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In issuing this, the second nianber of the Tallahassee 
Historical Society Ann-aal, we are trying to carry out the 
purposes for which our Society VJas orsanized, namely: the 
preservation of the history of the capital city of Florida 
and the coxmtry adjacent thereto. Much tliat has liappened 
in this section, so peculiarly rich in history, will be 
forgotten, if no attempt is made to publish author! to. tive 
data upon our past, while this is yet obtainable. The 
papers read at the different meetings held during the year 
furnish trustworthy'- accounts of interesting events — 
accounts in some cases of tilings never written about before. 
Readers are asked in studying the papers in the Annual 
not to judge them so much by the style, hov/ever good this 
is, as by the content. It is sincerely believed, that 
vieT;ed in this light every paper is a worthwhile one, 
and that the Annual as a whole will be found worthy of 
preservation by our Sity and State. 
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THE !,WTIIjjY.,CTURE OF COTTON IIT FLORIDA 
BEr'ORE ."ixMD DURI^TG THE CIVIL M 



By I'Orothy Dodd 
Delivered FelDruarj^ 8, 1934 

The fluctuating price of cotton in the lS40's caused the cotton 
planters of Florida, like their brethren in other parts of the South, to 
consider v/ays in which they might stabilize the price of their staple 
crop in order to st'i.ve off econonilo ruin.^ numerous proposals ware made 
to this end, 2 but none met mth more mde spread response throughout the 
South tlian th.it of bringing the cotton mill to the cotton field by estab- 
lishing cotton nianufactories throughout the cotton producing- regifi)ns. 

The economic arguments in favor of the southern manufacture of 
cotton ^.'ere summarized by J. G. Ganable of Florida, pjaong others, ':7ho 
i.7rote in 1852, that "the true remedy" for the plight of the southern 
planter lay in this direction. Gamble recommended the erection of sra;-i,ll 
cotton factories in every county in the cotton states. These factories, 
he said, should begin by spinning yarn and should aftermrds take up the 
business of weaving. Until the mills vere prepared for reaving, their 
yarn could be woven into cloth on the neighboring plantations by slaves 
unfit for heavy labor, enabling the planter to cloth his hands better 
at less expense. Since southern manufacturers would be able to obtain 
raw cotton much more cheaply than their northern and English competi- 
tors, they should, in a short tine, be able to monopolize both the for- 
eign and home markets. Gamble argued further that the mills vould occupy 
as many laborers as v.'ere eng-iged in the production of cotton, and that 
these operatives, by affording a market for Bread-stuffs, would enable 
the southern planters to diversify their crops. He also sar in the 
proposed cotton mills a means of improving the condition of the southern 
poor vrhites, Thorn he expected to find en-rployr.ient in tJie riills. Gathered 
in villages around the mills, ho said, it vould be possible to supply 
them with schools and churches,^ 

Gamble's views vrero slxared in part, at least, by John Finlayson, 
of Jefferson county, a stockholder in the longest-lived Florida mill. 
Finlayson, vriting in 1854, estimated that the cost of production and 
conveyance of cotton to market in Jeffturson county was about four and 
one-half cents a pourj.d. This estimate, which apparently did not include 
factors' commissions, demonstrated, according to Finlayson, "what all 
cotton planters Imov;: that disastrous seasons, or low prices, leave but 
scanty profits, a continuation of which must inevitably drive- ther.i to 
the rearing of factories by rhich they can convert the raw material into 
yarn or cloth. "4 

Heither Gamble nor Finlayson touched upon the political 
motive which made the agitation for manufactories very popular in the 
South during the early 50 's. The bitterness and excitement attendent 
upon the Comprcr.aise cf 1850 had brought forcibly to southern attention 
the conflicting sectional interests of ITorth and South. The political 
domination which the South had long exercised was seriously threatened, 
and there were many who argued that the only way in which southern 
political equality could be maintained was through industrial indepen- 
dence. Lot the South 'hwt take advantage of her cheap rav; material and 
abujidant water power by developing cotton manufactories, and the ITorth 
would leave her undisturbed in her constitutional rights. ^ That this 
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political motive V7a.s operative in Florida is sIictti "by the fact that the 
cotton mill at jlonticello ras erected by the Southern Ris''^ts Ilanufacturing 
Association. 

Although Florida cotton planters failed to follo'" Sanhle's 
siigcestion of erecting a Xiiill in ever:/ cotton prcdacin^' county, they did 
experi:^ent ^'•ith cotton nanuf&cturing in spite of the fact tiiat the state 
laciied the rater -co^-er rhic'a invited such projects in ot/ior southern 
states,^ There vere three, and possibly four, mills erected in Florida 
"before the Civil V.'ar.''' The nost definite infcrmtion re have relates to 
the llonticello rtiili and to tliat of Captain 11. P, "'illard at Lladison, but 
there ras also ''a large cottozi factory in full operation" at I.Iilton in 
July, 1851. S (The Tallahassee F loridian of Decenber 3, 1853, speaking of 
the Monticello mill, states t?jat this ras "the third nanufacturing enter- 
prise in Middle Florida" ^'hich presented itself for Southern support. 
The Madison irdll ras the second enterprise referred to, and it is possi- 
ble that t2ie other one ms a shoe factory Thich also '^s located at 
Lladison,^ rather than a cotton mill. 

The legal basis of these concerns is uncertain. The Florida 
legislature, as early as 184-8, had evidenced a friendliness to local 
manufacturing by passing an act exempting the shares and capital stock 
of "laanufacturing companies, whether incorporated or other-ise," from 
tajLation. IC) xn 185?, the legislature overcame its hostility to corpora^ 
tions so far as to pass a general lar for the incorporation of manufac- 
turing companies. It is sigr.ificant that one-half of the incorporators 
rere required to be residents of Florida and that the "trustees" in 
rhom the management of such corporations ras vested had all to be resi- 
dents of the state, ■'■•^ The Southern Rights Llanufac taring Association 
certainly vus a stockcoirpariy, though the names of only tro of the 
stockholders, John Pinlayson and General rilliam Bailey, both of 
Jefferson county, are knom.^^ The Association -^s not incorporated 
by special act, but it may have been incorporated imder the Act of 1852. 
The Lladison mill alaost certainly vus the private enterprise of Captain 
nilard, ^vhile nctMng is knOTTi of the omership of the riilton mill 
beyond the negative fact tlr^t it v^s not incorporated by special act. 

The Milton factciy ras the firat of these mills to bef;in 
operations and apparently va.3 the one for rhich statistics '-ere given 
in the censaa of 1850. If this be true, t>ie mill iiad a capitalization 
of ^60,000 and each year manufactured 600 bales of cotton costing 
4530,000 into products rorth •;,|>49,9S0. It employed 28 men and 67 roraen 
at average monthly rages of ■iic2.14 for the former and of .#5.00 for the 
latter. ■'■^ Kor long the mill operated is not kno^, but it had been 
shut dor.-n by the beginning of the Civil '"ar. 

Construction of both the Lladison and Ivlontioello mills -^s 
begun in 1851. Tillard's mill, rhich ras devoted entirely to the 
spinning of yarn, "'as ready for production by December, 1852.-^'^ It 

erected at a cost of ^230,000 and iiad 1,000 spindles capable of turn- 
ing out 1,000 pounds of trist yarn a day. Captain '^illard employed in 
his mill 30 rhite beys and girls bet-een the ages cf 10 and 18 years, 
■whose rages averaged from ^8.00 to J;:15,00 a month. A large part of 
his output -^s consumed locally, but he sliipped his surplus to ITe'- York 
rhere his product ras said to coiTiraand a good price, A visiter to the 
mill in December, 1853, reported that it had "comounicated ner life to 
the village by creating a better market for small farmers, -ho raise 



from oiis -bo a dpzem tags of cotton, and rlio liave other articles, the 
--irodTioe of their farms, for sale. "^5 Captain "allard operated his mill 
until Febrviary 5, 1857, 7:hen it "^s destroyed by fire. JTg suffered a 
total loss, sincti he load alloved his ins'orance policy to expire a fe'- 
days before the fire, and the rhite families rhich >:ad come to relv on 
the imll for their livelohood rrere reported to be "in a ver/ destitiite 
condition. "16 

The OTTiers of the Ilonticello mill had foreseen the dacr.rer, 
and south to guard against the possibility, of a disaster such as that 
■^hich overtook the Iladiscn enterprise. Tlie factorj--, located on the sta:5e 
road to Alligator about a ridle and a quarter east of Ilonticello, '^'as 
"of brick, and mde fire proof as near as iaay be, covered '"ith tin, and 
all T-ood vork painted rith fire proof paint." 17 ^lie building, three 
stories and an attic, r?as 75 by 40 feet, and the smoke stack, standing 
on an independent base, v-as 56 feet high, "a :r.odel in uiiniature of the 
Bunker Hill Monument." All .naaterial and labor for erecting the mill 
vere furnished locally, but it v-'ss necessary to send north for riachin- 
ery and an experienced superintendent. A I-Ir. Mor^n, of V.'i lira nr^ ton, 
relai"^re, TTis enrployed as superintendent, ■'"hile the machinery?- '-'as 
purchased in Patterson, Her Persey. 'lotive pover -as furnished by a 
r'ood-burning -35 horse-po^-er steain engine purcl:ased in Jersey City. The 
mill vas surrounded by cottages built by the Company for the operatives, 
rhc:n presumably, '^ere "-hite. 

The mill -us co::iplet6d by December, 1853.1^ It '-as designed 
for the manufacture of both yarn and cloth and -^s equipped '-dth 1,500 
spindles and 50 looms, -rhich vere expected to manufacture 400,000 pounds 
of cotton into 600,000 ^-^rds of Osnaburgs and 100,000 pounds of yarn 
annually. By llay, 1356, the factory had installed machinerj'- for the 
manufacture of wool and h-ad added t"oc1 yarn and plain "'ool kersey to 
its products. It ras preparing also to manufacture t'^illed cloth. 

The new machiner:/ inspired some one connected "Ith the mill 
to the follcring rhymed effusion vhich is amusingly different from the 
stereotyped advertisements cormonly found in the papers of the period. 

To TTool GroTOrs 

Florida and Gcorsia. 

A PACTORYj in -"^t of vool. 

To feed its Burr extractinfr 'tool', 

''.'ould ask the Farmers far and near 

To send their Tangled fleeces here . 

If, free from dirt, the vool they -msh, 

'Trjxll card, spin, reave it, in a flash. 

Hear I'onti cello this is done . 

T-Tiere, Gotten TTarp and Filling's spun. 

TThere Osnabur^, (that none excels) 

Once seen to buy, at once compels . 

A list of prices here re add. 

Send on your rcol and :riake us glad. 

Bold, for the rights of Southern men . 

This 'FACTORY' still leads the Van, 

In quality , there's fer can dare 

(In fabric ) with it to compare . ^1 
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The factory charged a cash fee to planters i"ho v;ished to have 
their cotton and vool inanufactured for their o^ use. It also rus 
vrilling to take one l:ialf of the cloth manufactured in payment for the 
service, or wool at the mrlcet price. It would accept cotton in payment 
only when the niarket price ms 8 cents or loss. Yarn and cloth Trhich 
vrere not manufactured on these terms or sold locally rare shipped as far 
afield as New York, Ke-w Orleans, and Texas, 22 

The factory did not prosper, partly tecause of poor management 
and partly because of a lack of local support. As General Bailey ex- 
plained several years later, there ^ras "no sale for yams or osnahurgs 
of consequence, as the mercliants could huy yarns and osnahurgs cheaper 

In l^ev York and while buying other goods vould lay in a sup;rly of 

those goods, buy cotton, send it on (to New York), and pay there. "^"^ 
V/hen the debts of the Company had mounted to $20,000, the stockholders 
decided to close the mill. General Bailey, hoT.-ever, "disliked to see 
it stopped," and agreed to pay the debts of the Coiapanj' and to give the 
stockholders "a certain amount" for their holdings. He put an agent in 
charge and carried on the business at a loss for two years, until the 
outbreak of the Civil V^ar created a demand for its products, a.t that 
time the mill v^as employing 40 men and 25 wcmen in the manufacture of 
products of an annual value of i|;40,000.^'^ 

The shortage of yam and cloth ras felt in Florida early in 
the vTar. In December, 1862, the legislature appropriated |20,000 for 
the purchase abroad of cotton and wool cards to be distributed free to 
the poor in each county, This gesture to^^-ard encouraging home manu- 
facturing apparently came to nothing, for in December, 1864, the 
legislature passed an act requiring the Governor to purcliase cotton 
cards for free distribution, as specified in the Act of 1863, This 
time it appropriated $50,000 for the purpose, 26 it is probable that 
the Governor found it iinpossible to bring the cards in past the Union 
blockade . 

Instead of taking advantage of the situation to recoup his 

losses. General Bailey kept his prices dovm and devoted the output of 

the factorj^ to supplying the needs of Florida troops and to alleviating 

the distress of poor families. He sent bales of yam and cloth to 

"the most interior counties" to be distributed by the county conmiss- 

ioners to the neediest persons. He estimated in June, 1864, that he 

had foregone profits of at least $300,000 by pursuing this policy, 27 

and Governor John Milton stated at the same time that the state could 

purchase supplies from the mill at 50 per cent less than the prevailing 
prices, 28 

The legislature, recognizing the value of the mill to the state 
and fearing that its efficiency might be impaired by an amendment to 
the Confederate Conscription jxct of ^iiril, 1662, in 1863 urged the 
Florida representatives in the Confederate Congress to endeavor "to 7iave 
exempted (from the draft) the workmen and persons employed in the 
Jefferson Manufacturing Oonrpany, their services being indespensable in 
conducting this useful and important work," 29 The sane legislature 
expressed the gratitude of the people of Florida to General Bailey 
"for the liberal and enlightened manner in which he is dispensing his 
means, and (the) zeal and efficiency with which he supports the cause in 
which we are engaged, "30 Governor Milton, too, wrote' in 1864 that 
Bailey was "perhaps not only the wealthiest man in this State, but one 
of the most wealthy and patriotic and generous gentlemen in the 
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Confederate States,"^! 



&eneral Bailey's control of his mill 70,3 threatened in the 
suiamer of 1864, T^hen the conmissary department of the Confederate 
government attempted to commandeer it for the supply of Confederate 
troops. In the early years of the v^r it had heen necessarj^ for each 
state to equip its orm soldiers but it had been intended that the cen- 
tral government should assume that function as scon as its supply 
department could be organized. Tlie states vere not rolling to relinquish 
the business of supplying their troops -rhen the Confederate government 
was ready for the task, since each feared that its soldiers r-ould fare 
t-'orse if the limited supplies were distributed by a common agent. 
Governor Llilton, vho throughout the vs,r evidenced the greatest T!?illing- 
ness to cooperate with the Confederate government, sa~ the value of a 
central supply system, but the selfish policy of monopolizing their 
resources, pursued by the neighboring states of IJorth Carolina, Georgia, 
and Alkbaraa, compelled him to insist that the operation of the LIcnticello 
mill be left in local hands. rpj^ f^^e spirit rhich llilton had shovn 
in relation to other potential grounds for conflict betv?een the state 
and the Confederacy inclined the Confederate Secretary of T7ar to accede 
to his request, and Bailey retained control of his mill to the close of 
the war, 23 

The correspondence betreen Milton and the Confederate authori- 
ties relative to the control of the mill is the last positive evidence 
ve have concerning it. There remains a bit of negative evidence. A 
list of all the states in the United States in vhiah there rere cotton 
manufactories in 1868 does not include Florida. ^'^ A sirdlar list of 
southern states for 1869 also fails to mention Florida. ^5 ^^^^ ^^^^^ 
seems safe to conclude that a very minor result of the downfall of the 
Confederacy ms the closing of the little Florida cotton factory whose 
motto had been ••Southern Rights," 



NOTES 

^he average price per pound of cotton produced in the United 
States from 1841 to 1850, inclusive, ranged from a low of 5.92 cents in 
1845 to a high of 11.3 cents in 1850. The average for the ten year 
period was 7.89 cents, J. B. D. DeBow, The Industrial Resource's . Etc., 
£f the Southern and 7estem States . 1 , 149 , 

L convention of the cotton planters of lliddle Florida, -shich 
met at the court house in Gfellahassee late in 1850 cr early in 1851, 
recommended formation of a Cotton Planter's .association, cliartered by 
the states of South Carolina, Georgia, ^.labama, Louisiana, and Florida, 
with a capitalization of $20,000,000, '.-'hich should seek to secure a 
monopoly of the southern cotton crop and to mintain prices at a level 
of about 11 cents a pound by withholding surplus cotton from sale. 
Ibid .. 128-154. 

Gainble presented his ideas in the form of a re solution to 
the Cotton Planters Convention which net in Ilacon, Georgia, in October, 
1851, but left the convention tn displeasure before his resolution had* 
been acted upon. Ibid .. 137-139, 



Statement of John Finlayson, of ^ucilla, Jefferson county, 
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?lorida," in "Report of the Ccnmiissioner of Patents for the Year 1854. 
Agriculture." House Executive Doounent . lie, 59, 33 Cong., 2 Sess., 189. 



^Arthur Charles Cole, The VvTiig Party in the South, 209, 

In T-Titing of southern cotton manufactories during this 
period, Victor 3. Clark, in his History of Itlanufactures in the Uni ted 
States . Vol., 1607-1860, 558, states: "The site of most of these enter- 
prises continued to te in the tier of counties along the fall line of 
rivers, rhere pc'-er and navigation joined, although railv^s '"ere already 
"beginning to modify this distributito. The Jaraes, the Savannah, the 
Chattahoochee, the Alabama, and the Tennessee vere the principal streams 
of the cotton states that afforded both pov7er and transportation to 
distant markets," 

'''r, T/. Uilliaras, Joseph Clisby, R, A, Shine, Robert Lj'on, 
A. E, Maxv,'ell, Bryan Croom, Edvard Houston, and Tlnomas Randall cmposed 
a committee appointed at a meeting in Tallahassee on February 15, 1850, 
to investigate the feasibility of a cotton factorj/' for Tallahassee, but 
nothing came of the project. Tallahassee Sentinel . February 19, 1850, 

Qlbid .. July 15, 1851. 

^The Madison Shoe Factory, situated ten miles west of Ifetdison 
Court-House, employed 26 slaves in the manufacture of some 11,000 pairs 
of shoes a year, vhich vere sold in Middle Florida. The factor^'- also 
made yuggon and buggy liamess and other leather goods required on plan- 
tations, 'fellahassee Floridian . December 3, 1853. 

^^lorida Session Laws . 1843, 24. 

l^Ibid., 1852, 62-65. 

illiam Bailey to John Finlayson, ITovember 3, 1854; 7,IS in 
private possession. 

^^J. B. D. DeBow, A Compendium of the Seventh Census . 180. 

The number of establishments to vhich these figures apply unfortunately 
is not given, but the Milton factory seems to be the only one to '"hich 
they could refer. The same figures are given in the "Report of the 
Coninissioner of Patents for the Year 1851. Part II. Agriculture." 
House Executive Document . ITo. 102, 32 Gong., 1 Sess., 576. 



l^G^llaMssee Floridian . December 18, 1852. 



l^Ibid., 


December 


3. 


1853. 


■"■^Ibid., 


February 


14. 


1857. 


•"■"^Ibid., 


December 


24, 


1853. 


ISibid., 


December 


24, 


1853; ^pril 1, 1354. 


ISlbid., 


December 


3, 


1053. 


Ibid. , 


December 


24, 


1853. 
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21ljbid,, IJay 3, 1856. 

Bailey to John Milton, Jtme 15, 1964, Official Records of 
the Union and Confederate Armies (cited hereafter as 0.. R.) , Series IV, 
vol. Ill, 500. 

^ ^Census of the United States . 1860 . I.Ianuf ao turinp: . 58. 

^^.lorida Session Ib.77S . 1862, 55. 

^^IMd., 1864, 27. 

Bailey to llilton, June 15, 1864, R. , Series IV, Vol. Ill, 



500. 



^^John Milton to Janes A. Seddon, June 17, 1564, ibid .. 499. 



, 499. 



^^lorlda Session Lays . 1863, 59. 
^°rbid., 52 

^%ilton to Seddon, June 17, 1854, 0. R., Series IV, Vol. Ill, 

^^Frank La^'rence 077Sley, State Rights in the Oonfederacy . 115. 
For a full discussion of the prohlera of military supplies and the con- 
flict betr.'een state and Confederate authorities concerning it, see iMd., 
110-127. 

'T.'I 

•^^'Endorsenent of James .V. Seddon on Ulilton's letter of June 17, 
1864, 0. R., Series IV, Vol. Ill, 499. 

^%e£ort the Gonmissioner of AgricultiJire for the v^a-r 0868 , 



23. 

35 



tbid., 1869, 9, 24. 
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ATJITT ISlllORY AT THE FAIR 



By Carrifcf Edmrd Ellict 
Delivered February 8, 1934 



Readinc the stor;y of an old lady who Tvas seated on a bench in 
tlie Pair Grounds durins a Century of Progress Exposition, sobbinr- be- 
cause slie could not find her w out, recalled the time tliat Amit 
:ie:iiory went to the V/orld's Pair in 1893. 

Aunt Uemorj^ v;as an old colored woman who lived in [I^llaliassee 
Florida and who by reason of her reniarl^able personality was laiown to ' 
practically ever^'one in that small Southern city. 

• Eorn a slave in Virginia, Ileinory was early sold away from the 

place Of her birth and fell into the liands of a slave dealer "ho was 
talans a "drove" of slaves South to work the newly cleared -olantations 
m rlorida. With her companions she walked everj^ step of the way and 
upon reaching,- j>allal:assee vjas put upon t]ie block and sold to a ^'r! 
Ar^yle for eight hundred dollars. At tlaat tiue she was twenty-four 
years of age and must feve possessed much of the personality^ t^iat na^® 
her the well loiown and to this day the well reraembei-ed fi- -are tliat she 
is m TallaMssee. LIr. Arr^yrle was attracted to her by the miiner in 
which she conducted herself during the auction. She was laiittin'- a-id 
never betrayed by a glance of the eye or a quiver of tlie lash that she 
Imew wlrnt ;ms taking place. On tliis, to her a momentous occasion, she 
v-as the souL.of poise and self possession and tliese q-aalities r-ere 
outstanding; in her throu:,hout her life. She became nurse to the 
Arsyle children and proved a true, faithful and devoted servant. The 
only one of her char-es living, an old lady of ninety, says: "Ilemorj^ 
learned to read and write from us as we studied our lessons by fire- 
light or candlelight. She learned quickly and was -oarticularly cood 
at figures. She could add ap a lone list of fi^.-ures and make calcula- 
tions in her head as fast as most people can on paper." 

ViThen thrown upon her ovm resources after the Civil V/ar 
Memory adopted the trade of house cleanin.-: and went from house to house 
working by the day. It was then the custom for many of the bachelors 
m xallaliassee, especially the yova^j professional men, to live in 
quarters adjoinin- their offices, usually upstairs over stores, and it 
tell to the lot of Ilemory to act as jani tress to many of these bachelor 
quarters. As house-cleaner she had a reg-alar clientele among the best 
lamilies of the city. Goiiig thus constantly into the homes of t^e 
white people sh.e became wonderfully shrewd in aporaisinp- then and t^-^eir 
vays and Iiad Imowledge of m:iy things -],ich if di^ralged^would have ke'->t 
t.ie tovm in a constant buzz of talk. But s]ie never gossiped, -^he rr^ite 
people were her friends. They trusted her and she never tetraved that 
trust lu any way. She was strictly honest and had the cbnfidence of 
everj^ one. 

Soon after ^' freedom^' Memory embarted upon the state of matri- 
mony^ with a clod of a negro named Jolm Adai:is, and it was the proudest 
day of ner life when slie acquired a "last name". Her gratitude and 



ievotion to John Adans kner no botands. He tas a slow, stupid, lazy- 
fellow, content to let Memory fare forth and earn the money to pay for 
their small home, -while he smoked Ms pipe beside the door and fed the 
chickens and conversed vrith the neighbors. After several years of 
married life, John rns accidentally drovmed r/hile fishing in a nearby 
lake. She remained time to his 
memory and quoted him upon all occa- 
sions. 

After John's death she went 
more and more among the Thite people, 
eating nearly all of her meals in 
their kitchens. And she ms o.lvay3 
welcome. In her daily rounds she saw 
nearly every one and know all the news. 
TVhlle she did not gossip, she could 
tell many an interesting item which 
was not scorned in that day of scant 
communication. T7ith rare discrimi- 
nation she made and kept her friends 
among the outstanding families of 
Tallahassee and performed for them 
so many tactful and kindly services 
her friendship was highly valued. 





Being alone in her cabin 
at night now, queer thoughts began 
to seethe in Memory's brain, and 
from the strange, deep undercurrent 
of superstition that flovjs in the 
breast of eveiy negro there soon 
emerged a full-fledged and vivid 
belief in witlohcraft and sorcery. 
She was not congenial with members 
of her own race; most of her asso- 
ciation with them had been on q,o- 
count of John Adams. She now withdrew from their company altogether 
and began to ascribe to different ones the pov/er to "bewitch" her, to 
"kunger" her, and saw in many innocent hai^ponings the effect of a 
baleful influence she believed to be stalking about in the world. She 
even went so far as to have her well dug inside the house to protect 
her drinMng water. "Ko'm" she would say "I aint goin' to have them 
niggers 'witchin' niy water." 

Her dress was that of a colored "Mammy", but when she left 
home she always carried an umbrella, a broom, a mtering pot and a 
hand satchel. The satchel was to hold her gifts from the white peo- 
ple while the broom and watering pot not only served as implements of 
her trade but were also used to sweep and wash away witch tracks from 
her path. Upon suspicious signs at street crossings, often placed 
there for the purpose by small boys, she would sprinkle and sweep 
vigorously. Practically everyboc^ in Tallahassee at one time or 
another had seen Ivnt Memory sweeping away the witch tracks. 

In spite of her belief in witchcraft, she was a devout 
Methodist and through the influence of her friends was allowed to 
worship in the white Methodist Church where a seat was reserved for her 
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in the rear. Every Sunday morning she could be seen slo^vly mklng her 
way to the church with the usual array of articles draped around her 
She always arrived a few minutes late and would take her own time to 
get seated and adjust these various belonGin^s to her satisfaction. 
Tnis often interr^apted the service and exasperated tr.e minister, hut 
Memory was a privilesed character and probably received her -reatest 
thrill from keeping the congregation and Llinister a^i-aitinc: her plea- 
sure. After everyone else liad received Communion, the same privilege 
was accorded Memory and the colored se::ton and she. with the eyes of 
the congrecation full upon her, umbrella, bag, broom and watering loot 
Clanging around her, would march to the altar rail and solemnly partake 
of tlie Lord's Supper. 

Among Memory's friends was Judge Bernard, one of the staunch- 
est of Methodist Deacons and an outstanding citizen of Tallahassee. 
Until the Summer of 1893 Judge Bernard had rarely failed to ap-near at 
the regular Sunday services at the Methodist Church. Upon missin- him 
from his usual seat in the Amen Corner, Memory learned tliat he l^ad -one 
to the r/orld's Pair. He was, in fact. Commissioner in char-'-e of t'-e 
^lorida exhibit. Upon learning tliat Judge Bernard was in Chica-o she 
decided to go too and forthwith consulted her friends on the subject, 
bhe said she wanted to find out wlmt use the white "oeople had made of 
all their wisdom. The bold decision having been reached, s^^e -as 
impatient until the time came to leave. She wrote to tell Jud-e 
Bernard to look out for her and went around tellin-^ her friends p-oodbye. 
T/hen Miss Argyle said to her "Memory, you are going on a Ion': journey 
Where you will see many strange things and you may never see^us a-ain" 
t.unlang, of course, of the uncertainties tliat might beset an ine--neril 
enced old colored woman in the city; Memory quickly answered. -Dafs 
so, 'cause you all may be daid 'fo' I git back." 

At this time Memory was ancient. She was small, withered and 
toothless. Only the sharp, keen, black eyes gave aiiy indication of the 
intelligence in her fuzzy old head. She was still active on her feet 
and quick with her Imnds as well as with lier tong-ue. 

Judge Bernard realized that Memory would prove a valuable 
asset to the Florida delegation and proceeded to acquaint many visitors 
with her history and the news of her expected visit. Amonp- those 
becoming interested was Mrs. Potter Palmer who sent her carriage and 
horses to the station to meet this quaint ciiaracter. The porteV v/as 
instructed to go through the train calling her name until she tos 
located. TThen he entered the coach in which she sat and asked in a 
loud voice "Is Memory Adams on tliis train?, with the poise and self- 
possession of a princess she rose and answered; "She are. XJho is you 
and what you got to do with me?" So accustomed was she to attention 
that she showed no surprise at being conducted to Mrs. Potter Palmer's 
handsome equippage where coachman and footman in livery waited to 
conduct her to the lodging provided. Mrs. Potter Palmer was delimited 
with her and proved a friend indeed. Under her sponsoring Memory" 
became_ quite a character at the Pair. She ms talked to,' talked about 
interviewed, photographed, and sold enough of her 'oictures to my her 
expenses. ■ 

She Imd a wonderful time and returned to Tteil lamias see ven^ 
proud, very happy, very gay. She tallied incessantly and tried to tell 
her friends what she had seen. After describing i:ian- thin-s in l^er 
q-oamt vay, she adi^iitted that she had missed one thing she had ^r-anted 
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much to see and liad looked for in vain. Upon beinc questioned, she 
could only say she laieT" it m&g some thine ^rand because she h.eard so man 
people talkine about it. "What did it sound lilce, Memoiy, tvMt did the 
call it"? asked her friendj "It were sunthin'" said llamory, dat dev 
called de exit." 



Aunt Memory lived several years after her visit to Chica-'jo. 
When she died her request that she be buried from the r^'hite Methodist 
Church with her r;]iite friends for pallbearers ms granted, but her 
body lies In the neG:ro section of the City Cemetery. 

At tlie time of the Tallaliassee Centennial in 1924, one of the 
features was a unique parade depicting as far as possible people and 
scenes of particular local interest. Over one thousand school children 
took part in this parade, but no one received more applause and appre- 
ciation tlian a quaint old imramy bearing umbrella, broom, bag, and " 
watering pot. As the procession T^ound its way through the streets of 
the city there were constant cries of "Aunt Memory, Aunt Memory there 
goes Aunt Memory." The school girl impersonating Aunt Meraoiy in that 

parade is now a very cliarming young lady. Hiss Phoebe Jlesser, 
daughter of a representative Tallaliassee family. 
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GAiuL pnojj^crs of tzr?jto_":i.^i flo;jda 

By Venila LovinS Jhores 
Delivered March 8, 19c4 

Durins the twenty years iniraedlately iollc^-inc the *'ar of 
1812, the peoiDle of the United utates, re;,ardless of their ^^lace of 
atode, entered into a niad rush for funds frou the federal treasury for 
the :-iurpose of internal i^mrove/aents in their res-:.ective localities, 
r^lorida did not "be-in her activities quite so earl- as some of the 
others tut she persisted lon^'er. 

IVhile Andrev,' Jaclcson -as occuToyins Florida, Jo^-n G. Calhoun,^ 
then secretary of ••.ar, directed an e::a:;unation of the St. 'lary's and 
the ourrannee Rivers -ith a vier to connecting t]^ese streams hv a canal^ 
thereby connectinc the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico and savin^ 
the voyage around the peninsula. 

The first general election in territorial Florida occurred 
in 1825. The candidates for dele£jate to Congress from Florida '-ere 
Joseph il. Wliite, James Gadsden, and Joseph Ternandez. The contest 
seems to have been a ven^ lively one and to have hia-ed on the 
attitude of the candidates to^^-ard (1) the land claims left fro-.i 
Spanish occupation, (2) the canal projects, and (3) road buildin- „ 
The people of East Florida -ere very :nuch interested in the construct 
tion of canals connectinji" bodies of riater alon- r e coast— a coastal 
canal—and tha repair and rebuildinr- of i:in:;(s road. In V/est norida 
interest centered around a canal connectinc, the Atlantic a-d the Gulf 
and the construction of the road bet-een 3t. Augustine a-.d ?ensacola. 
oince the larger voting population lived in Test Florida, ^Mte, the 
skillful politician, able laryer and ;nan-of-af fairs, received the 
election, for though, he recognized the need of the develo'-^-ients tn 
East Florida, he placed greater e-.:rph.asi s on tlie Atlantic-to-Gulf 
canal and the ot. o-ug-ustine-to-Pensacola road as bein.-r- i::i-orovem6nts 
nhich rould affect the ^reater region and -^o-ulati on/' Golonel r,^-ite 
retained this office until 18S7, and constantly and f.iit'^fullv r-orhed 
for the projects to '^liich he pledged Mmself in his first canriai-n. 

The activities in the interests of the -.tlantic-to-Gulf 
canal led to much publicity in the ne-spa-^ers; -oliticians near a-^d 
far rere asked to v-rite their opinions vidoh ^^ere f en -ublished 
in places far removed from Florida, under th.e caption 'corres-^ondence'.E 
j?rom these political pomposi tions one learns that there -ere' t-o 
routes proposed, one froa Black Greek to the Santa Fe a-xd t^e other 
from the St. Mary's to the Santa Pe, both ending evenfoall^^ in the 
3t. John^ amd the Suvannee. One route -ould reauire twelve miles 
and the other eighteen miles of canal making. The balance of the 
route '-ould make use of risers or other bodies of -ater. ^^he esti 
mated cost varied from v5000 to :,11,000 per mile, and it ^ras advertised 
as saving 800 miles in the route from coast to coast of Florida. 

The Federal G-overmient ^--as memorialized to provide for a 
survey of the region bet-een the Atlantic and the Gulf. T>e request 
T-as granted by an ACt of Congress of Ilarc]! S, 1826, the report^of the 
survey is dated February 25, 1829, The surveyors seem to have made " 
a careful study of the -'hole region hetveen the St. Jlary's and ti^e 
ot. Jolin's on the east and the neighborhood of the Su-'annee on the 
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west. The conolusion of these men Bas that a ship canal across north 
Florida ina imprtvcti cable hecause (1) vessels drawing more than five 
feet could not approach the Gulf ocast "between Tampa and Apalache Bay, 
though in the later place eight feet cnuld be carried at high tide as 
far as St. Mark's; (2) the ridge cf the peninsula had an elevation of 
one hundred fifty feet above the ccecn but on its top did not offer 
any place (either natural reservoirs or heads of streams) adequate to 
supply water to a canal of any size. If a Cvanal r'ere tc be built, they 
felt that the route from the St. John's via Black Creek to the Santa 
Fe crossing at the Suraimec River Natural Bridge to the St. llark's 
would be wiser than an.v cf the other proposed routes. 

The Atlantic-to-Gulf project seems to have sle-pt -Dcaccfully 
frcMi the Survey of 1828-29 until after Florida was ad-nittod'to state- 
hood. There were a few resolutions presented^ tc the Territorial 
Legislature for transmission tc the Federal Congress, but all were 
petitions for surveys or for grants of Land to aid in crnstriicticns in 
the immediate region of the Gulf or the Atlantic. 

T/hile this agitation was going on in the interest of the 
intra-coastal canal, other canal schemos were beinfj dreamed. T}ie 
Legislative council incorporatedo the Chipola Canal Company in 1828, 
the named members of the ccmpany being Benjainin Chaires, Peter !7. 
Gautier, Senator John Clark, Jacob Robinson, and William p. Hort. 
Their activities were to be limited to the construction cf a canal 
or railroad or both between the Chipola River and the Bay of St. 
Andrew's. The articles of incorporation provided that work :iust be 
begun within two years and tv/elve consecutive months of abandonment 
of the canal would autonts-tioally dissolve the corporation. 

The IndiiTji River Canal Coiop'iny incci^oratod'^ late the same 
year (November 8, 1826) was to open up camls connecting the St. 
Jolm's with the Matanzas by way of the North River. This canal was 
to bo of sufficient size to admit of navigation for steam boats. 
The names of two of the members of this company are familiar to allt 
William H. Sir.Tnons and Joseph L!. Fernandez, This chain of canals 
was tc be conipleted by the end cf five years from January 1, 1829. 
The company was permitted to sell 25 shares to the amount cf 
#10,000, and was given a monopoly of stea;:i boat passenger traffic in 
this region for a period of t-;.'enty-f ive years from the opening of 
the canal for business, 

A few days later (November 19, 1828) the Ocklocknee and 
Lake Jackson Canal and navigation Conrpany ca::ie into existence. The 
members of the coLTr-^i-ny Trere citizens8 of Leon and Gadsden Counties, 
among the former one finds the names cf Robert Butler, Richard Keith 
Gall, and Tho::ns Brown. The arabition of this company was to ccnnect 
the Ocklocknee with Lake Jackson thence to the T/akulla River and 
St. Mark's. The cornpanj'- was also given permission to use Lakes 
lammonia ajid Mlckcsukee or any other IcJccs or ponds in Leon or 
Gadsden Counties between the Ocklociaieo and Ocilla and the Gulf. 

The canal building fever seems to have ab.ated for a little; 
the session of 1829 seems to have created nc new companies, -xnd it 
appears that there was no session of the Terri torial* Legislature in 
1830. In 1831 several canal projects were carried to the Council. 
The Wacissa and Aucilla Navigation Company^ included numerous familiar 
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names, such as: James Gadsden, Achilla Marat, William B. Suttall, Jolin 
G. and Robert Gamble, William Bellamy. This compar^y was to maize these 
tvTo rivers navi{^"ble from the Gulf for boats drawl:.:- not more than 
fifteen inches. The ^yoric v/as to be begun within, two years and had to 
be completed by January 1, 10c 8. 

The same day provision-'-^ -"-as imde for tl^.e construction of a 
canal connectin:^' the Liatanzas and Halifax Rivers by tlie Inconporation 
for thirty years of the Planters a::d Citizens Canal Company, T^-o days 
later, Sunday February IS, 1851, the Legislature passed over th.e veto 
of t: e ^'overnor t'"o canal actsjJ-1 one incorporating' t'. e 3t, riarh' s Navi- 
Sation Coinpany, and bv the second ?iecLor Traden was empo^-'ered to 
construct a canal throus:! the Jt, Ilark's Natural 3ridge. By t'-:ese t"0 
acts navi^^ation of fifteen inch draft boats vould be possible from near 
the at, Auc^astine road into the Lit. r.Iarle's River. In both cases 'sork 
v-as to be begim within tv'o years, th.e Eraden canal was to be camleted 
v'ithin three years, thou^ih the 3t. Ilark's Company was alleged until 
January 1, 18o8. 

On 3t. Valentine's day 18C5 the Pond Creek and Black Water 
reiver Canal Ooniijany was cliartered for t^-enty-f ive years with a 
capital stock of $10,000 and the privile^,'e of raisinj, it to |50,000. 
The same^day the Lake Ulmico and 3t. Joseph Canal Oo..ipaivj'- t-s incor- 
poratedl<^ to be^^in vork as usuil ^^dt-iin two years hut" was allov.-ed five 
years in v-idch to finish. The capital stock ms *-250,000 ^dth a -.possi- 
ble increase to '|r500,00G. A ne-^ feature is found in tl is charter 
■'■•]iich provided t'/r^t this s'^ould be a public and free hig'hTway for the 
United States jOver:iiiient . 

Larin_ the twenty years of existence of Territorial Florida 
there '-as soi.ie lec'islation each session of t]-e Lee:i3lL.tive Council 
regard! nc the cons traction of canals. Aside from the charters already 
mentioned, this legislation 'as a sei-ies of "acts to amend acts" or 
"acts to revive acts'*, the original acts bein: those vhich already have 
been iiientioned. In these acos Incorioration 'was c-xtended, the person- 
nel of the company '-as sometimes changed, or seme other ;:onor chaA^-e 

After a study of all these acts there are certain r:eneral 
statements "'iiich can be raade re...;ardins the.a: (1) tfearl-- all acts pro- 
vided that \«ork on construction s'lould bejin r-ithir two years, -.v'-ereas 
the time allcred for completion varied from three to ten years, (2) 
In the sa..ie ray itt was custo?.iary to provide t'-at if for t^'elve months 
the construction should be aeglected or if for tv'elve months the 
canal should be allowed to be so out of repair as to be unuseable the 
coiitpany's ch.arter v'ould be dissolved, (o) In just about an ecJial 
number of cases tiie capital of the coipany r^s stated or u:^stated. 
(4) If th.e amount of the capital vas stated w usually find sa.ie 
provision re-ardin,., t-e size of t?.e shares {^25 to $100), the meth.od of 
sale and payment for same. (5) LTan:)- charters ;-^rovided the amount of 
profit to be enjoyed by tlie coimany (20 to iz' l/s /j) , and (6) a fev of 
the c'.Tarters were .iraiited for relatively long ter-is of years, usually 
tr^enty-five. 

It '-'ill be noticed that the ^-riter lias made no atteript to 
shor hov niany of these ca:ials were actually constructed or even were 
beG,-an. There has been no consideration of the politics involved in 
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any of these advontvires. Ar^ relationship T,7hich my have existed ■betv;een 
the luovement to constract canals and the development of railroads as a 
means of cormuni cation has not teen discussed. All these phases of canal 
building and inany nore, through necessity, have "been left to sone other 
student or at test to some other study. 

NOTES 

1 Florida . Past and Present I : 5& 

2 Pensaoola Gazette . 27 November 1824 

3 Jolin Lee Williams in the appendix of his Vier of West Plorida (1827) 
reproduces several of these letters, they are also foimd in Senate Doc. 
102, 2nd sess., 20th Cong. II; and in the PensaanTa Gazette 14 May 1825, 
14 Jan. 1826, 21 Jan. 1826, 4 Feb. 1826, 4 Mar. 1826. 

4 A copy of the report and many related documents, letters, &c., make 
up Senate Doc. 102, 2nd sess., 20th Gong. (1828-29). 

5 25 Jan. 1831 Peter W. Gautier, Jr.; 27 Jan. 1831 William H. Allen; 
10 Feb. 1832 T/illiam Baltzell; Senate Doc. 136, 1st sess., 22nd Cong. 
(1831-32); Senate Doc. 7, 2nd sess., 22nd Cong., (1832-33). 

6 21 Nov, 1829 the Chipola Canal Corjpany v.'as given pover to raise 
$50,000 by letters'- to provide more money for construction. John 0. 
Serall on a ^20,000 bond v;as appointed agent to carry out 'the provis- 
ions of the act and tos emporered to retain ten percent as a fee. By 
far the most elaborate charter found r-as the 1832 charter of this 

St. Andrev7's and Chipola Canal Company. 

7 Act of the Legislative Council 1828, act approved S Nov. 1828. 
Other members of the conrpanyt Pardon C. Green", Zephaniah Zingsley, 
Fielding A. Brorn, John Bulor;, George Anderson, Peter Mitchell, 
Thomas Durxiett. Canal v;a3 to begin x:ith pablc Creole on the St. Jolin's. 
This is the only cliarter found in v;hich its articles gave to the state 
or territory the exclusive right of purchasing one half the stock of 
the company at the end of ten years. 

8 Incor-porated 19 Nov. 1828. Incorporators, others from Leon County; 
John Shepherd, Isha::i G. Searcy, Isaac Hitchell; from Gadsden: 
Jonathan Robinson, Itilcolm Nicholson, Henry Gee, Thomas Speight, William 
Norr/ood, 

9 Act passed over the governor's veto 11 Feb. 1831, Other members of 
the com;:anyi E. B. Vass, Thomas Randall, Samuel Proilau, Abram J. Cabell, 
John Cuthbort. Incorporation for thirty years, no limit placed on the 
■amoTint of stock or the size of shares, 

10 Incorporators: Gabriel W. Perpall, William H. Simmons, Daniel S. 
Gris\70ld, John Lee V/illiams, John M. Hanson. Capital stock $10,000. 
Under the provisions of the charter at the end of thirty years the com- 
pany rould cease to exist and its charter rould not be rener;able. 

11 Both bills were introduced by Nathan Byrd of Leon County cn 9 Feb. 
1831. The company in the first bill consisted of Benjamin Ghaires, 
James Gadsden, Edmund B. Vass, Charles P. Hunter, Richard Parish, S^orauel 
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Parkhill, William B, Nuttall, Uillian Bailey, Arthur Burney, Hector U. 
Braden, John D, Ed-wards, V/illiam Argyle , It v.'as provided that Braden's 
canal vas to be cut at Roolchaven. 

12 Members of the cocipany rere Joseph Forsyth, Ezekiel Sinpson, 
Timothy Tv/itchell, No limits V7ere placed on the size of the canal, nor 
v^ere there any specifications as to tine for beginning or conipleting 
the canal. 

15 The members of the company '.vere Robert Be ve ridge, Edmrd J. TSirdin, 
J. C. Haclay, James D. Bullock, E. J. V/ood, David V/ebster, V/illian G. 
Porter, Thomas Penney, R. C. Adams, V/illiam Price, Cyrus Dytenn, 
J. G. Ployd, H. Ifevrley, 0. C. Raymond, James Black, Thorns Bertram, 
John JenMns, Oren Ifetrsh, James Y, Smith, George S. Rirkins, John D. 
Roland, Janes Evans, 



Bibliographical note: 

The Acts of the Legislative Council 1825-45, and some of the Journals 
of the Legislative Council have been available, also fev documents of 
the Senate and House of Representatives, and a fevr Acts of Congress. 
A fer; issues of the Pensaoola Gazette betvreen 1825 and 1845 have been 
available. 
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SALT MA.KING ON THE APPAIACHEE BAY 



By F. A. Rhodes 
Delivered my 10, 1934 

At the outbreak of the Civil T7ar the Federal Government 
established a complete blockade around the seceeding states. The 
blockade extended from the mouth of the Potomac to the Rio Grande. At 
first this blockade ms not very effective, but at the war progressed, 
blockade running became more and more hazardous and finally foreign 
trade came practically to an end. 

Now for the first time the South came to laior just how differ- 
ent she ms from the outside world. Although she had millions of dollars 
v/orth of cotton stored up in ware houses, she 7?as in dire need of many 
many other necessities, such as arms, munition, shoes, medicine, coffee 
and salt. 

As the blockade became more and more effective, the price of 
salt along v-lth other things, rose vmtil it could not be purchased for 
twenty-five Dollars per bushel. This scarcity became acute about the 
end of the year 1862, Salt had to be had, net only for the flavoring 
and preparation of food, but also for the preservation of meats and many 
other uses. 

In spite of extreme economy the small supply was soon used up, 
and the question arose, where shall we get more?. The most obvious source 
seemed to be the earthen floors of the plantation smoke houses. In these 
smoke houses neat had been lying and the salty brine allowed to drip year 
after year. Surely there must be a lot of this precious mineral mixed 
VTith the dirt floor. But how could it be gotten in a pure form? 

Mrs, N. V/, Eppes of this city relates how her father, Dr, Brad- 
ford, solved this perplexing problem, Dr, Bradford ms not only a 
physician, but had also made a rather thorough study of Chemistry in the 
course of his medical studies. So when the pine Hill plantation store 
of salt began to run low he put his knowledge of Chemistry to practical 
use and secured enough to last for some time. 

First the dirt floor of the smoke house v.tis scraped off. This 
mixture of earth was put in a large Icettle and a generous amount of 
vra,ter added. This ms boiled and allowed to settle for a short time. 
Then the salty water \jq.s poured into another kettle, leaving the dirt 
and sediment in the first container, it having already settled in the 
bottom. 

The salty mter in the second kettle ms boiled imtil most of 
the mter had evaporated, leaving only a salty brine. This brine was 
poured on clean boards and allowed to dry. The sun not only dried it, 
but bleached it to a beautiful whiteness. Mrs. Eppes says that people 
on neighboring plantations heard of the successful experiment and began 
making salt in the same my. 

Soon the people began to wonder what they would do when this 
supply ms exhausted. At the best it could but last a short while. 
Naturally their minds turned to the salty mter of the nearby gulf of 
Mexico, Here T;as an inexhaustible sujiply of salt, 
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The method of evaporation had been used for ar-es, and still is, 
to some extent, but the people of the South were not fa;:iillar wit> it, 
and liad little or no equipment for the process. It is said tliat 
"necessity is the iiiother of invention", and surely it proved true i- this 



case . 



So a soodly nuiaher transported themselves to the Coast and 
began the nev; industry/ in a more or less limited v-ay. There v;ere liter- 
ally hundreds of these s,:iall salt works located alon,-- the entire coast 
line of i^^lorida. dome operated continuously and turned the finished 
product over to the Confederate Army, vhile sane proceeded to sell to 
the {general public, still others ^-^ere merely simll farmers -ho ^-ent to 
the coast in the fall to Rlalce enough salt to preserve their .iieat through 
the coming- year. TMs better class usually staj^ed not more than Wo 
veeks and brought their kettles and other utensils back ^ith them. 
^ar;ners from far up in Georgia and Alaban^ made this yearly triv to the 
Coast. Forever thei^e rere a fe-^ more elaborate salt Works. The largest 
v;as the one on 3t. Andrews Bay, ovmed by the Confederate Government and 
valued at about ^3,000,000.00 (Three I.Iillion) Dollars. But is our 
purpose to deal only rri th the siialler plants in this article, so tMs 
e;;ception is only mentioned here. 

The average smll salt -olant consisted merely of a lar^e kettle 
holding from sixty to one ioundred j-allons of vater and set in a brick or 
clay furnace. They rere very similar to the syrur furnaces of toda- 
lound on our small farms in this section. T^iey r-ere not built directlv 
on tiie shore because of the hlr^i tides and v-ind, but vere usually located 
a ley nundred feet inla:id. Very near this furnace and tettle '^s da- a 
s.Tallov T;ell which al^^-ays produced a plentif-al suroly of salty mter. 
Perhaps this v-ater ras not quite as salty as tlmt secured direct froff t>e 
gull, but tnere v;as not an ajipreciable difference and it ^-as ven^ nuc^^ 
more convenient. Instead of ]iavi-,>.s to haul the -'ater some distance, it 
could sim^Dly be drar-n from the r-ell and poured directly into the kettle. 

sometimes sliallor' holes rere due alon,- tlie shore, and falliir^ 
tides v'ould leave then full of mter, rrhich r-as dip-oed up and carried in 
buckets to the f unlace. This method seemed to liave been used by Dr. 
Bradford, horever, it must be remembered tiiat he used a lar^ e nu^nber of 
slaves at Ins plant and therefore the question of the aino-oiit of labor 
involved ras not a serious one. 

The salt vater after bein^-' poured into the kettle, v-as boiled 
in the same ^'ay as the brine secured from tlie smolce house, when t'^ere 
>-as only a thick brine left in the Icettle it r-as diyj^d up, for further 
coolans rould only burn that salt near the bottom of tiie kettle and 
render it unfit for use. Tlie brine -'as usmlly placed on clean boards 
for the dr^'in^r and -bleechins process. Sometimes the brine r-as poured 
in a barrel, and after it settled the vater ms di^iped off tl^e top. 
This ras done particularly If the salt rms not for table consumption, 
but merely for the use in packing meat, etc. 

dtill others put the thick brine in ba^s and hung it up to 
dry. '.-hiie others used fine sieves for tl^.e drjdng iDrocess. The salt 
Often contained pieces of sea reed or other loreL-n wticles, Tnese 
Were removed. 

Those engaged in tlie making of salt had to be constantly on 
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the watch for the Union soldiers, lest they should be suddenly attacked. 
Tuese soldiers often ceu'ne ashore from the blocliadins shi-^s ytMor -ere 
anc.:ored only a short distance avay. 

In the "Rebellion ?Le:,ister" compiled by Hobert A. Ca:-ri-obell 
have an accouait of a group of northern soldiers v-i.o ca.'ne as^^ore fron 
the U. 3. boat "Restless" which ras anchored near Amlachicola. On 
Febraary 18th, 1864, they captured and destroyed about twenty salt 
Icettles, 



Mrs, Ij. r/. Eiipec in her book "Throixc^ 3o:ne Eventful Years^' 
describes her iiripressions of a visit she made on October 27th ISGC- 
to the salt v,orks onned by her father. These salt ^^orks -ere located 
about three ;niles from 3t. Harks in the vicinity of Fort Leon. In 
this account she tells of tiae dangers of aii attack frou Union soldiers, 
oxie says m part, 

•nve went to the salt works today, and, thouch I am tired and 
dirty and liave no £,-ood place to rnr-ite, I ain coinfi^ to tell you about it", 

"A year ar^'O salt be^an to cet scarce, and the people only hjid 
to economize in its use, but soon there ras no salt and then father -ot 
cousin Joe Bradford to come down from Georgia and ta:ve c^^ar-e of some 
salt rorks he T^-as having installed on the Coast, re h^d -olenty of hands 
from tne plantation, but they had to Imve an intelligent head, aM t^en 
too, It 13 a rather dangerous :^lace to vork, for the YanSee boats 
can set very near the coast and tliey may tn^ slTellin- the ^"orks. 

Thoush they have been in operation quite a r^^le, tMs is my 
first visit. Father brought us -ith him and rill stay three days " 
so he can see just ho- they are -etting on. r/e are to slee-) in a teit. 
on a tickm- filled -ith fine straw. It will be a novel ex^oerience. I 
am so interested in seeing salt made from the -ater. The --reat bie- 
sugar Icettles are filled full of water and fires imde beneath the kettles. 
They are a long time heatin- up and then they boil merrily. Ben, Tuf 
and Sam keep the fires going, for they must not cool do-7i the least ' 
little bit. A r.,aite foau comes at first and then the dirtiest sewn you 
ever saw bubbles and dances over the surface. As the water boils a-av 
It seems to thicken, and at last onl^ a wet mass of wh^t looks like slnd 
remains. T]us they spread on smooth ash planlcs to dry. In brigv^t weather 
tne sun does the rest of the work of eva-^^ oration, but if the -eat>er is 
bad, fares are i:iade just outside of a long low shelter, -here the T,ia,iks 
are placed on blocks of wood. The slielter keer>3 off the rain a-d V--e 
fire pves out heat enough to carr;^ on the eva-^oration. T^e salt finished 
in fair weather is much wliiter and nicer in every way tlian that dried in 
bad weather, but this dark salt is used to salt meat or -ickle r^ork. I 
think It is fine of father to do all this. It is very troublesome and it 
takes nine men to do the work, besides cousin Joe's time; aM father does 
not get any pay wliatever for the salt he malces, 

17e expected to iiave a grand time swihiraing and fisMn-. Ve are 
both good swimmers but father and cousin Joe- vail not allow us^'to -o 
outside of this little cove. Yankee gw boats ]iave been sighted once 
lately and taere is no knowing when the salt works vlll be attacfed." 

As soon as the war was over and th.e bloclade lifted salt makin- 
in Florida becajne a thing of the past, for salt becaiiie plentiful aguin, " 
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and one could purchase salt nucli cheaper than he could make it. But 
still there stands grim reminders of those days of handicap and dire 
necessity. If one v-ulks through the marshes of Dickson Bay, near 
Panacea Springs, or in mnj*- other places along Apalachee Bay, he rill 
still see standing the remains of old rells. Although the old rrells 
have long since been filled vrith sand, there still stands from one to 
four of the old pests 'jhich helped to form the cribting. 

Occassionally an old piece of kettle remains and sometinies, 
although rarely, a fev: bricks can be seen from the old furnace. It is 
s.-r-id that one of these old kettles lies half buried in the sand near 
Keeton Beach in Taylor County. A Pelt rho lives near Arron in 
Wakulla County has one rrhich his father used for that purpose during 
the mr. It is ncv; in a scmerrhat broken dovTn condition and serves 
as a drinld-ng vessel for his horses. Then it is also said that some 
of the old bricks from Dr. Brrudford's salt v/orks can still be found 
about three miles from St. tlarks somevhere near old Port Leon. 
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hlUliSUxRY HISTORY OF LEOF COUNTY 

B.y W, T. Cash 
Delivered Pe"bruary, 1935 

Those ^7ho expect an exliaustive treatment of this subject ^'ill 
be disappointed, Sach. v^ould require a booi: instead of a few typewritten 
pages, and the research r'ould require time tliat tlTB vriter of this paper 
cannot 

llor r;ithin the limits of this paper can much space be given to 
quotations from the ^'riters of this section, or those v'ho Iiave here found 
the setting for their stories, poems, or historical narratives. My main 
purpose in preparing this article is to call attention to the fact that 
Tallaliassee and its iiiimediate vicinity has a rather lar^'e place in the 
literature of Florida and to ar/alcen an interest in the study of the T'orlc 
of those persons vho liave here lived and written, or hjive here fo^ond 
stimulus to their iina{_;inations i-zhich led them to vrrite. 

The Leon county country — the best part of old Apalachee — 
furnished material for literature long before the rhite man ever liad 
permanent habitation here. The narratives of Cabeza de Vaca, De 3oto's 
secretary and the G-entlemen of Slvas — each written before the foundinG; 
of daint Aurustine — , all pay unconscious tribute to a nation of red 
men of v/hom we know too little and who deserve more study tjian anyone 
1ms yet Qiven. Tab Apalaches formed, at th_e hei;:l"t of their .^jlory, a 
division of/ Indians v;ho controled the territory from and beyond the cold 
hills of upper Georgia to the Gulf of llexico and from the Chattahoochee 
to the Juwannee river, most of Cieor^ua except the e:ctrerae eastern por- 
tion bein^ within their doimin. V/hen llarvaez and Decioto reached Florida, 
Apalachee iiad bOijun to decline, but even at tixis time the other Indian 
tribes respected the prowess of its warriors, as one will readily find 
from reading the jpauis]x narratives of De Soto's expedition. 

Apalachee was still important in the seventeenth century — 
strong enouGh to maice war on the Spanish settlers — , and although, the 
Spaniards gained control over the old Indian province, it is quite 
evident tliat they respected t?ie prowess of the Apalaches and did all 
they could to Iceep them as jpermanent friends after peace was made. 
After 1640 Apalacliee became the most valuable and ■:;roductive portion of 
the Spanish, colony of Florida, largely, no doubt, because the Spanish 
missionaries — of whom the Apalachee received more tlian any other part 
of the colony— taught tlie red men improved metjiods of agriculture and 
introduced the fruits of Spain. Ere long this portion of Florida was 
sending thousands of bushels of grain as well as of-ier products to 
St. Augustine, The best part of Leon county became so well occupied 
and cultivated tliat, as Jolin Lee Williams, when he ms here in 1823, 
learned from an old Indian, all game disappeared. 

Of course reports went reg-ularly to the Spanish government 
from the district of Apalachee, and these are, so far as we are av/are, 
the first v/ri tings of the white man within the present Leon county, 
although it is possible tliat De Soto's secretary, Ranjel, my liave 
indited a portion of his diary here during the v/inter of 1559-40. 

The reports sent from Apalachee to St. Augustine were not 
literature in the accepted sense of the word, no more ttian are govern- 
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mental reports of the present tine; yet they fora valuable source 
mterial for the historian of Florida. Kot only did reports go in from 
Apalachee, but there vrere reconraendations for the further iinprovenent 
of the district. Two suggestions certainly carried out were the huild- 
ing of a road from St. AUgastiue to Fort San Lnis and the construction 
of a fort on the 3t, Llarlcs river. I am glad that our friend, Br. Boyd, 
has secured photostat copies of of the Spanish nunuscripts dealing 

with Apalachee and tliat at no distant day he will write of what they 
have to tell us concerning Spanish activity in this part of Florida. 

After the rain of ^palachee in 1705, by the English from 
South Carolina and their Creek allies, the Spaniards in Ap;alachee had 
less to report from the district, yet no doubt corirauni cations still 
v.'ent fro!n there to St. Augustine. Soue of the nissions were reestab- 
lished, a stone fort r-TiS built at St. Marks to replace the old wooden 
one, but nuch of the territory was now overrun by the Serdnoles and 
the old Spanish road gradvially went into disuse. Yet, if there were 
few reports, reco/.x-iendations or other writings, uuch went on which 
furnished mterial for the future historian. In the latter Spanish 
days Williahi Panton's traders operated in Apalachee and Willian 
Augustus Bowles, about whom nuch has been written, here perpetrated 
the acts that led to his capture, inprisonnent and death. Kot many 
years after Bowles passed av-Tvy in liorro Castle, Havana, a Spanish 
prisoner, car.ie one through the old ApaLaohee district mightier than 
either he or Panton, and destined to greater fane— Andrew Jackson, 
who was sent here to punish the Indians for their raids into Georgia, 

Accompanying Jackaon was a secretary who v/rote a description 
of the section traversed. This description was less imginative than 
previous accounts of the country written by Ranjel, the Gentleman of 
Elvas or Garcilaso, but it was truer to the facts and one who reads it 
today vrill recognize the writer as a close and accurate observer. 
After Jackson had corrrpleted his caj-apaign in Florida in 1818, this 
account of the country lie and Ms men tmversed was deposited in the 
files of the U. S. T7ar Department, where it rests today, but our good 
friend. Dr. Ilark F. Boyd, has secured a photostat of it, wliich he has 
kindly donated to the Florida State Library. 

Settlers from the states began to pour into the present Leon 
county soon after the site of TallaMssee hr;,d in 1623 been chosen as the 
location of the future capital of Florida. These settlers (at least r.iany 
of them) were not of the ordinary baclT700ds type, but they v/ere men and 
women of culture, among whom were such fainilies as the Calls, the Duvals, 
the Willises, the Randolphs, the Grooms, the Butlers and the Browns. Just 
a few months after a log capital had been built AcMlle Ilurat, nephew of 
Napoleon the Great, also came to Tallahassee. !Iurat may not have been more 
cultured than the other early settlers, but he was more famous than they, 
and since his day no account of tMs section is considered complete, un- 
less there is allusion to the Prince, Ilurat was himself of a literary turn 
and soon began to write in French his "America and the Americans". None 
of this book may have been written in Tallajitissee, but some of it is 
descriptive of this section. As William Watson Davis suggests in his 
Civil War and Reconstruction in Florlcla, there is little doubt that 
Murat's book dealt rrainly vath conditions in Florida. We might go 
farther and even suggest that it describes for the most part wliat the 
prince had observed in Leon, Jefferson and other counties nearby. 
If a book giving the complete literar;,'- iiistory of Leon county 



-22- 



is ever written, "Ainerica and the Americans" cannot unnoticed. 

Notr-zithstanding that Prince Ilurat vrent to writinc aLuost hy 
the time he had settled dovm at Lipona to the life of a gentleman 
farmer, the greater part of the literature produced in Leon county 
during its early years, wa.s that of its neT'spapers, 

The first nevrspaper published in Tallalaassee ms the Florida 
Intellisenoer. Type, press and paper for this ne^vspaper had been 
sliipped from Pensacola l^ovember 15, 1624, hut the first issue of vhlch 
re knoT.' appeared February 19, 1825. Gordon, Crane and Cotnpany, the^ 
proprietors, issued the paper intermittently for the first fe^w months— 
probably a regular supply of paper ms liard to secure, Tlie name^ms 
changed to the Florida Advocate in February or March, 1627, and in 
August, 1829, it was u:iited with the Floridan, the lonciest- lived 
newspaper Florida lias had to date. 

Another early Tallahassee newspaper, Tlie Tallaliassee Courier, 
although it soon ceased publication, deserves mention, because from its 
presses was issued in 1831 the first novel ever printed in Florida. 
The title of the novel was the Lost Virgin of the South and the author 
was Don Pedro Cassender. Tlie book was probably a reprint as the writer 
1ms never heard of a person of the author's name living in Tallaliassee. 
It would be interesting to iQiow if anyone in Leon ooxmty now lias a copy 
of this book. 

Vie have not time or space to discuss all the ne'"spapers that 
were begun during the early years of Tallaliassee, but three do deserve 
especial mention on account of the men who edited them, if for no 
other reason — The Floridan, the dentinel, and the Star. 

The Tallahassee Floridan was established in 1828 by T/illiam 
Wilson, who ^ot out his initial number October 7. V/ilson, of whom we 
know all too little, was apparently a imn of considerable culture. 
He was one of the incorporators of the Florida Educational Society 
founded in Tallahassee in 18c;l, and about this same time he established 
a circulating library for the benefit of the reading public of tlie 
town and, perliaps also for his own profit. 

Great, however, as ^^'ere 7/ilson's cultural efforts, less than 
seven years after he left it, a younp^ man v;ho was to be far more in- 
fluential began his lone connection with the Floridan. This man vra,s 
Charles Edward Dyke. 

Dyke was born in the province of Ontario, Canada, January-- 
24, 1821, and Ms first connection with a Florida newspaper was in 
Apalachicola where he went in 1839 in answer to an advertisement for 
a printer. At the early a^e of twent:/ he v»s one of the publishers 
of the Florida Journal of Apalachicola, but the next year (early in 
1842) Dyke came to Tallahassee as an employee of the Floridian. He 
soon purcliased an interest in the paper and from 1847 until 1885, 
except for two brief intervals, he was either owner or part owner of 
the Ploridian, and during the entire period no other Florida editor 
wielded such influence as did he» 

The Floridan was alxmys Democratic, even during the palmiest 
days of the V/higs, and Dyke's paper was a tower of strength to the 
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party wliich had sixcli opponents as Call, Bro^ni and Cabell, as ^'ell as 
iiiany of the wealthiest planters of Florida; but his best i-'orlc for his 
state ms dui^ing the dark days of Reconstruction, T'hen, althou:^h a 
Democrat, Dyke '-"as not uninf luential with the better-class Republicans. 
He never gave up because of big majorities against his party in sorAe 
of the elections of those days; but vhen things lool:ed most dreai^'' he 
gave a coujisel of hoT)e and courage for the future. 

We can picture this old inan during his last years •with his 
earnest, stern, although kindly face, t/ith his long grizzled mustache 
and jiis hi^h forehead, bald in front but vith long locks reaching 
tov^ard his shoulders. He might well Imve said: "Through long years I 
liave fought the people's fight and at last I've won. Ir 1:15' early 
years I stood out ar^ainst the v/ealtliy V.liig planters. I ^'ent v'ith my 
state ■when it seceded, but I v;as not one of the fire-eaters. ViCien we 
lost I began where I left offhand still did battle for good government, 
never despairing but what ray cause ■'■^ould win in the end." 

During his long career as a Democratic editor Dyke vas often 
in correspondence with leading men of his party and more than once 
was a delegate to i^ational Dei.iocratic Conventions. His death. Pebnjan'- 
7, 1867, at the age of 66, removed one of the most picturesque men who 
has ever lived in Florida, 

Perliaps the second greatest editor t]Tat Florida produced in 
its early years, though with a journalistic career much briefer th^n 
Dyke's, was Cosam Emir Bartlett, a native of Sath., Hew Hampshire, 
where he was born November 17, 1794, As an editorial rriter Bartlett 
VJB.S probably the ablest in Florida during the period of his newspaper 
career in tliat state, which began in Apalachicola in 18S6 and ended 
in Tallaliassee in 1844. 

Unlike Dyke, Bartlett was alreadj'- a veteran newspaper man 
when he csLiae to Florida, Jiaving edited one newspaper in Ch-arleston, 
3. C, and spent nineteen years in Georgia as editor of newspapers 
in various places. After four years as editor of the Apalachicola 
Gazette, Bartlett moved to Tallaliassee in 1640, where he assumed 
oliarge of the Star, a paper established four years earlier, under 
the pretentious name of the Florida Watchman and Tallahassee 
Literar^^ Gazette. In 1844 Bartlett retired from active connection 
with the Star and left it to the management of his trvo sons, 
Vi'ashington and Cosam Julian. He died October 10, 1850, near Col-umbus, 
Georgia. 

Bartlett was as strong a Wliig as Dyke ms a Democrat, but 
whereas the latter never held public office, so far ss this v^riter 
knov/s, Bartlett v!a.s more tlian once a candidate and was several times 
successful. He served as a member of the city council of Apalachicola 
and later as intendant. He was a member of the Constitutional Conven- 
tion at St. Joseph, and after moving to Tallaliassee he served for 
awhile as justice of the peace, and later vas the unsuccessful VtHiig 
candidate for intendant. However, Cosam Emir Bartlett ms far eclipsed 
politically by his brilliant son, T/ashington Bartlett. Tliis young man, 
in spite of his coitiparatively small connection vdth the literature of 
Leon county, deserves more tlian passing mention. Xfnen his father 
moved to Tallaliassee in 1840, young Washington Bartlett at the age of 
sixteen, took editorial cliarge of the Apalachicola Gazette, xifter the 



sale of tliat paper later in the year, Washin;;ton Bartlett moved to 
Tallahassee, v/here undoubtedly he worked on the Star, the paper his 
father liad purcliased. In 1844 Washington Bartlett and his trother 
Oosam Julian "became proprietors of the Star, M?hose name two years 
later was clianged to the Southern Journal, 

Washington Bartlett would doubtless liave left his iiTipress 
upon Florida journalism had he remained in Tallahassee, but the golden 
lure of California ms too much for him, and he left Tallahassee for 
that Territory, Jan^oar:/ 31, 1849. After a long career there, in which 
he v/as often politically honored, V/as]iington Bartlett died, v;hile 
Yielding the office of governor of California, September 12, 1887. 

The third of Tallaliassee ' s great trio of newspapermen was 
Joshua I'oiowles, a native of Ifeissaohusetts. luiowles cane to Tallaliassee 
in December, 1835, as pastor of the Methodist church, but in less than 
a year he began publication of a paper with the pretentious na.„ie of the 
Florida Watcliman and Tallahassee Literary Gazette. Early in 1859 
luiowles sold the V/atcliinan to J. E. T/ebb and soon moved to Quincy, wliere 
he established the Quinoy Sentinel, Moving his plant to Tfeillah^ssee in 
1841, ICnowles ohanci'ed the name of his paper to the Florida Sentinel. 
The Sentinel rvas the second lon^^est-lived nerspaper established in 
territorial days, continuin^^ its existence until more tlian forty years 
after Florida became a state. 

Knowles remained in Tallaliassee but about three years after 
establishing the Sentinel — long enougii, however, to rjet elected to tlie 
territorial I'ouse of Representatives of which he was a member in 184C; 
for he, like Dyke and Bartlett, was interested in politics. 

In 1844 Knowles went to Georgia as a member of the Methodist 
Conference and served until the end of 1851; but "the ink ms on ads 
fingers" and he became publisher of the Rome, Qa., Courier in 1851. 
Before he died, tiarch 25, 1887, he liad been connected with newspapers 
in at least four Georgia cities or towns. He finally left the r.lethod- 
ist chjatoh and became an Episcopal rector, as he did not like the itin- 
erant life Methodist pastors ]:iad to lead. 

As we h^ve seen the principal local literature of Leon 
county durins territorial days was thja,t which ms disseninated in the 
newspapers, and this was the case even until after the Civil r/ar. 
Yet there were some writings of those days outside of what appeared in 
the newspapers that should not be forG.'Otten. R. !-:. Call had a number 
of correspondents to whom he expressed himself quite strongly on the 
political issues of the days. Exaj-iples of these letters are given in 
the appendices to the two-volume Brevard's history of Florida and the 
historical student will not neglect them. Governor Call kept a journal, 
too, a part of which lias been copied for the Florida State Librarj^ and 
it is hoped tliat th.e copying of this journal may be ooiiTpleted. Dyke's 
correspondence is not so easily gotten at as Call's, but we laiow he did 
correspond with leading men on political subjects for reference is made 
to this in Davis' Civil War and Reconstruction in Florida. 

Jolm G. Gamble, a wealtliy planter of Jefferson County, but 
who spent much time in Tallaliassee, was a ^'riter on Southern Economic 
topics and contributed to De Bow's Review and probably other economic 
publications in the days pi'ior to the Civil v;ar; but, 'as a C'eneral 
rule, this was too strenuous a period to bring forth literary material 
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from Leon county pens. The folks were too bus5'- cussing a-id discussing 
Yankees and abolitionists amoni^ themselves. 

One has to wait until the struggle of the sii.ties is over 
one finds much written in Leon county, excppt in diaries, pairg^hlets, 
political documents and newspapers. Of course, all of these are 
interesting to the student of the Civil War and the period just 
preceding. The literature for whdoh these docu:iients furnish source 
material give good "baolq^roiind for much tliat has been written since, 

A bureau of iramifi-ration now expanded into the State Depart- 
ment of A::;riculture was established by the Constitution of 1866, and 
J, o, Adams, first commissioner of i:nmicration, wrote in 1870 a 
description of Florida tliat compares favorably with any subsequently 
rrritten. About the saine time C, ITiurston Cliase, first superintendent 
of public instruction of Florida wrote a manual of sc]iool-bui Idings 
staI table for the people of the South, which was thought sufficiently 
Sood for the U. S, government printing office to issue it with a 
oloth binding. 

During the days of Reconstruction a neero, Jolan Wallace, 
■who came to Tallaliassee in 1866, was a close observer of what went 
on and some t\7enty years later wrote a book on the inside history 
of aeoonstruction politics, entitled "Carpet-Bag Rule in Florida". 
Ilo one can truly call V/allace's book a literary classic, nor is it 
quite an impartial history; but the student of tliis period of our 
state finds in it Invaluable source rjaterial, and gets a good picture 
of the factionalism which destroyed Florida Republicanism from within. 
Wallaoe, who represented Leon couiitj'- in the State Senate, 1879 and 
1881, was, as he confesses in his preface, a self-educated negro. 
Lilce many colored men of his day, he was much interested in politics, 
and fortunately, in his case, fomed a friendship with Covernor 
Bloxham, wMch may have influenced Mm to disapprove of many Republican 
practices of the Reconstruction periods 

The greatest writer on the political aspects of Reconstruc- 
tion was V/illiam V.'atson Davis, who in 191S published his "Civil V/ar 
and Reconstruction in Florida". Davis can not be included in the 
list of Leon county writers, but as much of Ms political setting 
T7as in Tallahassee, it is proper to include Ms book in any M story of 
literature in Leon co\inty, 

Davis's book Is the best ever written on any pliase or period 
of Florida history and he must have done an ainazing amoumt of research 
in amassing his materials. In his bibliography he mentions going to 
the British Museum, London, for the copy of Florida Breezes consulted. 

From about 1869 the Tallahassee countiy comes in for much 
mention from many writers. Sidney Lanier came to the capital about 
the year 1874 and later wrote lovingly of what he saw, A few years 
after Lanier's visit came Llaurice Thompson to tMs section and the 
literary fruit of Ms visit vta.B "A Tallahassee Girl", which first 
appeared in 1882. ITot long after came ICirk Tlunro, who is said to have 
spent at least one winter in Tallaliassee, and as a result wrote 
"V/akulla", a b(X)k whose scenes are mainly laid in the neighboring 
county of Wakulla. 
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Some others who vnrote of "Eallahassee in those days were Ledyard 
Bill, Bradford Torrey, Daniel G. Brinton, Charles Ledj^ard, Ilorton and 
George M. Barbour. The latter made a tour of the state in 1879-1880 
and while in Tallahassee had Captain C. E. Dyke, publisher of the Plori- 
dan, as his escort. Some other Leon county people mentioned by Barbour 
were V/. D. Bloxham, then Secretary of State, Judge J. D. TiTestcott, and 
Chief Justice E. M, Randall of the State Supreme Court. Among other 
things Barbour says of Tallahassee and the surrounding country we find 
the following: 

••One beautiful day I rode out to 'Goodv/ood' , the grand old 
estate of llajor Arvah Hopkins, several miles out of town. This resi- 
dence was well worth visiting, because it affords a striking evidence 
of how elegantly the old-time planters enjoyed life. Erected in 1844, 
it coniprises numerous buildings ranged around a large square in the 
rear, used for laundry, cook-house, milk-house, saddle and harness 
house, etc.; and the spacious surrounding grounds are laid out in park- 
like style, with paths and lawns and innumerable strange plants, ferns 
and flowers,*' 

Memories of Goodwood reminds one of the social life of Leon 
county and there are at least three books extant which enable us to 
take a peep behind the scenes and see how folks entertained and how 
they lived when they v;ere not busy carrying on their workaday existence. 

The first book of the trio, Florida Breezes, r-as written by 
Mrs, Ellen Call Long and published by Ashraead Brothers, Jacksonville, 
in 1882. As ?J[rs. Long was a most interesting personality it will be 
well to say something about her before discussing her book. She was 
the daughter of Governor R, K. Call and born on her father's Orchard 
Pond Blantation in 1824. According to a short biographical sketch of 
Mrs, Long in the State Library, she vftas the first white child ever born 
in Leon county. This statement, however, is luidoubtedly a mlsto-ke, for 
there wore white people here in the days when the Spanish power was 
uppermost in Apalachoe. Ellen Call vMle yet a young woman was united 
in marriage to Medicus A. Lone, said to hi.ve been a brilliant attorney, 
and to the couple were born t'.-'o children — ^Eleanor ITonie and Richard 
Call Long, 

Mrs, Long wrote a pamphlet on silk culture and is said to 
have nadc the first experiment ever tried in Florida in the production 
of silk worms,* From the silk she preduced she made a beautiful 
Florida flag which she presented to the state at the time of Governor 
Perry's inauguration. The fringe to this flag was made by Rinette 
Gamble Long. 

But the short biographical sfe&toh of Mrs, Long does not 
reveal her nearly so much as does her book, Florida Breezes. This 
book shows clearly that she was a trained observer of v*hat occurred 
around her and that she was greatly interested in men and \7omen. 
Not only did she take note of what occurred in high society, of 
what the politicians were saying and doing, but she studied the life 
of the backwoodser as well. The failure of Llr. Brown's sugar culture 
is noted with as much interest as the eccentricities of Prince Murat. 
Duelling, races and banks were considered as fit subjects only for 
masculines, but Mrs. Lang dared to discuss them. She loved to relate 

* This is an error. There had been such experiments long before, 
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the doings of full "blooded men 'And romen — hor they lived, hoT? they dis- 
ported themselves socially, hovir they ate and drank and hor they enter- 
tained the stranger. 

In some respeots Mrs, Long's "book resembles Murwt's America 
find the Americans, hut rhereas Murat writes in the abstract, Mrs. Long 
gives concrete examples* A recent much discussed Book, "Stars Fell on 
Alubama" , by Carl Carmer, has some likeness to Florida Breezes, but 
Garmer's book has at least tro differences — it covers more territory 
and is less fair, 

A copy of Florida Breezes is nor hard to find — it is doubtful 
if there are more than half a dozen copies in Florida or more than tv;ice 
th_t many in the world. Some there are rho s.i.y that most copies of the 
book ve re purposely destroyed as v;as Governor Oilmer's Georgii-ns. It 
is possible that the Florid;a Breezes told too much about duels, drinking 
and political scraps to please some folks, but, nevertheless, it ;^'iveG 
us descriptions of ei-rly life in Florida tk\t T/e C'-nnot sifford to miss. 
And it gives them interestingly, too. T^hen one gets started rei'.ding 
Florida Breezes one does not want to stop. Mrs. Long ranks easily Tjnong 
the greatest rriters Florida produced during the last century and even 
until nor fer have surpassed her. 

Columbus Drer ras State Comptroller rhile George F. Drer, a 
distant relative, ras governor. After his death Drew's daughter 
published a book containing many of his poems, but besides these there 
are one or more articles in the book descriptive of social life in 
Tallahassee during Governor Drer's regime. These are valuable in that 
they shor that the breakdorn of the slave system and the ruin 'wrought 
by the Civil War by no means ended the social functions of pre-Civil 
7/ar days. 

Miss Sallie E. Blake's Tallaliassee of Yesterday contains an 
interesting sketch of the tournament and of the doings of Prince Murat. 
We have to thank this beloved lady for what she has preserved to us of 
the past. 

In the discussion of books dealing T,'ith social life in Talla- 
hassee I iMive so far left out the mention it gets in tro novels; A 
Tallahassee Girl, By Maurice Thompson, already referred to, and Not 
Magnolia, vrltten in 1928, by Edith Everett Taylor. Thompson's book 
is much exaggerated and Irliss Taylor's even more so — nor rere either of 
those books rritten by Leon county people. Horever, no student of 
this section of Florida can afford to neglect them. 

Even books written for advertisers sometimes have excellent 
descriptions, and such can be said of Florida of Today, a book published 
in London in the 1880 's, and brought out by the South Publishing Company. 
There are many things about Florida, its beauties, its healthfulness and 
its resources in the book, but the one portraying the advantages of Leon 
county ras rritten by Richard Call Long, son of the Mrs. Ellen Call Long 
who wrote Florida Breezes. Mr. Long's article in the book betrays a 
clear, readable style and an ability to put interest into rhat he rrote, 

Richard Call Long's life ras as interesting as his writings. 
He was only fifteen rhen the Civil Tar broke out, yet at this early age 
he became a courier to General William Miller. He ras in the greatest 
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battles fought in Florida, Olustee and Katur-il Bridge, and in the last 
■battle Courier Long's timely urrivil rith recnf orcements helped to save 
the day. 

Mr. Long rrote many special articles for the literary and 
sports magazines. As an orator he T^as considered ramong the best of the 
state. Probably no other Leon county man Icner more about the history 
or advantages of his county. 

There have alrays been versifiers (though all have not 
rritten in rhyme), but the first native of Leon county v/ho made a name 
for herself as a.- poet appears to hive been Mrs. Mary E. Bryan, born 
on Lake lamonia, Leon county, about the year 1639 or 1840. 

Mrs. Bryan's father, Llajor J. D. Edrards, ^7hen his daughter 
had reached tvielve years of age, moved to "V/oodland", n place -"-hioh 
he probably orned, near Thomasville, Georgi-'j., in order to ^Ive his 
daughter better educational adv:in tage s . But girls rill be girls, and 
despite her recognized ability, young Ilary Edrards at si2:teen married 
the son of a weu-lthy Louisiana planter and trent with him to lite on a 
large plantation on the Red River in Louisiana. A year later, v/e are 
told, Mrs. Bryan returned "under painful circumstances" {probably 
meaning her marriage "didn't click") to her father's home. Here — 
maybe to forget — llo.ry Bryan began her long career as a writer of verse 
and stories, V.'e cannot afford space to chronicle all she did, but so 
rell-knoTTi did she become almost immediately that about the year 1859 
the Transcript published in far-aray Boston said of her? 

"Though very youthful, belov; twenty still, Tvlrs, Bryan is 
widely knovm throughout the South as editress and rriter, the produc- 
tions of her pen ever vrinning a hearty reception from a large circle 
of readers. ITien re consider her youth, the great disadvantages she 
must have labored under on an isolated plantation, far from public 
libraries, it seems to us that her poems reveal the aspiritions of a 
richly -endored and earnest genius. 

We have not space for the entire quotations, but the closing 

Trords are: 

"Genius, as it naturally rallies a noble courage within, 
should alrays be generously recognized from rithout. Thc^t the fair 
young authoress of Florida, rho sings froin amidst the myrtles and 
magnolias of her father's plantation on the banks of the lovely 
Oclockonee, deserves such recognition and encouragement, we think 
everyone rho reads "1^ Missing Florers" v.lll admit. 

Mrs. Bryan vrote a large number of stories and published 
one or more books, but, perhaps, the greater portion of hor work ms 
as editor of various literary and other publications. Her final rork, 
so far as this rriter has been able to ascertain, r:\s on the old Sunny 
South in Atlanta, Georgia, of rhich she was the editor for a nujnber of 
years. This rriter sent some verse to the Sunny aouth in 190S '"hen 
Mrs, Bryan v,-as still editor, and although it rrcs published, the editor 
almost con5)lfctfcly rerrote the effusion. 

In closing this discussion of the life and rork of this 
gifted daughter of Leon re tliink it not out of place to give the first 
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Btanza of the poem mentioned in the atove quotation from the Boston 
Transcript: 

"The day has glided past us like a bark — 

A. fairy "bark on an enchanted sea; 

And noT7 its gold and crinson pennon fades 

In the far T/est, and the pale star looks forth 

To tell us that the day has sailed aray 

Into the mighty ocean of the past. 

And shall return no more," 

Another Leon county poet, Henry Uoel Pelkel, ras bom in 
Leon county, May 18, 1850. His father had emigrated here from Gremany. 
Being lame he ras unable to go to r^^r in the sixties, but he kept busy 
weaving cloth and it is said that he vould reave rith one hand and 
hold a book in the other. He vas very studious and. used his spare tine 
in iniproving his mind. He attended — at least for a rrhile — the old 
T7est Florida Seminary, He also attended the suntner school of Cornell 
University for several summers. For his time Mr. Felkel ras highly 
educated — ^probably better on account of his intensive studies th^n 
many rho get college degrees. 

^ 

In recognition of his ability he ras mide president of the 
State Normal School at De Piiniak Springs upon its orgmization in 1887, 
continuing in this position until 1893 rhen he r-as sent to take charge 
of the State School for the Deaf and Blind at St. Augustine, where he 
remained until his death, February 11, 1897, 

In 1895 lir, Felkel published a book of poems entitled, 
"poems Amid Palms and Pitcher Plants", 

It rill he interesting to those -^'ho do not Imor that Mr. 
Felkel ras the father of Herbert A. Felkel, himself a man of literary 
attainments. Herbert Felkel ras born in DeFuniak Springs, but as he 
lived for years in Leon county and came of Leon county parentage, re 
may re 11 call him our ov-n product. 

Miss Anne McQueen, third of the trio of native Leon county 
poets, began to have her rork appear in print a fev? years after the 
appearance of Mr. Felkel's book, Somfe of her best poems to date are: 

The Cry of the Pines, and In an Egret's Nest, both published 
in the Independent; 

T/ild Flore rs, published in Ner York Times; 

The Concert, in many Bird Day Annuals; 

The White Hounds of Death, in Tom V/at son's Magazine. 

Miss Mc^iueen has had a number of stories published, one of 
the best being "As a Bird to the Mountains" in Uatson's Jeffersonian 
Magazine. T'-o of her stories, "The Sramp Lily" and "Patty of the Pio- 
neers", appeared as serials in Sunshine Magazine, and one, "The Girls 
of Silver Ranch", tos produced in collaboration rith Grace MacGoran 
Cooke. 

Miss Mciiueen is still rith us and let us hope her literary 
voice is by no means hushed. 



It is not suiTprisine that Miss Caroline Mays Brevr'.rd, "born 
ITcveinber 29, 1860, eo,rly teaasae intorested in the history of Florida. 
Her grandfatlier. Governor R, K, C-ill, liud for years helped to mke 
history and the Brevards rere distinguished political and social 
leaders of the state capital. In 1904 appeared Hiss Brevard's first 
book, "History and Oovernnent of Florida", rritten in collaboration 
rith H. E, Eennet, rho prepared the outline of state eovcmnent. 
This text issued as a school book ras brief in content and necessarily 
Miss Brevard had to leave out much of the material she assembled. She 
intended to t-'rite a much more elaborate history and actually had the 
a,anuscript prepared rhen she passed a-roy in 1920. This r-as edited by 
Dr. James A. Robertson and published in 1924 as a tr-o volume history 
of Florida from 1753 to 1924. It is decidedly the best account of the 
period yet rritten, and although it contains errors and the editing of 
manuscript VKiS apparently done in too much haste, it is still invalu- 
able. It is easy to find fault rith the Brevard history. One could 
wish there rere more discussion of the social, cultural, and indus- 
trial life of Florida, There is some unbalance, for instance, South 
Florida is too much neglected, Rerick's Ileraoirs, edited by Governor 
F. P. Fleming, is on some political topics more informational, but all 
those are spots on the historic sun, 

kt the present time there are numbers of Leon county folks 
taking an interest in the history of Florida, Dr, Katherine Abbey Ms 
been closely studying such things as th^ territorial banks, tlie Lafay- 
ette grant and the El Destine Plantation records and has contributed 
valuable articles on each to the Florida Historical Society Quarterly. 
Dr. Lavinia Shores has trritten an article for the Quarterly on old 
Fort San Luis rell v'orth reading and study. Mr. Albert H. Roberts, the 
most modest man in Tallahassee, has rritten for the Historical Society 
Quarterly by all means the best account of the Dade Massacre ever pub- 
lished. Dr. R. S. Cotterill has T>repared a number of biographies of 
Florida persons for the Dictionary of limerican Biograpliy, ^.nd Dr. Mark 
F, Boyd has taken time from Ms strenuous labors rith malarial germs 
to make a study of such topics as the forts at St. Marks, Jackson's 
march through Florida, and the Spanish records of old Apalachee . Some 
of the results of the Doctor's studies have already appeared in the 
Quarterly and other articles rail appear in the future. Miss Dorothy 
Dodd has been mald.ng a study of Florida railroads and canals, of the 
Civil V7ar and Reconstruction period and Cotton Manufacturing in 
Florida, Papers on the last tro topics have already appeared in the 
Florida Historical Society Quarterly and re hope others are to folloi??. 

As an appendix to the Compiled General Lars of Florida, 
Judge James B. T/hitfield has rritten interestingly of the state 
constitutions of Florida, besides taking up other matters of historic 
interest. The Judge about three years ago \rrote a brief history of 
the establishment of government in each of the counties of the Third 
Judicial Circuit of Florida for the laryers of that circuit. All rho 
heard his recent paper on Governor Bloxhaiu Icnor that he is a close 
student of the history of his state and re 11 prepared to vrite on ttot 
subject. 

One of the most interesting men rhc ever lived in Tallalxissee 
ms Charles Augustus 'Choate, v/ho TTas Secretary of the advisory board 
of the Florida Edition of Makers of America, published in 1910, Mr. 
Choate, in addition to acting as Secretarj-- of the Board, rrote a 



nunber of the Toiographies of the leaders cf Florida in the set of 
books nanod. He ras veil prepared for tlie tr.sk, for besides having a 
good education he had edited many neT?spapcrs, served r^s AssiGt?jat 
U. S. District Attorney in Tennessee, been Judge Advocate General mth 
the rank of Colonel on Governor Flening's staff, and at one tine a 
nenber of a book-xoublishiiig fim. All cf the above vocations enabled 
Mr. Choate to study nen and understand hunan nature. 

He vas a close relative of Joseph II, Chcate, a fornier 
anbassador of our country to Great Britain, a leading lawyer and 
distinguished statesnan in ^unerican hJ.story. ;ir, Choate ras a contribu- 
tor to magazines and to nev/spapers. He "ns the correspondent of rriters 
and other nen cf note, and the State Library lias to th^nlc his fine 
daughter, I-Iiss Nancy Choate, for tr70 letters fron T7illia:n Tinter, the 
poet, to Mr. Choate. 

In the State Capitol next to the office cf the Co;nniissioner 
of Agriculture sits a very quiit and nodest rjan, Thonas Joseph Brooks. 
Jlany of the excellent bulletins of the Department of Agriculture were 
uritten by Mr. Brooks, but in 1928 lie left fam subjects for some tiling 
more philosophical, and as a result re liave his "ilarch of Hind", and 
excellent book t'liich shors broad reading. 

Believe it or not, one of cur state officials is an author. 
The Honorable Robert Andret? Gray in 1926 published Gray's Civil 
Govemnent in Florida, an excellent text on the subject. 

Ilr. Choate has not been the only Leon county '"Titer of 
biograpliies, Mrs. ITicholas Uare Eppes' book "Through Sone Eventful 
Years", published in 1926, tolls rjuch of the story cf her orm life, 
and in it interr.'eaves a great deal of the history of the period. This 
book is not only interesting to the student of bicgiraphj,'-, but one gets 
much excellent naterial pertaining to affairs in Leon county before and 
after the Civil V/ar, I.Irs. Eppes' other book, tlie ITegro of the Old 
South, is the only one cf its kind ever written in Florida. As the 
author vra.s fifteen years of age ryhcn the T?ar brolce out and a bright and 
trained observer, and as lier father ovined a large number of sLaves, she 
has a right to knor nuch of the subject about vrhioh she has rritten. 
The rrriter of this paper is not qualified to speak of the value of the 
book, but rhatever my be said it can be confidently asserted of Mrs, 
Eppes as cf Dr. Johnson: "The author is greater than her books." This 
very fine old Southern lady is still a nine of historical infornation 
and re feel tliat she has been a very fine influence in Tallahassee and 
Lecn county. 

For mny years, a very aggressive little nan has been a 
distinguished neaber of the College faculty and rhile he is anong the 
last nentioned in this article he is by no means least. I refer to 
Dr. Josiah Bethera Game,* born in ^lulholland, S. C, August 14, 1869. 
Dr. Gane has liad nany interests in his busy life but one of the 
greatest ainong them has been the study of latin, literature and the 
classics. As a result of these studies he has rritten three textbooks 
of Latin in collaboration rith Dr. Charles Upson Clark, These are 
Clark and Game's First Idtin, Clark and Gaiue's Second Latin, and Clark 
and Gane's Hedieval and late totin Selections. Dr. Gane is the author 

• Dr. Game passed aray since the above uxs rritten. 
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by himself of one book, entitled, "General Literature: I.Iyth, Epic and 
Drona," 

In closing I shall apologise for wljat I have or.iitted, i rill 
say, horever, that Leon coianty has reason to be proud cf its contri- 
butions to literature and on account of the literary background it has 
furnished to r.-riters livine" else'-here . It niay rell take pride, too, in 
its contributions to otlier sections* Born here and here settin;^: his 
early training ras Willis 11. Ball, nor editor of tlie Florida Tines 
Union. Also of Tallaliassee nativity is Alston Ooclcrell, nor actinj^ 
president of the Florida Historical Society, One cf cur brilliant 
nevjspaper snen rent to California and becvne covernor cf that state. 
*ui editor of the Florida Sentinel, Joseph Clisby, rent to Georgia and 
became editor of the !.Iacon Telegraph, Irvin{;^ Ashkenazy, a fer years 
ago a youngster of Tallahassee, Ins since leaving the city rritten 
verse vhich has received much favorable nenticn. 

Our prediction is thit re are nor just x^ast the daxming 
of a glorious literary period rhich i-i.ll blaze forth brilliantly in 
the years tc cone. 
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OLD STREET EAILT/AY OF TA.LIAHA.SSES 

By Sallie E. Blalce 
Delivered Deoember 14, 1934 

Going "back 45 years we visualize a queer antique. Some called 
it a "street car," some a "horseless carriage," others "Uncle Kick's Bus." 

Mr» R. L. Bennett of Plii ladelpMa, whose uncle was then presi- 
dent of the United Gas coinpa:iy, came to Tallahassee with wonderful 
visions of the possibilities of our little tov-a, which at t'lat time 
nurahered aLout 3,000 inlialiitants. It \7as said tl:iat he contenrolated 
building a railroad from Tallahassee to Thomsville, Georgia, and that 
he iiad this in inind in putting dovjn a street car line which could be 
used later as a part of the railroad ti-ack. 

Mr. Bennett 7;as a man of small stature but posses.Ted a "Iceen 
eye to business," dreaming of vonderful dividends to be derived frora 
tliis project. 

After weeks of fruitless efforts to for^ a company and raise 
funds to build the railroad, tliat scheine was abandoned, but the street 
car line was built, a charter liavii-ig been civen LIr. Bennett sometime 
during 1889. Mr. R. B. Gonmn ms then .:iayor of TallaliasGee and !Tr. 
John Dellilly tO'-Ti clerk. Of course, our people rejoiced at this new 
development. Some Md visions of Tallahassee becoming a metroT)Olis, 
with skj'scrapers, big business organizations and other city possessions. 

Tliis aiicient track started at the present railroad station, 
wendins its way up to Duval street, just southwest of the suprei-ne 
court building on up to tlie south side of the Capitol and on into 
Monroe street, terminating at v'^iat is no'^ t'lS corner of Monroe and 
Brevard streets, the northern limit of the town at that time. 

The little vehicle vas dra'-'n by tv;o tiny red mules, but fat 
and "roley-poley," At tiiaes tlie passengers felt as if they were doin^: 
violence to their conscience by imposirig extra weight on these diminu- 
tive little anin^als. However smll of stature their august names added 
much to their importance. "ITepoleura" and "Buceplialus" held their 
little Jieads hi^h, ignora.it and seeminsly disdainful of their distin- 
guished i;iames, 

"Uncle llich?' and "Uncle Jim," two old anti-beira;n "colored 
gentlemen" Ijad clmrge of their quaint outfit, viein^ y'ith one another 
to please tlie "wMte folks," I feel this generation has lost something 
in not loiowing tiiis tj'pe of old negro. "Hepoleura" and "Bucephalus" 
were very precious in the sight of these old darkies and were spared 
on uiany occasions. Oft times when the car vra,s so fortunate as to have 
a n-jmber of passengers to bring up from the station, as they neared 
the hdll and comer soutlwest of the Supreme court building, these old 
darkies, in a most apologetic *nanner and tone, would say 'White folks, 
would you mind, please sir, to git out and walk a little way whilst I 
urges •lle-^oleum and Buchephalus' round dis corner?" The us-oally good 
natured passengers, takiiig it all as a joke, coi.iplied mllingly v/ith 
their requests. Should the track be wet, or the car unusually/' liard to 
pull, the old driver would go to th.e rear and pusli, thus lending a 
helping hand* 
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After the passengers returned to their seats and all got 
started again, the faithful old driver, in an effort to apologize for 
their disconfort, uould say — "Yes sur, sho is a mighty hot day. Slor7s 
up dese inules, hit does. He heat gets den mighty po, too. And den 
dey aint used to TOilkin' on dese oross ties, no "way. You see, folks, 
dey aint all mule, dey's got two parts mule and one part donlcey — dats 
why dey's so little." 

Both of the old darkies were most obliging. Oft times when 
a lady heard the car coning and she had not quite finished her after- 
noon toilet she trould call from her T7indoT7 for "Uncle Nick** or 
"Uncle Jim" to xvait a minute. Either would oblige, feeling it a 
privilege to wiit for "llissus." Then again, going dovn main street, 
some lady passenger vrould ask the driver to stop a fev: minutes and 
mit for her T7hile she i^n in a store and did a little shopping. All 
these requests were politely complied rith by the long-suffering and 
much iniposed upon old darkies. 




Should there be some regular passenger going to work in the 
morning and he was not at the gate, the old driver would be more than 

apt to stop in front of his house and call out, "llr, « 

I'se ready." 

Of course, the streets were not paved at that time and there 
was a low place in front of Kemper's stable, v;here the Elks building 
now stands. During the summer, when there were hard rains, sand would 
be washed on the track, making it impossible for the car to oross until 
it had been cleared avra.y. Any passenger caught north or south of this 
point had to pursue his way in the rain or the sun, as the case might be. 

It is hard for one who never saw the quaint little car, the 



tiny red mules, and the dear old drivers to visualize just wltat it '■^s 
like. 

It is needless to say ilr, Bennett's venture did not prove tlie 
bonanz% he had hoped for. In 1896 the line r-as abandoned and the equip- 
ment sold. In 1897 Mr. B. 0. v;hitfield purcliased one of the "little 
red mules" — the last on the mricet. 

In those days kerosene lanps rere suspended from posts located 
at various corners to light the torm. At night fall, a nesro ma.n on 
horseback, rith a box of iiiatches, vent at John Gilpin speed from corner 
to corner, lighting these laii^ps. In the early dawn he could be heard 
racing by on Ms vay to put them out. 

t/ith our present advantages and conveniences those indeed, 
seem primitive days. But the social atmospliere, the culture of the 
people, the hospitable homes, lent a cliarra to Tallaiiassee peculiarly 
her oxm and it ms a Mecca for many distinguished visitors. 
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HEI.II1TI3CB1TCES 0? IliLL.iJilS3SE 



By Alston TV. Oockrell 
President of the Florida Kistorical Society 
Delivered Januarj^ 11, 1935 

When yotir president, old friend Mr, Cash, invited me to talk 
to the Tallahassee Historical Society'-, I recognized tint the invitation 
ms extended on behalf of the Florida Historical Society, of rrhich at 
this time I have the honor to he president. Hovrever, I have he en glad to 
accept the invitation as a personal one that I might as a native of Talla- 
hassee retiarn to the birthplace of ny mother and n^yself, to the home of 
ray grandparents and mny of lay Mn who have lived here for over a century. 

Let ne mice my meaning clear. TThile I come of a long lived 
people, I do not mean to claim that any individvial kinsman lias lived here 
over a century, merely that some members of different generations of the 
family connection have lived here so that their different lives in 
Tallahassee have extended for over a century. 

It is always a pleasure to come back to the place r-here so 
much of my childhood vra,s srjent, ■where many of n^^ relatives and oldest 
friends still live, rhere :ja.w/ of the friends of my maturer years no'^ 
live, and, I may add, hope to continue to live, the voters and the appoin- 
tive porer permitting. It is a privilege to have the opportvinity to talk 
to the Tallahassee Historical Society. It is an honor to be invited by 
you to address you, and I thank you for it, 

Mr. Cash has nade a number of suggestions for subjects for mjr 
talk, among them beirig "Glimpses at T7est Florida political Leaders" and 
"Historical Significance of Past «.ttempts at Capital Removal", but 
Mr, Gash has been kind ajid has given me full latitude to choose my own 
subject. Speaking at the place my mother airways called home, though the 
last half century of her life she lived av:^y from here, I am going to 
give myself the pleasure of reminiscing about Tallahassee, Thich rill 
give me opportunity to refer to some of the subjects mentioned by Mr. 
Cash and to talk of Tallahassee and its people as I have 1-cnom them 
personally and by tradition. 

That you may knc-' something of the background from vhich I 
speaJs:, I may say that my grandfather, Di-vid Shelby Tallcer, came here as 
a young larger from Kentuciy in 1837 and lived here lintll his death. 
His older brother, George Keith Tfelker, cane here a fer? years earlier, 
and earlier still had come a cousin, Richard Keith Call. I ms born at 
iay grandfather's home, vhich occuipied the block immediately southeast 
of the Capitol. I visited here rjany times during m;/ grandfather's life. 
*Lfter his death the family moved across Monroe Street and Md the home 
on Ivlonroe Street south of the Capitol, There I visited constantly 
until I V3.S sent Os'mry to prep school and college. Since graduation, 
business matters have often brought me to Cillahassee. 

Any discussion of Tallahassee should logically be lan^ely a 
discussion of politics and the public men, for since early territorial 
days Tallahassee has been Florida's capital, and Tallahassee life lias 
centered largely if not principally around the Capitol. So, let me 
spealc briefly' of some of the earlier governors I have lcnOT.'n. 
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I liave referred to Richard Eeith Call, soldier, territorial 
governor, pioneer, developer of Florida, and friend of "Old Hickory/'!, 
President Jackson. Truth forces me to admit that I did not knoT" \ 
(jovemor Call, tut I well rernemter Ms daughters, Ilrs. Ellen Call Long 
and Mrs. ilary Brevard, two of Tallahassee's most "belovGd woaen. His 
granddaughter, iliss Caroline ilays Brevard, ms one of Florida's out- 
standing citizens. Dr. Call, Governor Call's "brother, lived here on 
North Monroe Street about opposite the Brevard and V.inthrop homes. 
Dr. Call's grandson ras Ehydon Mays Call of Jacksonville, in rny judg- 
ment the ablest trial judge Florida has ever had. Among my childhood 
memories is a visit to Governor Call's home, "The Grove", a sketch of 
which appears in your first annual, at a time when Cousin Ellen was 
engaged in growing silkworfas. The family laust have tenipox^rily moved 
upstairs, for my mental picture is that the enormous hall and all of 
the downstairs rooms were filled with trays containing silfoi^orms, and 
tliat mulberry leaves, on which the worms were fed, occupied all the 
rest of the available space. J.Irs. Long deserved and had the respect 
of all who loiew her. From those who did not know her she required the 
respectful treatment that her standards indicated. A tradition, for 
the truth of which I cannot vouch, is that when Henry M. Flagler was 
beginning his development of the East Coast he learned of some of the 
magnificent articles of art and historical interest at The Grove, and 
wrote Mrs. L«>ng offering a large price for some of them. The letter 
V7B.B returned to him unopened. He had overlooked the fact that ladies 
of that generation expected the deference of hand-written letters. 
His secretary had typed the letter. 

The earliest governor I knew was my grandfather. Governor 
Milton -TT&s war governor. After his death Judge Marvin of Key TTest 
"tfes appointed provisional governor by the Federal authorities. The 
Constitution of '65 was adopted by the white people, and my grandfather, 
David S. T7alker, was elected governor. The Republicans and negroes 
took charge with the aid of the Federal troops. The negroes were given 
the vote, the former Confederates were largely disfranchised, the 
Republican constitution of 1668 was adopted, and Harrison Reid became 
governor. , 

The next governor I knew was also a Tallahassee man, the only 
native of Leon County to be governor, the only governor to be twice 
elected, the man whose centennial you will celebrate nezt simmer, the 
beloved T/illiam D. Bloxham. As a boy I heard him deliver his second 
inaugural address, j 

Governor Bloxham at the end of his first tern was succeeded 
by Edward A. Perry, a T.'est Florida man, > from Pe^sacola, who in turn 
was succeeded by Francis P. Fleming, a lawyer of Jacksonville. Governor 
Fleming was still practicing law In Jacksonville when I was admitted to 
the bar. ^ 

Governor Fleming "^s succeeded by Judge Henry L. Mitchell of 
Tampa. My memory of Governor Mitchell's administration is principally 
of Ms effort to prevent a meeting of two distinguished personages in 
Jacksonville, James J. Corbett and Charlie Mitchel. Governor Mitchell 
and the public generally looked upon the proposed meeting as a world's 
championsMp prize fight. One difficulty he etrcoimtered was that what- 
ever may have been intended, the contract bebs^een the principals and 
the promoter for the meeting provided for a perfectly lawful appearance 
at the fair grounds in Jackscn'.'llle, for a scientific exhibition of 



boxing. Years afterv.'ards I got much merriment reading in an old-fashion- 
ed letter press book in our office a copy of that contract as prepared 
by ray father. Governor Mitchell instructed the county solicitor and 
H, B. Broward, then sheriff of Duval County, to stop the fight under 
threat of removal from office. He also ordered out the militia to pre- 
vent the fight. Bromrd acted by seizing the fair grounds. This iwas 
illegal, the sheriff ms restrained by an injunction. The militia 
could do nothing to prevent the exhibition, and on half-price ticlcets 
saw Corbett retain the ■world's championsMp in the third round as 
Charlie Mitohel lay prone on the canvas for quite a while. It vas 
generally understood that Mr. Corbett had hit Mr. Mitchel rather 
severely, but, if that is so, it happened so suddenly, that, T«*ien 
Corbett later ipas tried for assault, no witness could be found to 
testify that a blow had been struck. Many testified to seeing the two 
men prancing around the roped enclosure and to seeing Mitchel fall and 
remain down, but no witness, who testified, had seen what caused the 
fall. 

A most inspiring occasion was the ceremony incident to the 
going out of office of Governor Mitchell and the inauguration of 
Governor Bloxham. I shall never forget the feeling I had of the intense 
sincerity of the two men as they made their speeches. 

The next governor was W. S. Jennings of Brooksville, viio was 
nominated at the last Democratic state convention. As a youngster just 
beginning prep school I attended some of the sessions of this convention 
in 1900 in Jacksonville, 

The first governor nominated by a Democratic primary was 
Napoleon Bonaparte Broward of Jacksonville, who had been sherilf of 
Duval County during the Mitchell administration. One of the ablest 
and most forceful men who has ever held the reins of state. Governor 
Broward's accomplishments as governor are well known. After a splendid, 
constructive adnini strati on, he -^^s nominated in the Democratic primry 
as United States Senator, but died before being elected. With his 
people poverty-stricken as a result of the War, he was denied the advan- 
tages of education in childhood. While quite yoi:mg he went to sea as 
cook on a schooner, then returned to Jacksonville, was pilot, towboat 
man, county politician, sheriff, filibuster commander of the tug "Three 
Friends" during the Cuban insurrection before our "lar with Spain, 
member of the legislature, and finally governor. ITot until he ran for 
governor was he fully impressed with the need for an education. During 
that campaign, his friends had to help him with his speeches to prevent 
grammatical raistalces. There was never any trouble about the substance 
of his speeches — his brain was plenty big to see to that — but the nice- 
ties of grammar he did not know. Before Ms term as governor was over 
he knew gramnar and was fully able to speak before any gathering, no 
matter how highferow, without the least grammatical slip. I look upon 
this as the achievement which best demonstrated his ability. 

Since then we have had. Gilchrist of Punta Gorda, Trammell of 
Lakeland, Catts of DePvmiak, Hardee of Live Oak, Martin of Jacksonville, 
Carlton of Tampa, and Sholtz of Daytona Beach. 

A law partner of former Governor Carlton is Giddings E. Mabry, 
son of Judge Milton H. Llabry of Dade City. When I used to come here as 
a boy, Judge Mabry was a justice of the Supreme Court. He voLjintarily 
retired. When I was admitted to the bar, he had become clerk of the 
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Supreme Court. After lay grandfather's death. Judge llabry occupied his 
old home. When I ms here, I lived directly across the street from him. 
His eldest son ms Giddings, now Governor Carlton's lav; partner. His 
next son, Jack, ahout my age, tos my chum. A younger son rras Dale, 
later the famous aviator for vrhom 1?allahassee ' s field is named. 

One of my early recollections concerns an incident in Governor 
Fleming's administration aroxrnd the election and seating of United 
States Senator T/ilkinson Call. The story, briefly, is this: 

Senators then were elected by the legislature. Call lad a 
sufficient majority in the House to insiire his election at the joint 
session. He did not have a majority of the Senate. The anti-Call 
senators sought to prevent an election by this scheme: They reasoned 
that a joint session could not be held unless a quorum of the Senate 
and a quorum of the House v^ere both in attendance. By absenting them- 
selves they could prevent the attendance of a quorum of the Senate. 
They therefore absented themselves. To get beyond the reach of the 
Sergeant-at-arms of the Senate, they drove to Georgia and were there- 
after knOTm as "The Babes in the T7oods." The Seriate met, rrent to the 
House chamber for the joint session, the joint session TTas held, and 
Call "^.s elected. Several months later, but before the convening of 
Congress, Governor Fleming issued a proclamation that there had been 
no lawful election, appointed R, H, M. Davidson of Quincy, prepared and 
signed his commission, and sent it to the Secretarj-- of State for attes- 
tation, John L. Crawford, Secretary of State, refused to sign and affix 
the seal of the State to the commission. The Supreme Court by writ of 
mandamus obtained by the Governor held that the Secretary of State was 
required to attest the commission. At first he declined to comply, but 
later he did so. Mr, Davidson, with his commission, -"^ent to 17ashington, 
Both Davidson and Call applied for admission to the Senate, Call was 
seated. 

These I think are the essential facts, stripped of details. 
In my mind the central figure in the controversy -nas Dr. Crawford. Of 
him and of this incident I would like to speak more in detail. 

Dr. Crawford was a member of one of Georgia's most distin- 
guished families. A young doctor, he came to Florida and settled in 
T7akalla County. There he labored, doing his best not onlj'- to minister 
as a physician to his people, but also to help them to better their 
condition in life. Sent to represent them in Tallahassee, he mde his 
mark here and was induced to broaden his field of activity to the 
whole state. He became Secretary of State in 1881 and held that office 
until his death in 1902. He was succeeded by his son H. 0. Crawford, 
who retained the office until his death in 1929. 

Dr. Crawford and ray grandfather were intimate friends a great 
many years, until my grandfather's death. I knew him because I so often 
saw him at my grandfather's home. A man of great ability. Dr. Crawford's 
outstanding traits were absolute honesty and utter fearlessness. I can 
remember so well as a snail boy seeing him in my grandfather's library, 
telling of Governor Fleming's first efforts to induce him to sign the 
commission and of his refusal. As I recall it, in those days (1891) 
long before the capitol had been enlarged, the Governor's private office 
was a room at the north end of the biiilding, separated from the recep- 
tion room by folding doors. The office of the Secretaiy of State was 
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directly across the liall. The Governor sent the Go.-i;nissior to Lr. 
c^rar^ford rith t::e request tliat he sign it. Dr. Orarford, a Sail nian 
7;as absolutely certain that Call had been lecally elected. The oormlssion 
to Davidson stated the contrarjr. so Dr. Crav;ford declined to sign aid 
sent the oonmission bad: to the Crovernor. The Governor returned it to 
un. IJe then realized tliat tliere -as no doubt about th.e Governor's 
Intent to require hin to join in the effort to prevent the seating of 
Senator oall. The Aiore he thou£.ht about it, the Madder he -ot. ^'^e 
toier;. and there v^as not the slightest doubt in his riiind about it, trat 
Call '^^s the duly elected senator, th^t he n-as being asked to attest a 
paper to the effect th-at soi.eone else ms th.e senator; tliat he nas bein.- 
asked not only solernnly to si-n r]mt he r-as convinced ^^s false, but to"^ 
back It up by the Great 3eal of the State of Florida -hich for so i^any 
years he .lad kept unsullied and inviolate. He r.ude ut, Ms nind v;h^t to 
do, and as he told it, ^ ■ 

"I sot up from my desk and I picked up t:iat paper; i v;aliced 
across t.oe Mil to those foldin;.- doors; I grabbed one of those doors 
ana i flung it to Jacksonville; I grabbed the other and I flung it to 
Pensacola, and I rnarched up to the Governor and flung the paper on his 
desk, and I said, 'Governor, I'll be damned if I do'". 

"tVell, it was not tliat simple. Governor Fleming's feelings 
and convictions v/ere strong too, and he too -as rillin--: to firht. Fe 
telt that the Call election v^s illegal and void and that :^e had the 
pif;:: 1° ""^^'^ ^^'^ air^ointment. So he deterinined to go to the Supreme 
Lnpl; J Vt -'-^^^^^^ to force the doctor's hand, "e called on 
ueneral ., . B. Luiiiar, then Attorney General, to prepare the necessary 
court papers. General Lamr declined, and subseouently, ;ir. Fred T 
.^ers brought the case for the Governor. My father ras ^red for to 
mLe the fignt before the court for the doctor. The Supreme Court 
declined to pass on the validity of tl:e Call election or the Davidson 
appointment, holding t]mt the United States Senate itself is under 

Til rZl ^^""^^! ^"^-^ °^ ^''-^ electtions and qualifications of 

Its members. The court held that the Secretary of State in si,'^nin'^ • 

tZt irTi^'r"'' ^ ^^^"'^^ rninisterial or clerical capacit;, 

tmt v;hen the Governor requires his signature, he must si-n, and 
required him to sign this paper. Dr. Crawford refused to^'sL-n. V/ith 
tne doctor adamant, the Governor adamant, and the court adamant, 
Tnt^'ltl "^^f^'^^^e- Crawford would not sign, the court could 

not make hnn sign; but the court would not permit defiance to its 
judgment, and the only outcome seemed to be for the doctor to -o to 
3ail ior contempt of court. I;Iy grandfather bad an easy clmir i^hicl^ he 
used m his library. This chair r-as moved on to ti:e back porch and t'l^e 
Ibfrr' Dr. Crawford might h.U I comfort! 

?o L Si'L?? ' 7^^^ •^•'^"^^^ Crawford 

to go to Jail, and schemes were thought over by wh-ich the doctor mi^tt 

fL'^t . f ^^'^ ^^^-^ ^ourt delayed tite 

foni^l entry Of its order. Finally a scheme vas thought out by 

ll^elTT . l"^^' '''' ^^^^^^^^ finany he 

agreed to it. Tnere was written under the Governor's signat-ure to t}-e 
commission tlie following words: '>J.gnature to tie 

"In obedience to the opinion and the decision of the Su-oreme 
Court of Florida and the pereiq^tory rrrit therein, to me^is- 
sued, this day in the case of 'State of Florida ex rel Francis 
P. Fleming, Governor, Plaintiff, vs. Johji l. Crawford, Secre- 
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tary of State, Defendant' I have affixed the Great Seal of the 
State at ISallahassee, the capital, the 17th day of I'oveaber, 
A. D. 1691 hereunto." 

Under these ^-'ords Dr. Crawford signed as Secretar?/ of State and 
affixed the seal. 

There is a story tlttt a ner cor-inission ms printed and signed 
by the Governor v/ith more space at the bottom for Dr. Crar'ford to have 
written in his explanati02i of wliy he was signinc?. V/liether tlus story is 
correct, I do not know. The coJ-iniission shown in the "Con{;,ressional 
Record" as havini^; been presented by Mr. Davidson to the Senate is in the 
sajiie rords as the commission copied in t]ie opinion of the Saprerae Court 
in the mandamus case. It is lay understanding that the words iixiediately 
above Dr. Crawford's signature were written by ilr. H, C. Crawford who 
was t]ien a young man and v/ho wrote a very legible, fine hand. T:^■'ether 
Mr. Clay Crawford was able to crowd t]iese words in under Governor 
Flenins's si^nat'ore on the original cor.inission, or whether a new coir^-iis- 
sion v.-ith more room liad to be prepai'ed, the fact remains tVat the state- 
ment which Dr. Crawford signed, with its reference to the Supreme 
Court's opinion showed very clearly tliat he v,'as not concedinj^ t?^.e cor- 
rectness of th.e statements in the comsnission. ?Ie hjs,d lone, before, on 
July 28th, given to Senator Gall a certified copy Ox the transcript of 
the minutes of t'ne session at which Senator Call had bee;i elected. 

Interesting,' dates in this connection are tMt Jenator Call 
was elected on j.Iay Eoth; Ilr. Davidson r-as appointed by Governor 
Fleming on beptember 22nd; the Jupreme Court Iianded down its opinion 
on ITovember ISth; the court delayed the issuance of its perei:Tptory writ 
until ITovember 17th; the credentials of Senator Gall and of :.Ir. David- 
son were presented to the Senate at its opening session December 7th; 
on December 8th the oath "'as administered to Senator Call as a senator, 
and the contest between Call and Davidson was on the sans daj'' referred 
to the Committee on Privileges and Elections; on January 25, 1892 the 
corainittee submitted a resolution upholding the election of Senator Call 
and on Februarj^ 4th the resolution '-as acreed to. 

The committee report sho'"s th^t the voting for Senator began 
in the legislature on April 21, 1891, with no election. Every succeed- 
ing day except Sundays, an additional vote ^^xs taken, until Ivlay 25th, 
when Gall -""as elected. How close the contest -^as is shown by the fact 
ti'iat at the le:;3islative session out of a total membership of 100, only 
54 responded to the roll call, at least 55 were present, for when the 
presiding officer ruled tliat a quorum was present. Representative 
Cjiarles Dou^-herty of Volusia, at one time a consressmn, appealed from 
the ruling. Ilr, Dougherty liad not ansr^ered to the roll call. The ch^ir 
was sustained. XJ]ien the vote rras taken, one senator and one represen- 
tative of the 54 who had answered to the roll call did not vote. One 
voted for D. :•. riays and 51, exactly a majority with none to spare 
voted for Call. 

The United States Senate Coiimittee report l^eld that under th.e 
Federal statute providing- for the election of senators, the le^^islat^^re 
for this purpose is not a junction or union of the tr-'o houses, but is a 
body distinct and separate from either as such; tha,t t^e intent of the 
law was to deprive a minority of the whole nujnber or a quorum of either 
house the power to prevent or -ooRt.-->one the a-^tin-n of the whole 
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legislative body; ti.iat it via.s unreasoaable ■'Oi'ider tlie stj.tute to give a 
greater efi'eot to t';e hbse.ioe and non-actiou of a Minority tlian to t''.eir 
presence and action; and concluded tl^^at a -lajority of the I'^iole t-ody 
i:iavin£, "been present and liaving voted for Call, "le ^'as duly elected. The 
last aotion .of the committee in connection '"itli tMs contest ms to 
recommend jjayinent to Ivlr. Davidson of ^1250,00 for expenses in prosecuting 
his contest, 

Florida Ms Iiad several constitutions. All constitutional 
conventions have been held in Tallah-assee e::cept the first. Tliat niet at 
ot. Joseph. The constitution proposed by tliat convention made no refer- 
ence to Tallaliassee as the capital. Tallahassee was already the terri- 
torial capital, and continued as the 3tate capital. The nezt constitu- 
tion vent into effect when Florida seceded from the Union in '61. Tais 
also made no reference to Tal lamias see as the capital. Th.e first 
constitution -which mentioned Tallahassee as the ca-)ital was the consti- 
tution of 1865. 

Wliile I liave ali'Tays had a f^reat interest in the history of 
Florida at this particular period, I liave never lai0T;n a great deal 
about it ejicept as a matter of faLinily tradition. Ry grandfat'ier was 
not a member of the convention which proposed tliis constitution, but 
I liave understood t^a,t he liad considerable liand in its iialdng. At an^"- 
rate, I knov; that he via.3 very much interested in Tallajiassee as the 
capital of the state, and I laio'" t'lat article 15 of tJiat constitution 
provides as follovs: 

"Seat of Goveriment 
"The Seat of Government sliall be and reiiain permanent 
at the eity of Tallaliassee, until otherv/ise provided for 
by the action of a Gonventio:-. of th.e people of the 3tate." 

V/hen the old-fashioned vvMte people re re displaced and th.e 
Republicans and freediiien tool: clTar.j'e, a new constitution ^-as adapted in 
'68. The provision in tMt constitution n'ltj.i reference to t'.ie capital 
T/as as follo'OTSs 

"The seat of :,^overnment sliall be aiid re::xLin pennanent at 
the city of Tallaliassee, in the county of Leon, until othen-'ise 
located by a majority vote of the Legislature, and by a riiajor- 
ity vote of the people." 

Thus it will be seen tliat from '68 to the adoption of the '85 
constitution, capital removal was legally then under th.e prior consti- 
tuti on. 

T/hen the '85 constitution '"as beinc considered, the comi:Tittee 
having this feature in cliarge reported and recommended a provision as 
f oiler's: 

"The Seat of Government sliall be and re:i3ain permanent in 
the City of TallaMssee, in the County of Leon, until 
Otherrdse located by a t\"0-thJLrds vote of th:e Legislature 
and by a majority vote of the qualified electors of the 
State." 

An ainendraent rus offered, ''Otrilce out all after the word 
' Le i s la ture ' i ii tlie th i rd line." 
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The result of this would have been to perrait the legislature hy tv^o- 
tMrds vote to move the capital, mthout a vote of the people. Tins 
ai:iendjnent v/as offered by Delecate R. Taylor of Alachua, rho later 
served as a Justice of the ouprenie Court longer t}^a.n any other member 
of tlmt important trib-oiial. Hay I here esipress the hope and belief 
tliat mtMii a ferr short years Jud^'e Taylor's record of service upon 
the dupreme bench vdll ]]ave been e::ceeded by one of Leon's disti^ngTiished 
sons, the present Chief Justice. Jud^'e Taylor's motion ',ms laid on tne 
table. Another aiiiendiTient v;as offered by Delegate E. C. F. oanchez, also 
of Alachua, who sought to restrict the legislative vote for removal to a 
majority. TMs r^as voted dovm. lly uncle, David o. V/alher, Jr., ms a 
delegate from Leon to this convention. He prsposed another amendment 
which was adopted. The provision as so arnended is novi part of our con- 
stitution and is as follot'Sj 

"The seat of government sliall be at the city of Talla'^assee , 
in the county of Leon." 

Thus Tallaliassee is and will remain the capital unless the 
constitution itself is chanced, 

Pights have been made since '85 to remove the capital. In 
1699 after school finished in Jacksonville I carae to Tallalmssee, and 
remeiaber sitting in the house gallery '"■lile one of t^ese fights was in 
prosresG. The salleiT at that time v/as not on an upper floor, but ttes 
siut^ly a portion of tlie house cliamber provided for spectators, separated 
from the chaiAer -oroper by a railing. I can so vrell remember the intense 
bitterness of tlmt fight. iYank Clark, for many years a i-epresentative 
in the Conjress from the Gainesville district, but then a representative 
from Duval County, took a most active part, and for the time being at 
least ras quite unpopular with the Leon County people. Tallahassee '-on 
tliat round. The fight was continued in tlie last Deiiocratic state con- 
vention held in Jacksonville in 1900. As a result there T^as a primar^^ 
election called by tliat convention, each City v/hdch ^'as a candidate for 
the ca-nital being voted on. At tiie primary election Talla:iassee received 
not oniy a plurality over each of the other contenders, but received a 
imjority over all. Governor Jennings, v:\xo at the convention had re- 
ceived tlie support of the capital removal faction, graciously bo'-'ed to 
the rill of the people, expressed at the priiiiarj^ and in his first raes- 
sa-ae to tlie legislature reconrnended the enlargeicent and improve. lent of 
the capital, "ecessary legislation V7as passed by tliat legislature in 
1901, the i.jprovements r/ere i;iade, and in judgment, the last da:^er of 
capital removal '-'as thereby liappily ended. 

I Imve enjoyed preparing this talk; I liave enjoyed deliverijig 
it. Let me e^rpress to you, my friends of Tallaiiassee, my sincere thinks 
for this Imppy meeting. 
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THE WAKULLA. VOLCANO 



By William TX^att 
Delivered April 11, 1935 

If a visitor had happened to come to Tallahassee for the first 
time some 50 years ago, among the first of his sight seeing tours r/ould 
have "been a trip to the top of the capitol dome v.'here looking to the 
Southeast he would see a mysterious column of smoke rising above the ' 
tree tops. At first glance he might have thought it to be a conflagra- 
tion of some kind, and probably r;culd never have given it another 
thought, but his guide would intrigue him with the air of strangeness 
and mystery in which the origin of the smoke vras surroiinded. 

Numerous Indian legends had been handed dov;n from generation 
to generation about the "Wakulla Volcano" as the smoke column was called, 
but no person seemed able to penetrate the secret of the s\vamp. 
Northern papers and magazines, ever searching for the new and unusual, 
sent eager representatives to try to unravel the "Mystery of Wakulla", 
but without success* 

The column of smoke was seen at intervals from Indian dn^s 
until the time of the Charleston earthquake of the 80 's v:hich was felt 
in this section to a considerable extent. 

During the dry season of 1932-33, I was able to go far enough 
into the swamp, which in reality is in Jefferson County, to find evi- 
dence of some of the queer works of nature tbat had gone on there. 

Before starting out to see for nyself, I collected all the 
available first-hand information thit I could from various old timers 
in Chaires, Gapitola and Wacissa, all of whom had seen the smoke at 
some time or other and one of whom had seen the glow of fire by night. 

Using a negro, who knew the swamp section, as guide re were 
able to make our way quite a distance into the tangled thickets where 
finally we found a number of sinks with piles of rock close by ttet 
seemed to have been blown out of them, the rocks being different to 
the kind usually found on the surface, for the edges were rounded off 
as though they had been subjected to great heat at some time or other. 
There were mounds or piles of rock as high as 15 feet that looked as 
though they had been blown or pushed out of the earth by some gigantic 
hand, with small rocks close by, that again looked as though they had 
been melted. 

One man from Gapitola tells of a warm spring that he found 
near this section, although the U. 3. G-eological Department says that 
warm springs are found mostly in oil producing regions and also states 
th;it oil is not foiond east of the Apalachicola River, 

The "oiroumstantial evidence" as seen by myself and as 
related by various gentlemen familiar with this region, would seem at 
first glance to be & very convincing argument in trying to prove the 
existance of a Florida Volcano. However, as is often the case, all 
of this so-called eye evidence can be explained scientifically by 
anyone familiar v;ith the geological structure of this section of 
Florida, to disprove the existance of such a volcano. 
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The earth in the swamp section of Jefferson County Is composed 
largely of residual flint rock of tlie Miocene age. At one time the 
elevation of the land was some ten to twenty feet above the present 
level, and with sxxccessive inundations of the ocean the softer rocks 
v/ere Tvashed away leaving the rooks of the harder formations at the for- 
mer height. 

There is no scientific evidence of a volcano as the rocks, 
although seeming to have been subjected to heat, are not of volcanic 
origin. 

Rejecting then, the volcanic theory, permit me to submit 
another. Everyone is familiar with the odd tricks that nature plays 
with the part of the earth that is of limestone formation of '.'^hich 
Natural Bridge is a notable example. Therefore, one can easily explain 
the large cavities and sinks that are so numerous in the swamp section. 

A great deal of the swamp consists of peat and muck lands 
that are the early stages of coal formation, all of wMch have their 
origin in some pre-historic forest that was covered by water. Advancing 
with my theory, after explaining the existance of the cavities and sinks 
and supposing that they continue under groimd to an imknown extent, 
which is a recognized scientific fact, the next step to the eiqplanation 
of the fire and smoke is the filling in of these depressions by trees 
decaying and debris of all kinds collecting, being carried into the 
farthest p;irts of the caverns by the waters of the various inundations. 
Then at some later date, after the floods have subsided for the last 
time, something happens to set this vast underground storehouse of 
combustible material afire, and as in the coal fields of Pennsylvania, 
the fire continues eating away at the vitals of the earth until it 
breaks through the surface at some weak point, the underground fire 
feeding the visible smoke column fbr decades, until perhaps once more, 
as in the Charleston earthquake, ITature tired of the old, causes a 
shift of the earth smothering the->fire or shifting it to a still lower 
level, while man searches for the :niysterious smoke that is no more. 

V./ V*. 
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IITVESTIGATIOIT 0? ST. i/IAEK3 H/LRBOR ^ITFI BRIEF 
COIEvIERCIAL HISTORY OF TFitT TOTTiT AI^D 13EWP0RT 

United States Engineer Office, 
Mobile, Ala., April 2, 1872. 

General: I have the honor to submit herewith copy of the report of 
Mr. Joseph Burney, assistant engineer, on the survey at the mouth 
of Saint Mark's River, from Spanish Hole to Saint Ilark's, Florida, 
authorized by act of Congress approved March 3, 1871. 

The difficulties in the -way of navigation from the Gulf of Mex- 
ico to Saint IJark's, it nill be perceived, are not so much the -want of 
sufficient depth of vater in the river, it being nine feet, except near 
the junction of the Vi'akulla River, where for about two hundred feet, 
the river requires deepening eighteen inches through limestone rock, 
as the obstructions caused by oyster bars which make the channel very 
crooked, especially at "Devil's Elbow," and ''Duck Trap". The work 
therefore of inrproving the channel will be principally cutting through 
these oyster bars, thus making the channel less tortuous. 

The cost of thus iixn-roving the channel, making the proposed 
cut* two hundred feet wide at bottom, with side slopes of two and one 
half base to one foot vertical and nine feet deep, Mr. Burney estimates 
at $40,866.10. 

Mr, Burney, hov.'ever, also states that he sees "no prospect at pre- 
sent of Saint l/toirk's rising in importance for many years to come." 
Under these circumstances he does not think it would be of any advantage 
to the State or district for Congress to grant an appropriation for the 
improvement of the river; the present channel being more than sufficient 
to accommodate the very limited business done. 

In. addition he reports th-at it is in contemplation by the Jackson- 
ville, Pensacola and Mobile Railroad Company to extend their road to 
deep water at Spanish Hole, below which there is a good channel, allow- 
ing vessels to come up drawing nine feet. This would greatly revive the 
trade of the port and obviate the necessity of anything being done 
in the channel of the river between that point and Saint Mark's above. 

For the above reasons, I do not recommend any appropriation for 
the improvements of Saint Mark's River. 

I forward today, by mail, in a separate roll, one tracing of 
survey and one diagram, showing current observations, 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. H, Simpson, 
Colonel of Engineers, United States Army. 

Brigadier General A. A. Humphreys, 

Chief of Engineers, United States Anqy, Washington, D. C. 



Mobile, Alabama, March, 1872. 

General} In accordance with your instructions, dated the 26th day of 
June, 1871, placing me in charge of the survey of Saint Mark's River, 
Saint Mark's, Florida, immediately after receiving the same, I set out 
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for Saint Mark's, and arrived on the 5th day of July follov/ing, 

I at oncG conimenced to oarry out the first part of your instruc- 
ti ons , vi z I 

"You will first proceed to make an ezarnination, and in this con- 
nection you ^ill consult pilots, inasters of vessels, merchants, and 
any other persons, who may be acquainted T7ith the nature of the ob- 
structions, and get their vieyrs as to the best vnxy of overcoming them; 
you will also obtain all the information possible as to the present com- 
merce of the place, and the probable effect of the improvement on its 
increase . 

"The result of this examination you rill transmit as soon as pos- 
sible, rith a rough estimate as to the cost of obtaining a good chamaol 
up to Saint Mark's with the same depth of water as is no-' on the outer 
bar." 

From the above instructions, and the data in my possession, I sub- 
mit, the folio-wing report: 

Saint Ivlark's Florida is sitxiated on the north bank of the Saint 
Mark's River, near its Junction with the Wakulla River, It is a mere 
village and contains the railroad depot and wharf belonging to the Jack- 
sonville, Piinsacola and Mobile Railroad Company, which run the cars three 
times per v;eek between Tallahassee and Saint Jlark's. It also contains a 
postoffice, two stores, and about seventy-five inhabitants, white and 
colored. L dej^uty collector of customs is stationed here, under the 
control of the Collector of Customs, who resides at Cedar Keys, Fla. 

There are no kind of Manufactories in or near the village, the 
inhabitants being principally fishermen, who make a very poor living 
by obtaining fish from the river for the Tallahassee market. 

About three miles from Saint Mark's stands the village of Ile'^'- 
port, (famous for its sulphur springs) which was once an enterprizing 
and flourishing place; contained about 1,500 inhabitants, ten or twelve 
large stores, warehouses, wharves, tiirpentine distillery, cotton-press, 
steam, saw, and grist mills, drug store, etc., etc. 

From various causes the trade of the place declined and now 
does not contain a single business place wliatever and only t^'enty five 
or tliirty inhabitants. Newi>ort was included in the customs district 
of Saint Mark' s. 

I have endeavored to obtain the ezact amount of imports and ex- 
ports for the last ten years from official sources, but have not been 
able to do so. JJiy infonaation is derived from merchants ^d others who 
v;ere engaged in business at that time, and I believe the estimates 
formed will be found correct. 

Previous to January 1, 1861, the commerce of Saint Mark's was 
quite extensive. Betv/een thirty and forty thousand bales of cotton 
were ann-ually shipped from the port, in addition to large quantities 
of tobacco, tar, x?itch, turpentine, resin, beeswax, lumber, hides, and 
furs. The principal experts were chiefly obtained from Middle Florida 
and Southern Georgia. 

The shix)ping season usually commenced in September and ended in 
May the following year. Trade was principally coastwise, nearly all the 
vessels clearing for New York; occasionally a vessel would clear for a 
foreign port, freighted with lumber, but not often. 

At that tine, there were five pilots constantly employed on the 
river, licensed, by the State, who were authorized to charge $3.50 per 
foot on all vessels drawing eight feet or under, and |3 per foot on all 
drawing over eight feet. 

In 1861, the port was closed by blockade, and all business was 
suspended. The some year the Atlantic and Gulf Railroad, leading from 
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Savannah, Georgia, xvas coiiii.-^leted to ThoriTasville, an inland torn in the 
Southern portion of the same state, thirty five miles north of Tallahassee, 
the cax-^ital of Florida. This railroad runs through the rich cotton dis- 
trict of Southern Georgia and along the line of Northern Florida. 

The trade of this district formed the ;:^rinci];^al support of the 
port of Saint llark's, the object of the Atlantic and Gulf Railroad Com- 
pany being to turn this trade from Saint llark's and carry it to Savannah, 
But about th-is time (1861) the railroad VTas seized by the southern 
military authorities, and used princii-<ally by them lontil destroyed by 
General Sherman's Armj^ in the winter of 1864, In 1865 peace ms declared 
and the x^ort of Saint Marie's vas again open to trade. 

The Atlantic and Gulf Railroad, being destroyed, va.s not in con- 
dition to carry off the trade of the district spoken of to Sa-vannah, and 
for a short time Saint ilark's flourished, exporting in the season of 1865 
and 1866, 17,000 bales of cotton, in the season of 1866 and 1867 about 
11,000 bales, and in the season of 1867 and 1868 upv'ard of 4,000 bales. 
At this time (March, 1868,) the business portion of Saint Mark's ras 
destroyed by fire, comprising six large warehouses, a irharf over four 
hundred feet long, ice-house, and steam cotton-press. By this time the 
Atlantic and Gulf Railroad ms repaired and in running order, and a con- 
necting link was completed betreen it and the Jacksonville, Pensacola 
and Mobile Railroad, running east from Tallahassee to Jacksonville, 
Florida, This link connected Tallahassee, Florida, and Savannah, Geor- 
gia. 

These railroad connections completely carried away all the trade 
of Saint llark's, and reduced it to its present condition. There is very 
little shix^ping business done at the port nor, A steamer arrives from 
New Orleans about trice a month, with an aver^-ge of five hundred bar- 
rels of freight, principally for Florida, The steamers take out no 
exports, except a little cotton in the winter to New Orleans, 

An oyster business is done here in the fall and winter seasons, by 
sloops and schooners of about five to ten tons burden and drawing 
some three feet of water, running between Saint ilark's and Apalachi- 
cola, bringing oysters in considerable quantities from the latter port. 

The future of Saint Llark's as a port remains entirely in the 
power of the Jacksonville, Pensacola and Mobile Railroad Company, Should 
they take up the railroad between Tallahassee and Saint llark's, the 
latter place, as a port, is destroyed. On the other hand, should they 
extend the railroad to deep water, at S'panish Hole .(as Jlr, I, G. Gibbs, 
Chief Engineer of the railroad company, infcrias me the company desires 
to do) it would have a very great effect in the revival of the coinmerce 
of the port. Should this be done there would be no necessity to improve 
the river above the Spanish Hole, and below there is a good channel, 
which would allow vessels drawing nine feet water to come in at lov; tide. 

But upon careful inquiry I find it is not the policy of the rail- 
road company to improve Saint llark's. On referring to the maps of the 
State of Florida it will be seen, should the bulk of the cotton crop 
of Middle Florida and Southern Georgia be shipped at Saint llark's, the 
company would lose the long land carriage to Savannah, Georgia, and 
Jacksonville, Florida, and gain only the short carriage to Saint Mark's. 

It will be seen by the following table that the railroad company's 
charges for carryir^g cotton, pork, corn, flour, etc., to Saint Llark's 
are very high as coiTopared with other towns: 

For carrying rork, corn, flour, etc . 



From Tallahassee to Saint jviark's, 21 miles, 25 cents per 100 
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pounds. 

From Tallahassee to Live Oak, 61 miles, 33 cents per 100 pounds. 
From Tallahassee to Jacksonville, 165 miles, 45 cents per 100 
pounds. 

For carrying cotton . 

From Tallahassee tc Saint Mark's, 21 miles, 40 cents per 100 
pounds . 

From Tallahassee to Jacksonville, 165 miles, 85 cents per 100 
pounds. 

The undertain policy of the railroad coripany has a most damaging 
effect upon the prosperity of the port, as no encouragement can he of- 
fered for merchants to employ their capital rvhen it can "be so readily 
lost by the removal of the railroad. 

JLfter tald.ng a careful reviev; of the information I have obtained 
respecting the future prospects of Saint Mark's, I believe that with 
proper industry and a very large outlay of capital, also carrying the 
railroad to Spanish Hole, a very large amount of business could be 
done here. 

There is no port on the east having the advantage of a railvay 
comimi cation nearer thixn Cedar Keys, a distance of ninety miles; on the 
west none nearer than Pensacola, a distance of tvo hundred and eighty 
miles. Cotton can be carried from here to the market in ITew York cheap- 
er than by the present route via Savannah. 

The cost of carrying cotton by the above route is as follows, viz: 

From Tallahassee to Jacksonville, per one hiindred pounds, eighty- 
five cents, and from Jacksonville to Savannah, thirty-two cents; from 
Savannah to New York by sail, fifty cents - making a total cost of 
$1.65 per hundred pounds. 

By the Saint llark's route, it could be carried from Tallahassee 
to Saint Ivlark's for trenty cents, from Saint Ilark's to ITe-w York for 
seventy-five cents. By the Savannah route it only takes one week to 
Ner York; by the Saint Llark's route one month. Therefore, I allow three 
reeks' interest on the value of the cotton, at ten per cent, would 
equal ten cents x^er one hundred pounds; thus bringing cost Saint Mark's 
route $1,05, against f 1.65, the cost of Savannah route — , leaving a 
balance in favor of Saint Llark's of sixty cents per one hundred x^ounds. 
Thus should Saint Mark's export but half the forty thousand bales of 
cotton it exported up to 1861, allowing five hundred pounds to the bale, 
there would be saved to the cotton-grov;ers of the district an annual 
sum of $60,000. 

On the other hand. Saint Mark's has no accommodation at present 
for the transaction of business; no wharf of inpcrtance, the present 
one being only about sixty by forty feet; no -.•arehouses or cotton- 
presses of any descripition. 

The site of the village is upon low, flat, marshy land, covered 
over with weeds and stagnant water, and the climate extremely unhealtiiy, 
it being nearly iiripossible for a ner resident to escape hr.ving severe 
attacks of chills and fever. The coast is also subject to severe gales 
in the fall months, which sometimes do great damage. 

I see no prospect at present of Saint 'lark's rising in importance 
for many years to come. 

Under these circumstances I do not thinlc it would be of any advan- 
tage to the State or district to grant an appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the river, the channel being more than sufficient to accommodate 
the very limited business done on it. 



I would, horever, reccmend, that an air->rcfpriation of ^1,000 be 
granted for the puiTpose of properly staking out the channel, which 
would prove of great value to vessels now using the river. 

Passing frorj the business done on the river to an exa;nir^.tion 
of it for ini;:roving the channel, I find the river to run through a 
low, flat, swani^ry country, and at high tides the land on both sides 
is covered for a wide distance with water. 

The rise and fall of the tides vary to a great extent, being 
considerably influenced by the T;inds; but the ordinary rise and fall 
I found to be two feet four inches — high water at the Saint Mark's 
rharf being about fifty ninutes later than opposite Saint llark's 
light house. The fall of the river between the points, ascertained by 
careful leveling, is twelve and nine-tenths inches. 

Careful soundings of the river show a depth of nine feet of water 
in the present channel, with the exception of about two hundred feet 
near the junction with the Walculla River, and this part of the channel 
will be required to be deepened about eighteen inches through limestone. 

On consulting with the pilots I found they did not conrplain of 
the depth of water, but the difficulties met with in avoiding numerous 
oyster bars, which at some portions of the river mke the channel ex- 
ceedingly crooked, especially at the Devil's Elbow and Duck Trap. 

The work to inprove the channel will be principally cutting through 
these oyster bars, I found them to be coirrposed of from six to eight 
inches of shells, and, for a depth of over nine feet, mud and sand, 
which could easily be removed, so that a good channel could be ob- 
tained at a very reasonable cost. 

To accompany this report I have prex>ared a plan of the river, 
drav.Ti to a scale of one inch to five hundred feet, made entirely from 
field-notes. Should the work be carried out I would recommend following 
the old channel, as shown by plan, and the cut be made below mouth of 
Wakulla River tv;o hundred feet wide at bottom with side slopes of two 
and one-half to one, and nine feet deep at mean low water; Especial 
points for improvement being indicated by blue lines. 

Vessels drawing nine feet of water find no difficulty in passing 
the long bar opposite the light house, and the Spray Bar, etc., until 
near Folly Bar; but here, owing to this bar damming back the water, 
causing it to run into the channel, thus creating a rapid current on a 
falling tide, there is some difficulty though a sufficiency of water. 

Passing Folly Bar the channel remains good xintil arriving at the 
commencement of the Devil's Elbow, the most dangerous part of the river. 
At this point the channel turns veiy suddenly at nearly a right angle, 
and as vessels endeavor to take advantage of the tide running in the 
direction they are going, it is difficult, either in ascending or do- 
conding, to keep large vessels from drifting on the bar immediately 
in front. 

From this i->oint the channel is exceedingly crooked for a distance 
of about two thousand feet; this I propose to straighten as shown by 
plan. 

Passing up the river the channel remains good until near the en- 
trance of Big Bayou, which would require widening and straightening; 
the same work would be required in the channel at Duck Trap; passing on, 
a good channel is found to the wharf, with the exception of the portion 
shown near the junction with the Wakulla River. 

To make the improvements I have described will require the fol- 
lowing amount of work to be done: 

32,864 cubic yards dredging sand, mud, and shell per cubic yard. 
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at 50 cents per yard |16,432,00 

6,573 cubic yards of rock cuttinj^ per cubic yard, 

at $3 per yard 19,719.00 

Staking out channel 1,000.00 

Engineering and continsencies, 10 per cent . , , 3,715.10 



'^40,866.10 



A good channel containing nine foet of mter could be imde for 
the sun of ^40,866.10, but, as stated "before, the business done upon 
the river is not of sufficient inportance to appropriate the amount 
Of money required to inprove the channel, 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient 

servant, 

Joseph Burney, 
Assistant Engineer in charge of Survey 

Brevet Brigadier General J, H. Sinipson, 

Colonel of Engineers, United States Arr^y, Mobile, Ala. 

(Survey of Certain Rivers in Florida 
From Report Secretary of V/ar) 
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GEITTENIHAL OF THE DEATH OF GEIIERAL lAFAYETTE 

Sunday, May 20tli, 1934, tois the one hundredth anniversary of 
the death of General Lafayette* Appropriate services were held in the 
national capitol in Tfeshington connenoratinc this event, heinc attended 
by President Soosevelt, nionbers of congress, otlier public officials and 
foreicn diplomts. 

On the afternoon of the same day, at five o'clock, a nenorial 
service to,s held in the city park in Tallahassee, in honor of the great 
French soldier and statesnan, vho ms also Leon county's lar/^est land- 
ormer, by reason of the township rhioh was selected for hin under con- 
gressional grant in 1825 being situated in Leon County. Ilenorial 
exercises, sponsored by the Tallahassee Historical Society, rere 
arranged by a doranittee representing the Tallahassee Historical Society, 
Masons, Daughters of Anerioan Revolution, American Legion, 17omn's 
Auxiliary, Daughters of the Confederacy, Sons of Confederate Veterans, 
and Tallahassee Garden Clubs. Chief Justice Fred H. Davis, of the 
Supreme Court of the State of Florida, a resident of Tallahassee since 
earliest childhood, ms the principal speaker, and the follorying 
progran ms rendered: 

America 

Capital City Band, llr. J. P. Koscielnyi Director. 
Invocati on 

Reverend Jeffery Alfriend, Chaplain Claude L. Sauls Post, 
JLinerican Legion. 

La llarseillalse 

Capital City Band, Mr. J. P. Kcscielny, Director, 

Introduction of the Speaker by Dr. V/. E. Lems, Chairman of 
the meeting. 

Address 

Chief Justice Fred H. Davis, of the Supreme Court of Florida. 

Presentation of lafayette I.!enorial Park 

Hon. Jack \7, Simmons, Uember of Tallahassee City Commission. 

Benediction 

Reverend Jeffery Alfriend. 

The Star Spangled Banner 

Capital City Band, Jlr. J. P. Koscielny, Director. 

Prior to the Exercises the Capital City Band rendered a 
program of military music at the Band Stand, Corner Park Avenue 
and Monroe Street, t7here the ceremonies were held, and presented 
arms (the usunl military salute) during the playing of the American 
and the French national anthems. 

The resolution of the City Commission of Tallahassee, giving 
the name "Lafayette Memorial Park?' to the tvrelve acre park in the north- 
eastern part of the city, and which lies within the boundaries of the 
Lafayette Grant, was spread upon the Congressional Record of my 29th, 
1934, upon motion of Senator Duncan U. Fletcher, of Florida, and a copy 
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sent "by Senator Fletcher to the Ambassador of the French Republic at 
Washington, was ans-aered "by an appreciative letter fron the Ambassador. 

The Lafayette Grant contains the thirty six square miles of 
land knorm officially as "Township One North of Range One East," on the 
Florida land naps. The monument marldne the intersection of the 
Tallahassee meridian and base line for Florida surveyo, which is located 
about one and one-half miles north of lAfayette Memorial Fark, carries a 
tablet shovang that it marks also the southwest comer of the lafayette 
Grant. 

Address by i Chief Justice Davis. 

In accepting an invitation to be the principal speaker on 
this occasion, I am not unmindful of the difficulty attendant upon the 
adequate performance of my undertaMng. To conceive sentiments viorthy 
of e3q:iression here is no easy task. To adequately express then approaches 
the insuperable. 

For one hundred and fifty years and more we have existed as a 
united nation. An expanding domain has carried our national boundaries 
to the mters of the Pacific. A western ectpire has replaced the lands 
fonnerly knov;n only to the cqyote and the buffalo. Forty eight stars of 
undimmed luster have superseded the siinple thirteen of the original flag 
known to our forefathers. So great tos been our progress and so complex 
has become our civilization that it is liard to comprehend that but a 
short span of one hundred years, a little more than the span of one life- 
tine, separates tliis day from the date of Tlay 20, 1834, when there 
passed into his eternal reward that gallant and distinguished soldier 
v;hose memory we are assembled to commemorate on this occasion. 

I therefore deem it not amiss to call to mind some of the 
historical events that were taking place only a hxmdred years ago. 
Not that such events shall be remembered for their own intrinsic rele- 
vancy, but in order that they may serve to more sharply outline the 
historical period which witnessed the death of the great nan about 
whom I am commissi cned to speak. 

As we tixrn back the pages of histoiy to the year 1834, we 
find Joseph Story just publishing his commentations on the Constitu- 
tion of the United States; Richard lAwrence has recently attempted 
to assassinate President Andrew Jackson, who is just beginning his 
second terra as President of the United States; James A. Garfield is 
but two years of age. Melville Puller, later to become a Chief 
Justice of the United States, is a babe in arms only a few weeks old. 
In the realm of education the i^eople are witnessing the founding of 
Mercer University at Llacon and Tfo.ke Forest College in North Carolina. 
Tulane University also is just being instituted at New Orleans. In 
Philadelphia the first anti -saloon league is holding its initial 
meeting, v/hile in New York Arthxir Tappan and Beriah Green are laying 
the foundation for the Tfer Between the States through their organiza- 
tion of the first anti-slavery societies. This year also witnesses 
the patenting by Cyrus Hall LlcCor/.iick of his first reaper, -an in- 
vention which nearly eq-uals the locomotive in its value to American 
economic development. This too is at the sa:ne tine Colt is patenting 
his first revolving pistol,- a weapon designed to become the instm- 
ment of a war on society by the criminally inclined as serious as 
the troublesome guerrilla rampages of early history. In Florida, 
the period is just preceding the beginning of the Seminole Indian 
\7ar,- a struggle which resulted a year later in the Dade tlassacre 
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wherein 117 nen lost their lives on Florida soil. 

Across the mter. Prance Ms just joined with England, Spain 
and Portugal in a quadruple alliance tc put dcTvn the Carlists in Spain. 
A cholera epidernic has just ld.lled more tlian 18,000 persons in Paris, 
v;here the first raised printinc,' for the blind and the first servinc 
nachine have just been invented. Tlie French Revolution lias stirred 
the people in the bordering G-emnn states to a nore vir;crous political 
life. In Great Britian peace reigns but the Houses of Parliament 
have been burned in a great London fire 7;Mch also destroyed St. 
Stephens Chapel. 

Thus it TTas that cn llay 20, 1834, during a period of strikin^^ 
Mstorical hax^penings. General Llarquis de LaFayette died at Paris after 
having mde his last speech in the French Chanber of Deputies on belxilf 
of Polish political refiigees. 

Throughout his life, LaFayette ms possessed of an intrinsic 
zeal f or advocatinc the cause of political liberty. 

At the age of thirteen he ms left an orplxin r/ith a princely 
fortune. TThen but sixteen years of age he mrried Llarie de Noailles 
V7ho predeceased him by nore than twenty years, llotuithstandinr; his 
marriage, he entered the French Guards and vas a Captain of Dragoons 
at the time vrhen the American Colonies proolained their independence. 
"At the first nev;s of this quarrel" he aftermrd wrote in his nenoirs, 
"ny heart ms enrolled in it". 

As a result of negotiations instituted by hAnself he vras 
shortly aftermrd enabled to offer himself for enrollnent in the 
American forces as a Major General. At the very moment Lafayette 
tendered his services, grave disaster threatened the American Arms, 
All of Lafayette's friends urged him most insistently to abandon 
his purpose. The King of France forbade Ms leaving the country 
"While the American envoys, Franklin and Lee, hold out no encouragement 
for his proposed enterprise in American Arms. Although lafayette ms 
arrested by order of the King of France in his attempt to leave his 
native coiintry, he succeeded in escaping, and finally as r. lad of 
nineteen, presented himself before Congress to demand a commission in 
the forces of the America:^ Revolutionists next to tmt of V'ashington 
himself, the Commander in Chief, May it be said to his credit, hoTvever, 
that perceiving there might be difficulty in obtaining so high com- 
mission as a stranger on our shores, he offered imcondi tionally to 
serve as a simple volunteer, Cong'ress, ho'^-ever, passed a resolution 
making hira a major general. And it \ns as such that he made the 
acquaintance of George Washington rhose everlasting friend he there- 
upon became. 

His first battle Tras at Brandyrine on September 11, 1777, 
T7here he "was bounded. Later he conmanded a division of troops and 
fought gallantly at the battle of Monmouth, The battle of Yorktovm 
terminated Ms military career in the United States, Upon Ms return 
to Ms o^vn Gountrj' he ms almost immediately launched upon preparations 
for a combined French and Spanish expedition against the English vath 
whom France had become involved in yar during the period of Lafayette's 
services in America, 

In 1787 lafayette took his seat in the Assembly of Notables, 
Here it VTas he alone vrho had the courage to demand and sign the demand 
that the French King convoke the States-General, thus becoming a 
leader in the French Revolution. In 1789 he vjas elected to the States 
General, being chosen Vice President of the Rational Assembly. In 
July, 1789, he presented a declaration of rights, modeled on Jefferson's 
Declaration of Independence, The tricolor cock ade of modem France, - 



red and blue amid the royal white, ■was proposed by him and adopted as 
the French national colors. For three years, until the end of the 
constitutional monarchy in 1792, lafayette's history is lar^^ely the 
history of France. 

As a statesman in later life, Lafayette pleaded for the 
abolition of arbitrary iraprisonraent, for relicious tolerance, for 
popular representation of the people in deliberative assemblies, for 
the establishment of trSal by jury, for the Gradual emancipation of 
slaves, for the freedom of the press, for the abolition of titles of 
nobility, and for the suppression of privileced orders. He "was a 
friend of liberty as well as of order. 

I can best close tliis address by a quotation taken from a 
eulogy delivered by Sergeant Smith Pre?itiss in August, 18S4, at 
Jackson, Mississippi, shortly after Lafayette's death: 

"Virtue forms no shield to ward off the arrows of death. 
Could it have availed, even when joined with the prayers 
of a whole civilized world, then indeed, this mournful 
occasion would never have occurred; and the life of La- 
fayette would have been as eternal as his fame. Yet 
though he has passed from amonG - though that counte- 
nance will no more be seen, that used to lighten up the 
van of Freedom's battles, as he led her eaglets to their 
feast - still has he left behind his better part - the 
legacy of his bright example - the memory of bis deeds. 
The lisping infant will learn to speak his venerated name. 
The youth of every country will be taught to look upon 
his career, and follow in his footsteps. TThen, hereafter, 
a gallant people are fighting for Freedom against the ap- 
pressor, and their cause begins to mne before the mercenary 
bands of tyranny - then will the name of Lafayette become 
a watch-rord, tlnat will strike with terror on the tyrant's 
ear, and nerve with redoubled vigor the freeman's arm. At 
that name many a heart, before unmoved, will wake in the 
glorious cause; many a sword, rusting ingloriously in its 
scabbard, will leap forth to battle. And even amid the 
mourning with which our souls are shrouded. Is there not 
some room for gratulation? Our departed friend and bene- 
factor has gone down to the grave, peacefully and quietly, 
at a good old age. He had performed his appointed work. 
His virtues were ripe. He had done nothing to sully his 
fair name. No blot or soil of envy or calxjmny can ncv 
affect him. His character will stand upon the pages of 
history, pure and unsullied as the lilied emblem on his 
country's banner. He has departed from among us; but he 
has become again the companion of ^shington. He has but 
left the friends of his old age, to associate with the 
friends of his youth. Peace be to his ashes J Calm and 
quiet may they rest upon some vine-clad Mil of his own 
beloved land I And it shall be called the Mount Vernon 
of France. And let no cunning sculpture, no monumental 
marble, deface, with its mock dignity, the patriot's 
grave; but rather let the unpruned vine, the wild flower, 
and the free song of the uncaged bird - all that speaks 
of freedom and of peace, be gathered round it. Lafayette 
needs no mausoleum. His -xame is mingled with a Ration's 
History. His epitaph is engraved upon the hearts of men." 
John Qi4ncy Adams has best appraised his place in the history 
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of the people of this United States, in the follot^iny lan{;ua,Ge taken 
from Ms eulogy on Lafayette delivered in GontVress in December, 1834: 
"lAfayette discovered no ner principle of politics or of 
morals. He invented nothing in science. He disclosed no 
nevj phenonenon in the lars of nature. Born and educated 
in the highest order in possession of an affluent fortune, 
and mster of himself and of all his capabilities, at the 
rnoment of attaining nanhood, the principle of republican 
justice and of social equality took possession of his heart 
and mind, as if by inspiration from above. He devoted him- 
self, his life, his fortune, his hereditary honors, his 
towering ambition, his splendid hopes, all to the cause 
of liberty. He came to another hemisphere to defend her. 
He became one of the most effective champions of our in- 
dependence; but, that once achieved; he returned to his own 
country, and thence forward took no part in the contro- 
versies -which have divided us. In the events of our 
revolution, and in the forms of policy which ve have 
adopted for the establishment and peirpetuation of our 
freedom, Lafayette found the most perfect form of govern- 
ment. He wished to add nothing to it. He would gladly 
have abstracted nothing from it. Instead of the imaginary 
republic of Plato, or the Utoi)ia of Sir Thomas Moore, he 
took a practical existing model, in actual operation here, 
and never attempted or wished more than to aj^ply it faith- 
fully to his own country," 
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SENATE CHAMBER TALLAHASSEE 
Tuesday, July 9th, 1935 



EVTRODU CTOR Y 
By authority of Senate Resolution No. 1§, Session of 1935, 
and with the consent of the Secretary of State, custodian of 
the Capitol building, impressive ceremonies were held this day 
in the Senate Chamber at eleven o'clock a. m., under the aus- 
pices of the Tallahassee Historical Society to commemorate 
the one hundredth anniversary of the birth of William Dun- 
nington Bloxham. 



A portrait of Governor Bloxham, flanked with flags, was 
placed above the rostrum for the occasion. A group picture of 
the Governor and his Military Staff of 1897-1901, presented 
by Col. Raymond Cay, and other pictures of the Governor, his 
home and his monument, presented by Mr. Drew C. Adams, 
added to the interest. 



Before the rostrum. 



For the first time, the 
State of Florida has given 
official recognition to the 
birthday of a native son, in 
observing the one hun- 
dredth anniversary of the 
birth of the only man to 
be chosen twice as Govern- 
or of the State. State, 
county and municipal of- 
fices were closed in honor 
of the occasion. 

The Senate Chamber is 
an appropriate place for 
the memorial exercises. 
Like a sentinel of the past, 
the painting of Andi'ew 
Jackson overlooked the 
room from above the Pi-es- 
ident's chair, while the 
portraits of past presidents 
Df the Senate seemed to fill 
the Chamber with the spir- 
it of other years as well as 
the present. 

In preparation for the 
'ceremonies, the Chamber 
had been re-arranged un- 
der the direction of the 
Secretary of State, by tem- 
porarily removing the Sen- 
ators' desk to give more 
space for chairs. Flowers 
from the gardens of Talla- 
hassee, sent by friends and admirers of Governor Bloxham 
and arranged by a committee of ladies under the leadership 
of Mrs. E. M. Brevard in cooperation with Mr. Lewis M. Lively, 
banked the rostrum. Flowers were also placed at the base of 
the cabinet in the corridor where are kept numerous battle 
flags of the Confederacy including that of the Fifth Florida 
Infantry, in which Governor Bloxham served as Captain of 
Company C. Later the flowers were carried to the Episcopal 
cemetery and placed upon the graves that surround the tall 
granite shaft with the name "Bloxham" thereon. 




accentuating the glistening brass of 
their musical instruments 
and the polished oak of the 
Senate Chamber, shown 
the blue coats of the Capi- 
tal City Band who occupied 
the space between the 
President's stand and the 
Secretary's desk, and, as 
the crowd assembled ren- 
dered a fifteen minutes' 
musical prelude including 
national and southern pat- 
riotic selections with "Dix- 
ie" as the climax. 

Boy Scouts in uniform 
assisted Hon. Claude Pep- 
per, chairman of arrange- 
ments, in conducting all 
comers to seats, and as the 
appointed hour for the 
meeting approached, the 
Senate Chamber was filled 
with an impressive gather- 
ing of officials, friends and 
admirers of the twice- 
elected Governor. Both 
the floor and the galleries 
were occupied by specta- 
tors, and many were stand- 
ing in the con-idors during 
the services. 



Bloxham Home and Monument 



illiihasser — Governor Bloxham 



Among those present 
were some who served the 
people of Florida with Gov- 
ernor Bloxham, old friends of the Governor, descendants of 
members of his two Cabinets, members of the State Judiciary 
including a number of Circuit Judges, and many other prom-, 
inent officials and citizens from various parts of the State. \ 

Seated near a window on the extreme left were several col-! 
ored men with white hair, who had been identified with serv-- 
ice to the State during Governor Bloxham's lifetime. One of^ 
them, John E. Proctor, had been a State Senator during Gov-| 
ernor Bloxham's first term as Governor; another, John Hawk-i 
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ins had been janitor of the Capitol building for fifty years, 

ment and progress Of Florida as a great and S^^^^^^^,. 

Mrs. William D. Bloxham, widow of Govern^^ Bloxham 
rived at the capitol with Sena o^^ to 
escorted by Judge J. B. Whitfield cna™ ^^^^ 

Hodges, President of the Senate. ■pinrida 
Hon Alston Cockrell of Jacksonville, President of the Floiida 
Hiftorictl So'ciet" was another distinguished visitor. 
ThP Governor and his Cabinet entered in a body, accompa- 
■^ L A^Iutant General Vivian Collins of St. Augustine, and 
nied by Adjutant-ijenerdi viviai rostrum Governor 

S »dSs™it thTSte senate, and Representafve 

Leroy Collins of Leon county. 

As Governor Bloxhanfs colorful history was gradually un- 

?3nn'r?o?M?n£.r S'lSs ana 

^'^M 'the beginning of the ceremonies a g^^J-'^ "^/'J.^^l^JhaS 

positions at either side of the rostrum, added a fine Pajriot^^ 

touch to the occasion from a ^ilit^^T th^sttte whose mem- 
tribute to the Spanish War Governor of the State, wnose mem 

ory the services honored. -triof^-,.! 

Chief Justice James B. Whitfield, Chairman of the Histori- 
cal Society Committee, presided. 

FORMAL PROCEEDINGS 
THE CHAIRMAN. Ladies and Gentlemen- At a meeting 
of the Tallahassee Historical Society, ".P^" °^„^'anie- 
bert H. Roberts, a committee was appointed to make arrange 
ments for an appropriate celebration on July 9th,J^935^ o^ the 
one hundredth anniversary of the birth of wHiiJ!^ ^.-Tir^ . 
ham one of Florida's most illustrious patriots, .The commit 
tpp determined upon memorial exercises to be held in Jalla 
hasseefy as many of the people of Florida as ^^u^ attend- 
The Senate of Florida by resolution authorized the use of the 

vine Providence. 

REVEREND GERALD '^;^'^^^l°''„^}t^J"a'''^ 

^^^^^^^ 
our Saviour. Amen. 

°S« to you Hb Excellency. Governor David scholtz. 



me today to participate in these ceiemoi , ^^^^ \ 

you a cordial welcome and gieetmg^ It is ^^^^^ , 

the people of Florida should l^nrfd. as its Chief Executive for 
one who so honorably served Florida as its ^^^^^ 

two worthwhile terms. .A^.^^fi^* f ""of Sse who followed in 
Florida, I am very P^^^d ^o be one ol tno o^jnocratic 
this high position m th^f ooteteps of sucn a g^^^ ^^^^ ^.^^^ 
leader. In this busy time in /hich we uv , flowers of 

\i would have been if we could Mve^s^^^^^^^^ ^^^.^ ^^^^ 

appreciation and friendship to tne living, appreciative of 
in the spirit world Governor Blc^xham is fuuy app ^ ^^^^^ 
this delightful ceremony. ^^^^^^^ndeSce Uving in the early 
signing of the ^eclarat on of Indep^^^^^ important 
period of our great country s history Aspiration for 

part in the building of a f^eat State -^ne ^^^^^^ 
us to carry on to even ^i-f^^ter heighte if poss^o ^.^^ 

and Tei" proud to welcome you here today. 

THE CHAIRMAN. It is a ^itfr^.^^^'i^, g^^Tor ^h^^ 
ham that the use of the l^^^^^e^^^^s "chosen as presiding 
memorial exercises Mi^.^™'^^^" tue of his election as Lieu- 
officer of the senate m ISJ^p^^^titSion of 1868, though hos- 
tenant-Governor under the Constitution oi ^^^.^^ 
tile legislative action prevented h^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^ 
is interesting to note that Senate i^soiut 

thority of which these memoiial Leon county. 

Chamber, was introduced by the Senator ^^^^^^ 
who, as President of t^e Senate is ^nae^^g^^^e The Reso- 

r'SSefo^TrResEr rHonoraMe WUUan, C. ^ 
Hodges. 

SENATOR HODGES. Chf " ^^^^^^ 

ate Resolution No. 15, i* i^. ^"f ''^^^^^ and dedicated for 

should be by a Senate J^e.^^l^tTrvancrof the 100th birthday 
this day for the pes of tl^e observance ot uie 
of Governor Wilham D^nrngton Bloxnam s 

man. It is ^^P^^^f "\ f P^""^^^^^^^^ ^tate to 

at one time selected by the sovereign p p ^^^^^.^ 
preside over the Senate ^t that time wnen although 
tution we had the office 0^ u^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^ 
he was deprived of that honor ana j^^^y the corn- 

were then m control ot tne v^iii<^^^'_ senate paid its 

monwealth. now.many years afterward the se^^^^ 
just tribute to this great and good man oy u ^^^^^ber for \ 

SrMEairn^ror^'ro^eS 

3e«n-.SfSM'^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
r^f piinxham the man, as I knew mm. 

of Bloxham ^ ^^^y y^yng 

I knew him well in his letter years wi ^^^^ 
man myself and °f ten saw him o^ the ^ti^ee^s^^.^ ^.^^^^ 
was more than oi:dmarily a handsorne ai^^^ 
ing gentleman; shghtly ^bove the averag ^^^^^j^ 
slightly over the average weight. His r^^^^^^ ^^^.jent 
shaven and his complexion had the ivory p ^^.^^^^^ ^ 

and the scholar. He J^^;^^ ""^^Jt |nd even in the summer 
long black frock coat and a ^ilj h^t^/^^^iack silk cape. His 
time had thrown over his shoulders a d a ^^^^^ 
courtesy and Pohteness to every one was we^i ^^^^^ 
children and often stopped and ta kea to w^^^ childhood and 
He had lost his only two children mthe^r e^^^^^^^^ 
some way or other seemed to get a rnmn^^ too obscure or too 
ing other People's childrem No person ^^.^^^^^ counselor 

poor to have his low estate, powerful or ob- 

of every one whether of high or Jow^es^^^^ 

scure, white or oiacK. we eii.^ Governor's mansion. 

North Calhoun street which was then toe ^ 
and very often after he had closed the uoverno ^^^^^ 
afternoon orie would see J/fif^^ f Sng^^which stood where 
the ground floor of an old °*tice Duuaiu| christo'* 
now stands the Gelberg D^P^^^ gpend an hour or so 
Ten Cent Store. Tlnere he would spena 
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as he was en route home with some cronies of his He was a 
ifne and convincing public speaker. He had few, if any ene- 
mies and so many friends for many years he was considered 
much sponger than his own party and which in a close elec ion 
insured his election when other party candidates might faiL 
He was born, lived, worked and died in Leon county and as the 
townspeople mourned the passing away of a great Governor 
and a good friend and even as his body was carried to the old 
Episcopal cemetery in his native town where it now reposes 
with his parents and family they remembered the many things 
he had given out of his full and stainless life to Tallahassee 
and to Florida, and this observance of the day of his birth 
one hundred years after he was born but exemplifies the old 
saying, "The dead can only take with them m their clinched 
fingers that which they have given away." He gave to Talla- 
hassee and to Florida his love, his labor and his life, and 
Florida on this day observes with gratitude the day of his 
birth. 

This is the picture from my boyhood recollection not of 
Bloxham the soldier and patriot, or Bloxham the Governor 
and Statesman but of Bloxham the kind, considerate, friend- 
ly and polite neighbor. 

I now call your attention to the fact that by the unanimous 
vote of the Senate of 1935 the proceedings of this day includ- 
ing the Resolution were ordered made a part of the perma- 
nent records of this State and to be published as an appen- 
dix to the Journals of the Senate just adjourned. 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 15 
By Senator Hodges 
WHEREAS, it is the intention of the Tallahassee Historical 
Society, with the cooperation of the Florida Historical Society 
and other organizations of a civic and patriotic nature, to hold 
appropriate ceremonies on Tuesday, July 9th, A. D. 1935, in 
honor of the one hundredth anniversary of the birth of the 
late WILLIAM DUNNINGTON BLOXHAM, a native and life- 
long resident of Leon county, the only man to be elected gov- 
ernor of the State for two terms, and a man who was emi- 
nent for his private character as well as for distinguished serv- 
ice to the State both as a soldier and as a statesman; and 

WHEREAS, one of the offices to which Mr. Bloxham was 
chosen by the people of his native State was that of Lieuten- 
ant-Governor, who, under the Constitution then in force was 
the presiding officer of the Florida State Senate; therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Senate of the State of Florida, 
that the Secretary of State be requested to allow the use of 
the Senate Chamber for the holding of such commemorative 
ceremonies by the Tallahassee Historical Society and cooperat- 
ing organizations, and that the profeedings be published as 
an appendix to the Journals of the Senate of the 1935 session. 

STATE OF FLORIDA ) 
OFFICE SECRETARY OF STATE ) ss. 

I, R. A, Gray, Secretary of State of the State of Florida, do 
hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and cor- 
rect copy of SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 15. With reference 
to the late WILLIAM DUNNINGTON BLOXHAM, which was 
adopted by the Senate of the 1935 Session of the Legislature 
on May 16th, 1935, as shown by the daily journal. 

Given under my hand and the Great 

Seal of the State of Florida at Tallahassee. 

the Capital, this the first day of July, A. 

D. 1935. 

(Signed) R. A. GRAY 

Secretary of State. 

Great Seal 
of the 
State of Florida 

"STATE OF FLORIDA 
Legislative Department 
Tallahassee 
May 16. 1935 

"INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS 

"By Senator Hodges — 
"Senate Resolution No. 15: 

'WHEREAS, it is the intention of the Tallahassee Historical 
Society, with the cooperation of the Florida Historical Society 



and other organizations of a civic and Patriotic nature to 
hold appropriate ceremonies on Tuesday, July 9th, A. D. 19^3. 
fn hono? of the late William Dunnington Bloxham, a native i 
and life-long resident of Leon County, the only man to be 
elected governor of the State for two terms, and a man who 
was eminent for his private character as well as for distin- 
guished service to the State both as a soldier and as a states- 
man; and 

"WHEREAS one of the offices to which Mr. Bloxham was 
chosen by the people of his native State was that of Lieuten- 
ant-Governor who, under the Constitution then m force was 
the presiding officer of the Florida State Senate; therefore 

"BE IT RESOLVED, by the Senate of the State of Florida, 
that the Secretary of State be requested to allow the use of 
the Senate Chamber for the holding of such commemorative 
ceremonies by the Tallahassee Historical Society and coop- 
erating organizations, and that the proceedings be published 
as an appendix to the Journals of the Senate of the 1935 ses- 
sion. 

"Which was read the first time in full. 
"Senator Watson moved the adoption of the resolution. 
"Which was agreed to, and Senate Resolution No. 15 was 
adopted." 

We certify that the above is a true copy of Senate Resolu- 
tion No. 15 as introduced and adopted. 
(Signed) ROBT. W. DAVIS, 

Secretary of the Senate. 

(Signed) Wm. C. HODGES, 

President of the Senate." 

THE CHAIRMAN. At the age of twenty-six William D. 
Bloxham was elected to the Florida House of Representatives 
from his native county of Leon, and became prominent as a 
lawmaker The Committee had invited Honorable W. B. 
Bishop of Jefferson County, Speaker of the House, to represent 
that branch of the Legislature on this program. We regret 
very much that Mr. Bishop could not be here. However, there 
is today another young lawmaker from Leon county, who, in 
the Speaker's absence, will represent the House, Honorable 
LeRoy Collins. 

MR. COLLINS. Mr. Chairman, Governor Sholtz, Mrs. Blox- 
ham, Ladies and Gentlemen: From the bottom of my heart I 
am happy to represent on this occasion the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Legislature of 1935. in the absence from the 
State of our Speaker, the Honorable W. B. Bishop. The entire 
membership of our body joined in the spirit of our brother 
senators from this end of the hall during the past session in 
setting aside this day, and providing for this service, to com- 
memorate the 100th anniversary of the birth of the Honorable 
W. D. Bloxham. I wish that they were all here to bear wit- 
ness to the fruits of that thoughtfulness — to see these beauti- 
ful flowers — to hear the words which will be spoken — to feci 
the sense of brotherhood and inspiration which here passes 
from one to the other as we join in our tributes to this native 
son and great man of Florida, who loved so well, and did so 
much for, the people of his State. 

It is for others to speak of the life, character, and achieve- 
ments of Governor Bloxham. We are fortunate to have on 
this program those who walked and talked with him in private 
life, and those who served side by side with him in public duty. 
They knew his personality, his character, his devotion to duty 
his love for Florida, intimately, and to them I know this is a 
priceless heritage. But I would like to assume, too, today, to 
represent those of Florida who have come in later generations. 
We did not have the privilege of personal association with him. 
but nevertheless we feel that we knew him. too. We know of 
his loyal and honorable service in the War Between the States. 
We know of his sacrifices, struggles, and achievements in be- 
half of his party and State during the "tragic era" following — 
that period which presents the darkest pages, pohtically, so- 
cially, and economically, in the annals and history of Florida 
We know of his elevation to positions of high honor and trust 
by his people, and of the kind of service he gave in perform 
ing the duties of those trusts reposed in him. We know these 
things because his contemporaries have sung his praise, and 
more, because the kind of service he gave to his State stands 
out in history as a beacon light, and an inspiration for all pos 
terity to emulate. 
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i You have possibly read the words of lamentation from the 
1 old Moorish ballad, 

A tower is fallen, 
< A star is set. 

' You knew the tower, Mr. Chairman, and great, splendid, and 
' majestic it was^ — but we know the star; and that star will al- 
ways shine and beckon to the youth of Florida, and all those 
j serving in line of public duty, as a criterion of faithful, loyal, 
' and honest public service. 

] THE CHAIRMAN. The Historical Society is fortunate in se- 
I curing as principal speaker of the occasion an outstanding 
'■ jurist and citizen who needs no introduction to this audience: 
i Honorable E. C. Love of Quincy, Judge of the Second Judicial 

Circuit of Florida. Judge Love and his distinguished father, 
: were highly esteemed friends of Governor Bloxham. Having 

known the Governor personally in his youth, Judge Love is 
, particularly qualified to address this assemblage on the life 
, and services of William D. Bloxham. It is a real pleasure to 
. present to you Honorable Edward C. Love. 

JUDGE LOVE. Mr. Chairman, Members of the Tallahassee 
I Historical Society, Governor Sholtz, Ladies and Gentlemen: 
For the Spartan heroes who fell at Thermopylae with their 
king, Leonidas, this epigram was written by a Greek poet, Si- 

■ monides, which rendered into English, is: 

! "Go tell the Spartans, thou that passest by. 

That here, obedient to their laws, we lie." 
. Aptly has it been said of this noble epigram, " 'Tis but two 
lines and all Greece for centuries had them by heart. She 
forgot them, and — Greece was living Greece no more." 

The lessons of experience, drawn from the pages of the past, 

■ teach that when a people forget and fail to honor the mem- 
' ories of those who have rendered loyal, patriotic, unselfish and 

■ signal service to their State and to their generation, a vital 
source of a commendable, and in a popular form of govern- 

I ment, indispensable source of inspiration to patriotic duty is 
lost; for a people who are not proud of the deeds of a noble 

I ancestry and who fail to cherish them in reverent memory, 
will never do anything worthy to be remembered by posterity. 
The living can do but little for the dead: but to commemorate 
the life and service of one who has spent his most active and 
fruitful years in usefulness and faithful labor for his State, is 
not only a just tribute to him, but holds up to public view and 
high regard an example for those who follow after. Such a 
life is an everflowing well of inspiration, generates faith and 
stimulates others to high and useful service. 

Hence, it is not only our high privilege, but our bounden 
duty, if we ai'e to prove ourselves not ungrateful, to commem- 
orate the life and public services of one of the most, if not the 
most distinguished of the citizens of our State, William DUn- 
nington Bloxham. 

To the Tallahassee Historical Society is richly due a tribute 
of sincere praise for the high privilege we today enjoy of as- 
sembling here, in company with distinguished officials and 
citizen's of the State, and with appropriate ceremonies, to ob- 
serve the centennial of the birth of one, whom the intelligent 
and informed citizenry of the whole State should delight to 
honor. 

The era in which he grew to manhood and the mood of so- 
ciety in which his formative years were passed, did much to 
fashion his ideals and determine the course of his ambitions. 
Born in 1835, when the great conflict between the North and 
the South over State rights was agitating the mind of the 
whole nation — when the echoes of great debates over the na- 
ture of the Union filled the air and the towering figures of Cal- 
houn and Webster dominated the imagination of opposing po- 
litical schools, his early youth and young manhood were spent 
amid the political tumults and dissensions arising from the 
conflicts of strong men, strongly convinced of the justice of 
their cause and the rectitude of their course. With all the de- 
votion of ardent youth, enhanced by his associations while at 
William and Mary College, in Virginia, with tho.se who were 
irrevocably committed to the doctrines of State Rights. State 
Sovereignty and the inviolability of the compact between the 
States as expressed in the Constitution, under the terms of 
which the Union was formed and in accord with which it 
should continue to exist, unless and only unless, it should be 
altered in the manner provided for in that instrument, Mr. 
Bloxham warmly espoused the cause of the South, and thence- 
forth devoted himself to a political career— not within the 
sinister meaning to which the term has been perverted, but 



rather in its true meaning as, pertaining to the regulation of 
the government of a state or nation for the preservation of 
its safety, peace and prosperity. 

Having been married to Mary C. Davis, formerly of Lynch- 
burg, Virginia, on October 28, 1856, he then devoted most of his 
time and energies to the management and improvement of his 
country estate; but deeply impressed with the critical nature 
of the times, he gave much thought and study to the great and 
vital issues then engaging the attention of the serious thinkers 
of that day. 

When the storm of internecine conflict broke upon the Na- 
tion, Bloxham cast his lot, his fortunes and the very hazard 
of his life with the Confederate States. He was elected to the 
Legislature for the important session of November, 1861, serv- 
ing there with distinction; but when, in response to the call 
to arms. Company "C" of the Fifth Florida Regiment was or- 
ganized, he joined that company and was chosen as its Captain. 
Though ill health compelled his resignation, he continued in 
the military service throughout the entire war, under the 
command of Col. George W. Scott. 

At the close of that conflict, disastrous to the fortunes of 
the South, Captain Bloxham, in company with thousands of 
the Southland, retired to the peaceful quiet of a coimtry home, 
where he employed all the energies of hand and mind in the 
effort to restore prosperity to a stricken and devastated land. 
He was one of that group of young Southern men, who, though 
proudly realizing the great contributions of the South to 
American history, and having no apologies to make for its part 
in the great struggle, a war of ideals, of principles and loyalty 
to old and approved maxims of freedom — a war ennobled by 
valor and self-sacrifice — yet now realized that the South must 
again become whole-heartedly and unreservedly a part of the 
Union which it had gloriously done so much to establish, and 
this despite the fact that they clearly saw the ruin and de- 
struction that the war had left in its wake in the South, its 
antagonisms, ignoramuses and the corrupt in power, revenge 
in action, a proud people subjected to ignominious persecution 
and outrage, and great and noble leaders imprisoned and sub- 
jected to humiliating obloquy. But despite the suffering and 
deep despair of his people. Bloxham caught a clear vision of 
the future, when the clouds and gloom of misfortune should 
give way before the bright light of intelligence and merit, and 
when freedom and prosperity should again smile upon the 
Southland. To that glad end he devoted himself, his ambi- 
tions and brilliant talents. During the turbulent days of Re- 
construction his voice was raised in eloquent and persuasive 
pleas for peace and good order and against violence and forc- 
ible resistance to political and social impositions, believing that 
the salvation of the South and its best and lasting interests 
was to be wrought out by peaceful means and the exercise of 
calm and cool intelligence. He accepted the challenge to the 
South to meet the demfinds of the hour, to enter wisely unon 
the great task of restoring moral, social, economic and pohti- 
cal standards bv patient endurance and untiring efforts, un- 
poisoned by hate and unwasted by vengeance. On this hish 
plane, he dedicated his energies and his talents to the service 
of his State. 

In 1868, as one of the Democratic candidates for Presiden- 
tial electors, though facing certain defeat by a Republican 
Legislature, yet sustained by a firm and imfaltering faith that 
he^'was laving the foundations upon which to build a better 
and brighter future, he assumed the responsibility of wa-^mg 
a peaceful battle for the re -establishment of free and honest 
governrtient and of reviving hope and jourage in the hearts 
and minds of the conservative and enlightened people of Flor- 
ida. 

Again in 1870, as the Democratic candidate for Lieutenant- 
Governor, he was called upon to lead the responsible people 
of his State to relief from the misguided rule to which they 
were then subjected. Though receiving a majority of the votes 
cast at the election of that year, yet by unblushing fraud and 
bold machination of political power, Bloxham and the ma- 
jority of the voters of f-ie State were deprived of the fruits of 
their well earned victory and of their just and legal rights. 

When it became necessary, in 1872, for the Democratic 
party to select a candidate for Governor, one to lead the peo- 
ple out of the political and economic wilderness in which they 
had wandered for many sore and weary years, William D. 
Bloxham stood out pre-eminently above all others. A vigorous 
campaign was waged, one giving much promise of success: but 
it seemed as if an adverse fate was to frown upon Mr. Blox- 
ham's public career, for on the election day of that year, a 
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^•iolent storm swept over the southern part of the State, caus- 
ing a light vote to he polled in that section and again the Re- 
publican candidate was installed as Governor. 

While the Republican party had been successful in the elec- 
tion of 1872, yet the vigorous campaign waged by the Demo- 
crats with the able Bloxharii at their head had so aroused the 
advocates of good government, that a determmed effort was 
made in the memorable year of 1876 to wrest the State from 
official incompetency and misrule. Hon. George F. Drew was 
nominated as the Democratic candidate for Governor, and Mr. 
Bloxham was placed upon the Democratic Executive Comixiit- 
tee in charge of the campaign, with other notable Democrats, 
Samuel Pasco, James M. Baker, George P. Raney and Dr. 
James H Paine. With all the force of his intellect and his sur- 
passing eloquence, Mr. Bloxham threw himself mto the cam- 
paign which was destined to emancipate Florida from negro 
and carpet bag misrule. The people were aroused, despair 
"ave place to hope and an exalted resolve to correct through 
the peaceful means of the ballot box the many abuses of gov- 
ernmental officials that had existed in the State for the past 
eight years, animated and impelled to concerted action the 
best and enlightened people of the State. A large vote was 
polled, with a majority being cast for the Democratic candi- 
date. By manipulating the results of the election, the Repub- 
lican majority of the State Canvassing Board, as in 1870, de- 
clared the Republican candidate elected. To redress this un- 
conscionable abuse of political power, an appeal was made to 
the Supreme Court of the State, the last resort of an op- 
pressed, suffering and defrauded people, with the happy re- 
sult that justice was established, right prevailed and once 
more there was seated in the Gubernatorial chair a fitting and 
capable representative of the intelligent, worthy and patriotic 
citizens of the State. 

Referrin<^ to Mr. Bloxham's contribution to Florida's wel- 
fare Dr. Paine the last surviving member of the Executive 
Committee I have just mentioned, in his ninety-fourth year 
and from his home in St. Petersburg, recently wrote: 

"I vividly recall his genial personality and persuasive 
eloquence, which were material factors in launching that 
memorable movement for the political and financial re- 
demption of Florida. The era in which Governor- Blox- 
ham held the reins of State government was marked by 
State-wide advancement, and stands out as a red letter 
page in Florida's history." 

In recognition of his great and valuable services in that 
campaign, as well as of his undisputed ability, Mr. Bloxham 
was appointed as Secretary of State. In this position he 
availed himself of the opportunity to become thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the condition and needs of the State, with the 
result that he was well qualified and prepared for the high 
position that was next offered to him, 

Mr Bloxham became the unanimous choice of the Demo- 
cratic State Convention in 1880, as candidate for Governor 
and in the election of that year was elected by a majority of 
over 5,000 votes. In his inaugural address, he designated 
healthy immigration, development of the State's varied re- 
sources and the education of the rising generation as the three 
great links in the chain of progress upon which the people 
could confidently rely for future growth and prosperity, and 
in conclusion said: 

"Knowing no sectional lines and fostering no sectional 
animosities, let our patriotic impulses be as broad as the 
Union itself and as pure as the inspiration that gave us 
the divine injunction of peace on earth, good will towards 
men." 



At the close of his first administration as Governor, 
mesage to the Legislature, Governor Bloxham said: 



in a 



"Florida's growth in the last four years must be a source 
of profound gratification to every lover of the State. The 
release of our internal improvement fund from threat- 
ened bankruptcy and ruin not only augmented our tax- 
able resources by placing a large amount of land upon 
the tax books, but added an immense impetus to railroad 
building, thus inviting immigration and capital — all tend- 
ing to the development of the State and has about doubled 
our tax resources in that period. The taxable values for 
1880 and for several years prior, averaged about thirty- 
one millions of dollars. Since 1880, these values have an- 



nually swollen, until in 1884 they show an assessment of 
over sixty millions of dollars. No other State in the Union 
that I am aware of has doubled her resources in the last 
four years. Florida stands alone in such unprecedented 
growth." 

Governor Bloxham enjoyed the distinction of being one of 
the few Floridians tendered an appointment as Minister to a 
foreign country, having been offered the appointment as Min- 
ister to Bolivia in 1885; but preferring to remain in Florida, 
he declined the honor. Subsequently in the same year he was 
appointed as United States Surveyor for Florida, m which of- 
fice he served for four years. 

In 1890, ex-Governor Bloxham was appointed as Comptroller 
by Governor Fleming, a position to which he was afterwards 
twice elected and which he filled for six and one-half years 
with signal business ability, soimd judgment and efficiency, 
until he was elected and inaugurated as Governor, for the 
second time, in 1897. He is the only man who ever enjoyed 
the honorable and exceptional distinction of serving two terms 
as Governor of the State of Florida, and on January 5, 1897, 
had the unique experience of simultaneously completing his 
second term as Comptroller and entering upon his second 
term as Governor. 

Time and the occasion prevent me from dwelling upon the 
details of the two administrations of Governor Bloxham, 
though they might prove instmctive if not interesting to the 
present generation. Their nature and character may be in- 
ferred from the tribute paid to him by the Democratic State 
Convention, when towards the close of his second administra- 
tion, it unanimously and enthusiastically adopted the follow- 
ing testimonial: 

"We most heartily endorse the administration of Gov- 
ernor William D. Bloxham, and we express the sincere 
hope that, after his retirement from the office of Chief 
Executive, by reason of coastitutional limitation, he may 
live long to counsel and guide the party of which he has 
been the chief adornment and strength throughout his 
distinguished and honorable career." 

Nature was generous in her gifts to Governor Bloxham, en- 
dowing him with .the most admirable qualities of heart and 
mind, the elements being so mixed in him as to make him a 
great leader of men. 

As a statesman, he displayed such vision, wisdom and con- 
summate ability, that he commanded and enjoyed the confi- 
dence, trust and following of all who were sincerely interested j 
in the highest welfare of the State. He looked far beyond the 
present, and with prophetic eye, beheld the future growth and [| 
prosperity of the State he loved and served and to whose for- 
ward progress and development he richly contributed to as- 
sure. 

As an administrator of the public affairs of the State at a | 
time of intense economic distress and again during the Span- 
ish-American war, by the exercise of surpassing tact, skill and|! 
wisdom, as well as by business executive ability, he success- 
fully and safely guided the State through all the stormy tu-j 
mults and difficulties that raged in and about it, commanding 
by his achievements a position of eminence and distinction 
unsurpassed in the annals of oui- State. High official position 
gave no distinction to the man, but the man gave a new dis- 
tinction and a new dignity to every office that he held. Deep-I 
ly conscious of the great obligation that public office broughtl 
with it, and with a keen sense of responsibility, he cheerfully! 
undertook the accomplishment of his work and fashioned his I 
life to render service. He was considerateness, itself, to all|| 
those about him, ever consulting the convenience of his as- 
sociates rather than of his own. 

As an orator, he was facile prlnceps in his generation. If.| 
ever since the days of Plato, of whom the story is told, thel 
attic bees have ever Ughted upon human lips and left thjir| 
persuasive honey without a particle of their sting, it must have 
been upon those of Florida's most distinguished orator. Toil 
those whose pleasure and privilege it was to hear his ad- 
dresses, was given, it is said, a new perception of the music 
and beauty and force of words, fitly joined to serious and ele-| 
vated thoughts. The cadences of his voice charmed the ear 
and the clarity of his thoughts, swayed the emotion and con- 
vinced the reason of his audiences. 

As a man he had the true humanitarian spirit, and loving [ 
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his fellow man, those who came in contact with him felt the 
radiance of his nature and responded with love for him. Cour- 
tesy and kindly consideration, the outward expression of a 
lovable and genial nature, marked his relations with all men, 
whether rich or poor or of high or low degree, and set him 
apart as one of Nature's true noblemen. 

After serving his second term as Governor, he retired to the 
peaceful pursuits of civil life and the enjoyment of social con- 
tact with his friends, in which his soul delighted. It was on 
September 19, 1907, that Governor Bloxham was married, in 
Salem, Va., to Mrs. Gertrude Moss Norvell of Henderson, Tex- 
as, whose attractive personality and gracious manner won for 
her many friends during her residence in Florida. As the 
loving, devoted and considerate companion of his later years, 
she contributed largely to the Governor's happiness and com- 
fort, and together they found, as the writer of the Odyssey ex- 
presses it, that in mortal life, 

"The best, the most blessed state 

Ts when wife and husband, in accord. 

Order the household lovingly. Then those 

Refine who hate and those who love 

Rejoice, and they, themselves the most of all." 

In the peaceful and happy surroundings of his home in Tal- 
lahassee, he passed the evening of an eventful and useful life, 
in the unalloyed enjoyment of domestic happiness, the love of 
his friends and the respect and high regard of the entire peo- 
ple of the State. After a short illness, his life of great service 
to the State and its people came to a peaceful end on March 
15, 1911. What nobler epitaph can any man have than that 
which is appropriately his: "Having served his generation, by 
the will of God, he fell asleep." 

In closing, I can summarize the career of this eminent 
statesman, this gifted orator, this useful citizen in no better 
way than in the heartfelt words of one who knew him well, 
and knowing, could but love and admire him: 

"Attaining distinction at the college of William and 
Mary, as a legislator in the Florida House of Representa- 
tives, as an active member of the dominent political par- 
ty, as an orator and statesman, as Secretary of State and 
Comptroller, as Governor of the State, in a time of eco- 
nomic distress and again during the Spanish -American 
war, William D. Bloxham served the people of the State 
for nearly half a century, with great ability, with absolute 
fidelity and with unexcelled achievements for the bene- 
fit of the State. His memory lives in the hearts of the 
people he so nobly served and his exemplary life may well 
be emulated by those who desire to attain success, crowned 
with honor and the love of their fellow citizens." 

THE CHAIRMAN. Besides being the only man twice elect - 
3d Governor of Florida, W. D. Bloxham is one of the few who 
have filled more than one Cabinet position in this State. He 
was Secretary of State before he began his first term as Gov- 
?rnor, and served as State Comptroller for seven years pre- 
ceding his second election to the Governorship. The present 
governor and his Cabinet will present a tribute to Governor 
Bloxham by the Secretary of State, Honorable R. A. Gray. 

HON. R. A. GRAY. Mr. Chairman: It is my happy privi- 
lege and pleasant duty to present on behalf of the Governor 
ind the Cabinet a brief but nevertheless sincere tribute to the 
man whose memory we honor today. This tribute takes the 
'orm of a resolution. 

TRIBUTE 

To the Memory of 
F-ORMER GOVERNOR WILLIAM DUNNINGTON BLOXHAM 

By 

THE GOVERNOR AND HIS CABINET 

WHEREAS, we have been invited to participate in the cere- 
nony commemorating the One Hundredth Anniversary of the 
iirth of William Dunnington Bloxham, former Governor, form- 
!r Secretary of State and former Comptroller of the State of 
.'loida: it is with a deep sense of appreciation that we avail 
)urselves of this privilege. 

The splendid character, integi-ity, and uprightness of per- 
;onal and official conduct of this notable and outstanding man 
n Florida history is so well known that it needs no attempted 



encomium. His place in the history of our State is secure for 
all time. 

We feel it peculiarly fitting that this expression of our ap- 
preciation come from the Governor and his Cabinet for the 
double reason that William Dunnington Bloxham not only 
holds the vmique distinction of having been the only man to 
serve as twice Governor of his State, but also to have held two 
of the CabinSt offices and in all three of these positions he 
served with honor and distinction. 

THEREFORE, We the Governor and Cabinet officials desire 
to record our reverence and appreciation of the fine example 
set by this illustrious Florida citizen in his outstanding serv- 
ice to the State as its Chief Executive and in the office of the 
Secretary of State and Comptroller. The record of service he 
left us will be an inspiration to the officials of this State so 
long as our State shall endure. 

Respectfully submitted, 

(Signed) DAVID SHOLTZ. 

Governor of Florida. 
R. A. GRAY, 

Secretary of State. 
CARY D. LANDIS, 

Attorney General. 
J. M. LEE, 

Comptroller. 
W. V. KNOTT, 

State Treasurer. 
W. S. CAWTHON, 

Supt. of Public Instruction. 
NATHAN MAYO, 
Commissioner of Agriculture 

Great Seal 
of the 
State of Florida 

In testimony whereof, we have signed our names and caused 
to be affixed the Great Seal of the State of Florida. 

THE CHAIRMAN. A tribute to the memory of Governor 
Bloxham from the Justices of the Supreme Court will be pre- 
sented by the Presiding Justice of the Court, the eminent and 
eloquent jurist. Honorable William H. Ellis, who will now ad- 
dress us. 

JUSTICE ELLIS presented and read the following resolu- 
tion: 

WHEREAS, the members of the Supreme Court of Florida, 
who, in their official capacity constitute a part of the Judicial 
Branch of the State Government, desire to participate with 
the Tallahassee Historical Society in these memorial services 
commemorating the One Hundredth Anniversary of the birth 
of William Dunnington Bloxham, and 

WHEREAS, the ability, character and efficiency of a citizen 
of the State, whose activities in any department of the State 
service have proven his or her fidelity to the basic principles 
upon which the Government structure rests, merit public rec- 
ognition and commendation by all citizens of the State wheth- 
er in or out of the public service; 

THEREFORE, be it resolved that we, as members of the Ju- 
dicial Branch of our State Government, make this public con- 
tribution of our deep appreciation of the»life and services of 
the man whose personal history and public record prove him 
to have been one of Florida's most devoted and loyal citizens. 

A native of the State, his childhood and adolescent years 
were spent in the identical locality in which in his mature and 
declining years he wrought so well and faithfully for the State 
and people whom he loved and who loved and honored him. 

He W9s educated for the bar; secured the degree of Bach- 
elor of Laws, but the exigencies of the times and uncertain 
state of his health led him into a vocation which probably 
gave him the experience which in later years he used so ef- 
fectively to establish himself in the affectionate regard of his 
people and enabled him to render valuable service to them in 
the official positions which he held. He was a member of the 
Legislature of 1861, the first session after the Ordinance of 
Secession: was prevented from actively serving in the Civil War 
on account of ill health, but held a commission in the Con- 
federate Army; he was nominated as a presidential elector by 
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V,- r,o,-t,r ir. iRfiR- plected Lieuenant Governor in 1870, but was 
^''^.^^Hnot^ri into that off i^e because of existing political con- 
ditlns afS^^^^^^^ to his party, served as SecreUry 

o State and as Comptroller; nominated t^^ee^f ^^^^^ 
ernor of the State and served two terras m that oltice. ^ 

PiirP in character, a lover of peace, hopeful in spirit, an 
Idfahst to poimcs and a believer in honesty and efficiency in 
K ShargrS public business, William D. Bloxham merited 
taU?Sure\he tribute Paid to him at c^ose of his la^ 
administration as Governor of the State by his successor m 
iqni which in the latter's words was: His sei vices, wnicn 
iave blen preeminent, entitle him to the love, admiration and 
veneration of every Ploridian." 

Attest : 

G. T. WHITFIELD 
Clerk Supreme Court 
Seal of the Supreme Court 

of Florida ^ ^ WHITFIELD. 

Chief Justice. 
W. H. ELLIS, 

Presiding Justice. 
GLENN TERRELL, 
ARMSTEAD BROWN, 
RIVERS BUFORD. 
FRED H. DAVIS, 
Justices. 

TTT^TTCE ELLIS Mr. Chairman: During the life time of W. 
JUbiiv^i!' ivi. iv,„ vor-nrHs! hp began that 

Sce^^n^^p^litiS car^^^^^^^ "SJ^s^^^r^^ com- 
memorative of his birth, an American poet said. 
"Tell me not, in mournful numbers. 

'Life is but an empty dream!' 
For the soul is dead that slubbers 

And things are not what they seem. 
"Life is real! Life is earnest! 

And the grave is not its goal; ^ 
'Dust thou art, to dust returnest. 

Was not spoken of the soul. 
"Lives of great men all remind us 

We can make our lives sublime, 
And, departing, leave behind us 

Footprints on the sands of time. 

svcophant irrevocably into obhvion. ^ ^ „„„„ 

b^Lopiiawi. , ptprnal hope of mankind, based upon 

thieves do not break in and steal. „niitiral 

squad?Italy wl?h the' black shirt tyranny of Mussolmi, and 
Germany with Hitlerism. 
If this Government of ours is not a government of righteous 

activities, as Jefferson envisioned ^J^^^^^^ 
departments give an example of exalted ustice as Washing 
ton hoped it would: then we had as well admit that it has 
failed, and the boasted Protection of our unalienable lights to 
life and liberty and the pursuit of happiness has no founda- 
tion in the institutions we have set up. 



Spiritual values, those qualities in human character which 
urge one to reach a high standard of mental as well as ma- 
terill honesty in all one's dealings in public as well as private 
life In government like ours, which is one of laws and not 
one of men, one's duties are required to be discharged acco d- 
ing to the letter and spirit of the law as interpreted by a high 
and impelling sense of responsibility to the people, and obli- 
gation to serve their best interests. 

That service requires a spiritual quality which needs no le- 
UgS^ pretensions, church affiliations, and assumed attitude 
of p^ronfzing superiority of paternahstic anxiety to prove ts 
existence It'me^^ly demands a clear conscience go^^^^ Quah- 
tv nf intellieence and a strong sense of the obhgation oi tne 
oat?of offife to'supjort, protect and defend the Constitution 
and government of the commonwealth. 

Such a conception of the duties of A?''finv vpS' be^tweSi 
n Rlnxham During the entire period of fifty yeais, between 
?86? when he became a member of the legislature to toe da e 
of his death in March, 1911 there was never an adverse criti 
ric;m of him as a public servant; no suspicion that he had 
used the p^wer of the high offices that he held from time o 
S to enrich himself or provide an opportunity to others to 
do so by a breach of pubUc faith. i 

Even when he was Governor for the first tf^ and found it j 
necessary to sell four million acres of land of the SUte s do 

-TnJerc^y, SnT S£s 
meanrfrom an original debt of only one hundred and thirty- 
Siree thousand doulrs in 1862 or 1863 to nearly a niiUion dol- 
lars in 1880 there was no rumor or suspic on that any part 
nf that large sum clung to his hands to enrich himself by m- 
c eSing hil prrate fortune. He passed through the trans 
flctSn Lscathed by the breath of scandal, although the sale 
of [he S the collection of the money and disbursement of 
u tn settle a debt a large part of which was of questionable 
ustne^ althoih it was approved by a Federal Court decision, 
was largely, if not completely, under his supervision and di- 

When he was Governor from 1881 to 1885 his obligation was 
iiniiPr the Constitution of 1868. There was no provision that 
^Governor sSd not succeed himself, yet there were no evi- 
dences of ar^y activities on his part tending to show that he 
Stmzed the great executive powers of his office for the build- 
ing of political organizations to secure a second term. 

When he was unanimously chosen by tl^e Convention of 
1896 as the Democratic nominee for Governor the people knew 
tTa although he would serve as governor under the new 
c+ifiit-inn of 1885 which does contain such a provision, yet tne 
IS o? it would not be violated in the use by him of h^s exe. 
cutive powers to build political fences for election to the Unit- 
ed States Senate, which at that time was composed of two 
lenators from each State chosen by the Legislature thereof. 

There were no efforts on his part during either administra- 
tiol to extend his executive powers into legislative activities 
by fonnuSfng and fostering so-called admimstrative meas- 
ures He was content to formulate his messages to the Leg- 
islature based upon his wide experience and knowledge of 
State affairs and leave the matters therein suggested to the 
untramSed ?Sgment of the persons compos ng tha branch 
„f tvio r-nvpmmpnt reserving to himself the constitutional 
?ower%f thereto to check ill-'advised and harmful legislation. 

As Governor he exercised tbe Supreme Executive Power of 
fv^f'Qt^tP pTthe letter and spirit of the Constitution contem- 
Sate and toif carTthatVe laws were faithfully executed 
using the instrumentalities with which he was provided by the 
faw to that end There was no effort by him to use his wide 
and overpowering personal and political popularity to con- 
SrieStive action in the furtherance of some new and 
untrfed scheme of social or economic regulation, nor was he 
P dune of the Political fallacy that governments are eftablished 
for the purpose of providing a livelihood without labor for al 
persons the limitations of whose industrial capacities impel 
them to seek government employment by appointment. No 
oatS-nalistic form of government or policy appealed to him, 
and he soug^^^ build no personal political popularity by ap- 
pealinl to the prurient covetousness of those who wish to 
share in the division of the other man's wealth. 

He thought that officers and employees were servants of the 
people and not their masters. 
So in all executive activities he insisted upon 
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1 ??es of any dSen seeking a public service or informatoon con- 
\ cerning it. 

S the same degree of fidelity to nonesuy s 
£ equity would require of the trustee of a private tiust. 

I T.teT.ss« ? waf S SgaS torn cSen county and 

f^TturP waf entirely democratic in politics and a vote at a 
rfpmocrrtic pdma T was considered binding upon all members 
. of the nartv Therefor an affirmative vote at the primary 
• election woSd operate to constrain the members of the party 

II election wouia ope proposition to amend the 

^ constitution Thus a propose to amend the Constitution 
? be submitted by a vote of a political party instead of a 

Tt" by the members of the Legislature who as representatives 
I of all the peS would merely carry out the orders of a ma- 
K iority of a political faction. 

Governor Bloxham, who was sojourning in North Ca^lina 

he fought for the retention of Tallahassee as the Capital City 
upon Constitutional principles. 

arrinna his last Bufolic dutles he served as a presidential 
elector on the Dmocratic ticket in 1909. and participated m 
lasting Florida's vote for W. J. Bryan for President of the 
United States and John W. Kern for Vice President. 

On March 15. 1911. he died-a faithful servant of the peo- 
ple loved admired and venerated by all Ploridians. 

TTTE CHAIRMAN. There are many here who knew and 
lov™ Governor BToxham for his exemplary life ; and there ai^ 
mnrP who know of his exalted attainments and of his 
fer^ce^as a part ofThe history of the State. All of us honor 
hi^ memory and commend his example as an inspiration to 
fifns^wtio sincerely desire and strive to render service for the 
5, tho^«;y^,° ^"^^X^^^^^^ country. We will now be glad to hear 
'from fnSuafpresenrwho\new Governor Bloxham and 
I wo^d Uke to add a personal testimonial or reminiscence to 

those already given. 
^ TUDGE AMOS LEWIS of Marianna presented his written 
B tribute to Governor Bloxham without reading it, and it was 
ordered ^hat such tribute be printed with others m the 
ig Journal record. 

^- MR GEORGE P. RANEY, son of Attorney -General Raney 
7 in Governor moxham's first cabinet, was called upon by the 
^ Chairman. 

MR RANEY Mr. Chairman: I came here to do honor to 
thfmemoiT of Governor Bloxham and to en,joy this ceremony 
^nri Particularly to hear the address of my old friend and 
^ ^ch'oo'lm^tf Judge Ned Love. His address - th^^f ^ 
prnnr Bloxham was a masterpiece. I did not come expecting 
?o be caUedTpon and it is almost impossible for me to say 
anything that would add to what has already been said by 
those who have preceded me. 
^ The name of Governor Bloxham brings up memories of 
" many of h?s contemporaries who so ably aided him m the 
n Srs follJwing the Civil War in restoring f °f 
^ the State of Florida to her own people. A number of these 
men in after years I had the pleasure of knowing. My earhest 
^collection of Governor Bloxham which stands out dearly is 
;c semw him and General Edward A. Perry on the East portico 
n of tSI S^TcaJftol building on the occasion when the first term 



of Governor Bloxham was at an end and the latter was inaug 
nrptPH Governor of Florida in January, 1885. On that occa- 
si^fn I w^ a ten year old boy and the sight of these two ma g- 
nfcent men made\ lasting impression on rny mm^^ 
them were soldiers and statesmen, and they both looked me 

^^I well remember Colonel John A. Henderson, with a head, an 
inteS aTd T personality that might well be compared with 

^ Thelewere^Mr. W. A. Rawls and General William D. Barnes 
and ludgTmiton H. Mabi-y, who was Lieutenant Governor m 
Governof Perry's administration and subsequently served so 
?bly on the supreme bench of this State, and General David 
Lang who led the Florida troops at Gettysburg. 

Then there was Captain John D. Perkins, whom I was 
intimately acquainted and his memory is most dear to me and 
from whose lips I heard the story of the second day at Gettys- 
burg when the fortunes of the southern Confederacy were at 
S tide, and who, grievously wounded, lay on the battlefield 
Jnd vvltn^ssed the hopes of the Confederacy go down into de- 
spair with the failure of Pickett's charge. 

There are other contemporaries of Governor Bloxham who 
lived here or served here and participated with Governor 
Bloxham in the political struggles which terminated m vic- 
tory for the State Democracy in 1876, and who with Governor 
Bloxi deserve the everlasting gratitude of the people of this 
State, but time does not permit me to call their names. 

It does not detract from the reputation for patriotism, abili- 
ty and unselfish public service of those men who served their 
state so well to say that at the head of them all stands 
WILLIAM D. BLOXHAM. 

JUDGE REDMOND B. GAUTIER also addressed the meet- 
ing. 
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TUDGE GAUTIER. Mr. President. Ladies and Gentlemen: 
I am impelled from the circumstances o/ t^if. o^c^ion to pa^^ 
my tributes of respect to the memory of William D Bloxnam^ 
^native of Florida, conscious of my own devotion to the 
^inci?le of Democracy which impelled the action of Gov- 
ernor Bloxham throughout his long and useful e and as 
one who has lived the gi'eater part of his hfe m South Plor- 
°da The development of which would at the present time seem 
strange indeed to Governor Bloxham; not as representing 
south Florida but as one of its citizens, having a vital interest 
not only in that part of the state but in the entire state, I 
Sope to voice the appreciation that the people of the state 
have for the life and work of WiUiam D. Bloxham. 

What Andrew Johnson was to Tennessee, what Morgan was 
to AVabara, what Lamar was to Mississippi, what Vance was 
to North ckrolina, what General Hampton was to South 
Carohna, what Ben Hill was to Georgia, Bloxham wa^ to Flor- 

^^The greatness of Governor Bloxham lies in his devotion to 
prhiciple hS adherence to conviction, his unselfish service 
anrieadership and his constant adherence to his own ideals. 

What he sought to do was to re-establish self-government 
in Florida to rid this state of the carpet-bagger, the scalla- 
wa? the torce and fraud employed by them m government, 
and to bring to Florida a constant prosperity, growth and de- 
velopment. , 
It has been said that the era in which he lived was the most 
tragic era in iSnerican history and without intending to be 
argumentat^JeT respectfully decline to accept that statement^ 
That oppression, fraud and suffering marked his time canno 
be denied; but these were natural things growing out of foui 
yLrs of civil strife from which was generated greed, hate and 
the spirit of domination. 

The ReoubUcan party, in control of the Federal govern- 
m?nt Srtook also to control the South and sought the 
mean's bfwhich this could be done. Knowing tha they could 
not tafluence the men of the South, they sought to dominate 
them by sword and musket and the enfranchisement of ne- 
groes so that the abuses and outrages of the age m which M . 
Bloxham lived were a natural outgrowth of conditions; but if 
ft be true Is it is said to be, that today there are a hundred 
and forty thousand families on dole Flo"<^t ?n 
true as it is said to be, that there are twenty-two million on 
do"e in the nation subsisting on tax funds paid directly or in- 
directly by the many and avoided by the few then I think 
that with truth it can be said not by way of argument but by 
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way of suggestion for your consideration that Bloxham's era 
was not the most tragic but that we ourselves are living in 
the most tragic era in American history because the oppres- 
sion which we suffer today is without point, apparent cause, 
justification or excuse. 

No time or stress in the history of this country has produced 
greater, patriots than were produced in the era in which Gov- 
ernor Bloxham lived and no time or stress has ever demanded 
courage, patriotism, unselfish service and devoted leadership 
more than the present in which we now are undertaking to 
live. 

The Chairman then read the names of those who had sent 
telegrams and those who had sent written tributes to Govern- 
or Bloxham, and stated that under the Resolution of the 
State Senate all of the messages and tributes and other his- 
toric matter presented, would be printed with the proceedings 
of this meeting as an Appendix to the Senate Journal of 1935. 

THE CHAIRMAN. Mrs. W. D. Bloxham, widow of the late 
Governor, has journeyed here from her home in Dallas, Texas, 
to attend these ceremonies. I am sure all of us will appreci- 
ate it if Mrs. Bloxham will rise and allow us to greet her. 

Mrs. Bloxham responded graciously by rising, and was 
heai'tily greeted by the entire audience standing. The audi- 
ence also extended a hearty greeting to Miss Blanche Blake, 
a niece of Governor Bloxham who had been a member of his 
family circle. 

THE CHAIRMAN. On behalf of the Tallahassee Historical 
Society and allied organizations and on behalf of the people 
of Florida, the chairman extends thanks to the audience for 
its interest and for coming, some of them, great distances to 
be present with us today; to the speakers of the occasion; to 
those who sent tributes; to the Chaplain of the Senate and 
the rector of St. Johns Church; to Mr. Albert H. Roberts who 
first proposed the memorial to Governor Bloxham and so gen- 
erously devoted his time and talents to the preparations; to 
the press of the State; to Hon. W. T. Cash, Hon. R. A. Gray, 
Hon Claude Pepper, Captain Lewis M Lively, Mrs. E. M. Bre- 
vard, Mrs. A. J. Henry, and the individual members of the 
several committees, and to Mrs H. E. Graham and Miss Mary 
C. Whitfield who did much of the secretarial work; to the 
Capital City Band and their director, Mr. J. P. Koscielny, for 
furnishing the music for the occasion; to Fat Houstoun Camp, 
Sons of Confederate Veterans; all of which together made the 
memorial meeting a fitting tribute to the beloved and revered 
William D. Bloxham. 

The audience will please rise for the rendering of the "Star 
Spangled Banner" by the Capital City Band, and remain 
standing while the benediction is pronounced by the Reverend 
Jeffery Alfriend, rector of St. Johns Episcopal Church of 
which Governor Bloxham was a member. 

In accordance with military usage, the State flag was 
"dipped" during the playing of the National Anthem, the au- 
dience standing until after the benediction. 

REVEREND JEFFERY ALFRIEND. May God bless our re- 
membrance of a good man and of his good deeds, and help us 
to cherish his ideals of honorable dealing between men, and 
his willing and able service to mankind. 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, be with us and remain with us, always. Amen. 

At the conclusion of the benediction, the meeting ad- 
journed. 

The following telegrams were received: 

"Permit me to join the people of Florida today in doing 
honor to the memory of that distinguished Floridian, Gov- 
ernor William D. Bloxham, whose splendid service and no- 
bility of character stand out for emulation. 

"DUNCAN U. FLETCHER." 

"I have been urgently called to Phoenix, Arizona, therefore 
impossible to be with you Tuesday. 

"W. B. BISHOP." 

"I regret compulsory absence. Please remember me to Mrs. 
Bloxham. 

"R. CAY." 

"I regret that unforeseen circiunstances will preclude the 
possibility of my being present today to do honor to the lovinp; 
memory and charming personality of Florida's noble son and 
great Governor, statesman and citizen, William D. Bloxham. 

"JAMES H. RANDOLPH." 



"Let me join in commemorating an event which meant much 
to our State, for I believe William D. Bloxham stands first 
among those who have done most for Florida. 

"JULIEN C. YONGE." 
"It is with deepest regret that my duties here make it im- 
posible for me to be present in person to pay tribute to the 
memory of Governor William D. Bloxham. From my youth 
I was a great admirer of Governor Bloxham. He was to me a 
great inspiration in my early public career as well as down 
through the years since. I love and honor his memory. He 
was a courtly and most excellent gentleman and one of the 
most honorable, the most patriotic and able statesman who 
ever lived in Florida or any other state. I cherish as a rich 
heritage for Florida the life and public service of the lament- 
ed and honored William D. Bloxham. 

"PARK TRAMMELL." 

TELEGRAM FROM JUDGE JEFFERSON B. BROWNE 

"The record of Governor Bloxham's life and achievements 
will be so fully recounted by others that anything I may say 
would be but a repetition. I do however want to express my 
admiration, respect and love for him, and go on record as one 
who knew his estimable qualities as a man and public serv- 
ant; thankful that I saw in him qualities that those who only 
regarded him as a politician failed to appreciate. 

"I was but eighteen years of age when upon my father's re- 
quest Governor Bloxham appointed me county surveyor. I 
feel sure I did not take any oath of office, receive a commis- 
sion or pay any fee. 

"I did not meet Governor Bloxham until the summer of 
1884, when on my way to the Pensacola convention where 
General Edward A. Perry was nominated for Governor, I 
stopped over in Tallahassee to meet the Governor, and was 
told that he was at home sick, but would be glad to see me 
there. I went expecting to find a sick man, but instead found 
an immaculately dressed gentleman sitting before the fire 
reading. I there came under the spell of his charm, which 
lasted through his life and the thrill of it is with me still. 

"He was not a robust man, and made it a rule to stay at 
home in bad weather, or if he had the slightest intimation of 
a cold. By such care of his health, he lived to a ripe old age, 
i;re::.ervins his cbarm of manner and faculties to the end. 

"There are traits of his character, such as his love of his 
fellowman, and his desire not to wound or hurt the feelings - 
of anyone by open act or apparent neglect, that were taken by 
superficial observers as acts of a politician. I differ from 
those who, knowing Governor Bloxham slightly or not at all, ] 
regarded him as a politician. He was too courtly a gentle- ' 
man, too inherently a prince to be a politician. 

"The outstanding act of his career was the sale of four mil- 1 
lion acres of swamp and overflowed land to Hamilton Disston ; 
for 25 cents an acre. He saw what it meant to Florida ; and ; 
the subsequent achievements of Governors Jennings and i 
Broward in developing the Everglades were the fruit of the : 
reed sown by Governor Bloxham, 

"He was condemned by many for this, but he remained 
calm and satisfied with his judgment and the purity of hisi 
motives. He lived to see that transaction acclaimed as one! 
of the greatest accomplishments of any Governor of Florida. I 

"About that time I had bought a printing press and wasj 
running a small weekly newspaper for my own amusement and| 
edification. I made a study of that transaction and wrote anj 
editorial commending it. Shortly afterwards I received a check, 
for a year's subscription from the Governor and every mem-^ 
ber of his cabinet. It was the biggest check I received during^ 
my carer as a newspaper man. j 

"An incident occurred during the Spanish-American war in- 
wbich Governor Bloxham figured, that showed in vivid colors 
the contrast between him and Theodore Roosevelt. When the 
Governor learned that the train with the rough riders would, 
stop for a few hours in Tallahassee, he appointed a commit-; 
tee to invite the Colonel to meet the cabinet, supreme court 
justices and distinguished citizens of Tallahassee, in the gov- 
ernor's office. 

"Light refreshments and champagne were served. When^ 
the champagne was passed to Colonel Roosevelt, he not only ' 
refused to take any. but proceeded to criticise the Governor 
for having champagne in the capitol. 

"Justice R. Fenwick Taylor of the Supreme Court who waf', 
pr-sent, told me of the incident. He said Colonel Roosevelt;, 
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was positively insulting. Governor made no response and a 
hush fell over the gathering, which soon dispersed. No two 
men were ever more different in culture, refinement and high- 
er graces of a gentleman than Governor Bloxham and Roose- 
velt. The one kindly, considerate to the sentiments and feel- 
ings of others, the other self -centered, and coarse to the 
verge of vulgarity. Roosevelt's criticism of Bloxham was like 
a satyr criticising hyperion — or thersites teaching Sir Walter 
Raleigh the proprieties. 

"Among my treasured keepsakes is a letter from Governor 
Bloxham on the occasion of my father's death. I have never 
read a letter that seemed so to breathe heartfelt sympathy. In 
it he spoke of my father as 'a kindly Virginian gentleman,' an 
'upright and honored and honorable citizen, and one of Flori- 
da's leading men.' I shall pass it on to my son. 

"For many years Governor Bloxham's name was a house- 
hold word in Key West, connected as it was with an event that 
was spoken of as 'the Bloxham riot.' I quote from my history 
of Key West, 'Key West, the Old and the New,' about what oc- 
curred at that meeting 

"In the year eighteen seventy-two the Democrats made their 
first organized effort to wrest the state from the RepubUcan 
party, and Colonel John A. Henderson and Hon. W. D. Blox- 
ham made a speaking tour through the State. When they 
reached Key West, a meeting was held at the corner of Front 
and Duval strets, about where the First National Bank now 
stands. It was the first big political gathering since 1860, and 
there was great excitement on both sides. The speakmg had 
not progressed far when someone (said to have been Mr. John 
H. Gregory, a whole-souled, genial, big-hearted, generous fel- 
low) discharged a pistol in the air. The wildest confusion fol- 
lowed, each side thought they were being attacked; shouts of 
'murder,' 'O hell,' 'I'm cut,' 'somebody shot me,' were heard on 
all sides and a stampede began. The women screamed, the 
white people scurried to the third ward, the negroes lit out for 
their homes in the first ward. Whatever slight injuries were 
sustained were caused by persons running into each other, 
in their desire to escape the supposed riot. Highly imaginative 
persons on both sides, for many years, believed they had wit- 
nessed a serious race riot, but it was the source of infinite jest 
to the distinguished orators whose meeting had been so sum- 
marily broken.' The Governor often laughed with me about 
this incident. 

"I was a warm advocate of Governor Bloxham for the U. S. 
Senate when he and General Edward A. Perry were opponents, 
although I yielded to no one in my admiration of General 
Perry's great services to the South in the Confederate A:-my 
and his magnificent character and abiUty. 

"With three such candidates as Bloxham, Perry and Pasco, 
it was a battle of giants. We will see no contests between men 
!of this calibre while the primary system lasts. It may not be 
inappropriate here to preserve the witticism of that philoso- 
pher and satirist, John G. Spottswood, when the primary sys- 
tem was adopted in eighteen-ninety, that 'the time will come 
when the only persons who will be candidates, will be those 
who might get higher but can't get any lower.' 

"Governor Bloxham was once placed in an unfortunate and 
embarrassing situation by the persistence of importvmate poli- 
ticians. The senatorial contest of 1891 was a clear-cut issue 
between the domination of the Democratic party by the 
railroad corporations and the people. Senator Call was the 
target of the corporations, and those like myself, including 
Judge H. F. Atkinson of Miami and ex-Congressman Fi-ank 
Clark, among the few survivors of that legislature, espoused 
the cause of Senator Call. For several months John F. Dunn, 
banker of Ocala, was the only avowed candidate against Sen- 
ator Call. For reasons best known to themselves, the poli- 
ticians among the populist party joined forces with the corp- 
orations in opposition to Senator Call, and on the day of the 
caucus, they turned thumbs down on Mr. Dunn because he 
was a banker. That afternoon it was whispered that Bloxham 
woxUd be the anti-Call candidate, but this report was denied 
by many of his friends. It was more or less of a surprise, then 
when Hon. Charles Dougherty of Volusia arose and put Gov- 
srnor Bloxham in nomination. Many of the latter's warmest 
friends almost wept when they were forced to vote against 
him, but they were pledged to Senator Call and the principles 
he represented, and there was no help for it. I think I have 
never cast a ballot with more regret than I did when I voted 
igainst him. 



"Governor Bloxham immediately issued a statement that he 
was not a candidate for the Senate and had refused permis- 
sion to have his name placed in nomination. 

"I think I never heard a voice that so expressed generosity 
of spirit, kindliness of heart, warmth of affection and love of 
his fellowman as that of Governor Bloxham. There was no 
artificiality in it. It could not be assumed. He was a loving 
and lovable man; a veritable Chevalier Bayard, "sans peur et 
sans reproche.' 

"Through all his public life he was one: 

"Who makes by force his merit known, 
And lives to clutch the golden keys. 
To mould a mighty state's degrees. 
And shape the whisper of the throne. 
The pillar of a peoples hope. 
The centre of a world's desire. 

"JEFFERSON B. BROWNE." 

WRITTEN TRIBUTES TO CJOVERNOR BLOXHAM 
From Individuals 
By DR. JAMES H. PAINE 
The Only Surviving Member or the Democratic State 
Executive Committee of 1876. 

Closely verging on the century milestone in life's journey, I 
find the weight of years will prohibit my attendance at the 
memorial observance of the 100th birthday anniversary of our 
departed friend, Governor William D. Bloxham. 

I formed his intimate friendship as a delegate to the Demo- 
cratic State convention at Quincy in 1876. Florida's financial 
credit had fallen to a deplorably low level. The apparently in- 
terminable output of State, county, school and municipal 
treasury warrants often failed to find cash buyers even at 
one-fifth face value, and were useful only for paying tax 
levies. William D. Bloxham was prominently aligned with the 
progressive delegates who finally nominated candidates pledged 
to check financial misrule. In the State-wide and hotly con- 
tested campaign which followed, his magnetic eloquence was 
a potent factor in assuring victory. The epochal national elec- 
toral crisis of 1876 nullified Florida's narrow Presidential ma- 
jority, but failed to shake the decisive vote endorsing Demo- 
cratic State control. 

Florida owes grateful remembrance of the loyal men who 
won the battle for reform in 1876. Among them is the name 
of William D. Bloxham. 

JAMES H. PAINE. 

By SENATOR DUNCAN U. FLETCHER 

It is well to pay tribute to the life and public service of that 
great Floridian who was loved by the people to a degree sel- 
dom, if ever, approached. Other public officials had their ad- 
mirers and close friends. Others were respected and esteemed, 
generally, but Governor Bloxham seemed to warm the hearts 
and attract the real affection of the people. He felt towards 
them the same way — as neighbors and friends. 

He was courtly, courteous, kind and considerate towards all. 
He was a gentleman, may I say, of the old school; a patriotic 
leader, with a clear conception of fiduciary responsibility; a 
conscientious public official with a consecrated sense of duty. 

His career was illustrious and brought honor to Florida. 

Distinguished in appearance, as well as in his nobility of 
character, his name is treasured and his exemplary life and in- 
spiring service will be kept in our memory. 

DUNCAN U. FLETCHER. 

By JUDGE N. P. BRYAN I 
United States Circuit Court 

I wish I could have attended the exercises held in memory 
of Governor Bloxham on the centennial anniversary of his 
birth. I inherited a fondness for him, as he and my father 
were contemporaries and life-long friends. 

Governor Bloxham grew up with the State, and to its wel- 
fare he gave the full measure of a patriot's unselfish devotion. 
From the days of the Civil War, through the reconstruction 
period, to the end of his life in 1911, whether in or out of of- 
fice, he was an acknowledged leader in our pubUc affairs, and 
held the unwaverig confidence and respect of all the people. 
If the State honored him time and time again with its im- 
portant offices, even unto the highest, he was in each of them 
in turn an honor to the State. The citizens of Florida a 
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quarter of a century alter his death still hold in tender mem- 
ory his private life and public services. I am not one of those 
who seem to believe that he belonged to pioneer days and 
would be unappreciated or considered out of place in our more 
complicated civilization of today. Men like Bloxham stand out 
from the crowd in any age. 

N. P. BRYAN. 

GOVERNOR AND MRS. BLOXHAM 
By (MRS. W. S.) MAY MANN JENNINGS 

As the administration of my husband, the late William 
Sherman Jennings, as Governor of Florida, 1901, to 1905, im- 
mediately followed the last term of Governor and Mrs. W D. 
Bloxham, I feel that it is especially fitting that I should ac- 
cept the invitation of Chief Justice J. B. Whitfield, to join in 
a much deserved tribute to one of Florida's most distinguished 
Governors and his wife. I consider this opportunity to have 
a small part in this celebration a great privilege and regret 
that I can not be present in person but will share with you in 
the occasion in spirit. 

Mr. Jennings came to the Governor's chair as Florida's 
youngest Governor. We both treasured and deeply appreciat- 
ed the warm welcome and cordial friendship accorded us by 
Governor and Mrs. Bloxham and the citizens of Tallahassee. 
The Bloxhams took as much enthusiastic interest in Governor 
Jennings' inauguration as we did ourselves. It was still the 
custom for the outgoing Governor and his lady to stand in 
line at the inaugural reception and present the friends they 
had made during the administration to their succesors. I 
liked the custom and regret exceedingly the new order of 
things. There are old customs which for their spirit of good 
fellowship should endure. 

There are few who had the good fortune to know the Blox- 
hams as we did, except of course their neighbors and close 
friends. We had the deepest esteem and greatest appreciation 
for them. Governor was always cordial and chivalrous, and 
possessed an ease and rare charm of manner rarely attained 
by men, which endeared him to the citizens of Florida. His re- 
peated election to high ofice was ample proof of his populari- 
ty, his ability and statesmanship. 

There will be many here to pay tribute to Governor Blox- 
ham and as the one survivor of the four people most con- 
cerned at the time when we came to Tallahassee, I particularly 
want to pay tribute to the greatly honored Mary C. Davis 
Bloxham, the beloved wife and helpmate of the Governor of 
Florida. 

In later years the demand has been greater upon women 
whose husbands have been called to high office, until now it 
is expected that women take their places in public life with 
their husbands. Mary Bloxham, who enjoyed the distinction 
of having been Florida's first lady for two terms, was what I 
consider a fitting model for all women, in like positions to fol- 
low. A great deal of Governor Bloxham 's popularity was due 
to Mary Bloxham. I enjoyed their friendship over a period 
of years and at all times the Bloxhams kept open house. Never 
was Southern hospitality more graciously and delightfully dis- 
pensed, as it was in their home. Mrs Bloxham was the master 
of the art of home-making. Mrs. Bloxham's sterling qualities 
of character were reflected in the devotion of their friends and 
in the admiration of m.ere acquaintances. She was sweet and 
at all times dignified and womanly She was frank, sincere, 
unassuming, cordial and generous and a most devout Chris- 
tian woman. She had the rave qualification of making every 
one feel at ease and at home in her home and the warmth of 
her welcome lingered with you. 

In one sense of the word, Mary Bloxham was pioneering in 
a new field for women and with her rare good sense and 
splendid judgment, she set a new standard of efficiency in po- 
litical life for the women of Florida, one which we may well 
follow. I still think of her with great pride, as having so 
ideally graced the highest offices in the gift of the people of 
Florida, with unsurpassed success. 

Governor Jennings and I were privileged to have enjoyed 
the rare good fortune to have lived in the time of Governor 
and Mrs. W. D. Bloxham and counted them our friends. I 
have the most delightful memories to treasure of my four, 
never-to-be-forgotten years spent in Tallahassee during my 
beloved husband's administration and our many dear friends 
"'hom I still cherish and especially our dear friends, the 
Bloxhams. 

(MRS. W. S.) MAY MANN JENNINGS. 



By JUDGE FRANCIS B. CARTER 

William D. Bloxham, a native son of Florida, was a most re- I 
markatale man. Among the foi-emost of those who succeededj 
in rescuing the State Government from the group of men who, 
aliens to its soil, out of sympathy with its people, amid the 
disasters left by Civil War, under the pretense of reconstruc- 
tion, plundered its resources, oppressed and misgoverned its 
citizens, he was an indispensable aid in restoring the prestige 
and credit of the State and the rights and liberties of its peo- 
ple. In rendering this aid he occupied many of the highest 
pubhc positions, among them being Secretary of State, Comp- 
troller, Lieutenant Governor and Governor. So highly were 
his services valued, and so popular did he continue in public 
estimation, he was twice made Governor for terms not suc- 
ceeding one the other, but separated by a period of more than 
a decade, a distinction not attained by any other Governor of 
the State, no one of whom has ever been elected for a second 
term. In public affairs Governor Bloxham took action only 
after he had made the fullest investigation of all pertinent 
facts and after mature consideration and deliberation upon 
the facts ascertained. He freely consulted and advised with | 
those who shared with him the burdens of the State and 
reached his conclusions after carefully sifting and weighing 
their arguments and opinions, basing what he did upon his 
convictions as to the right and as to what the public interest, ! 
so ably represented by him, required. 

Pos^esed of those characteristics which endear one not only 
to the individual, but to the many, Governor Bloxham was 
kind, frank, considerate, friendly, sincere, the very essence of 
politeness, never forget or deserted a friend, and his friends 
were legion. He was intellectual and of pleasing appearance; 
his judgment was deliberate and sound and he was an orator 
of high rank. He was hospitable to a degree seldom found 
in others and his home was always open and filled with friends 
and admirers. His high character was recognized and respect- 
ed by every one including his political rivals. He was readily 
approachable at all times by those seeking his advice or aid, 
to each of whom he gave respectful attention, kind considera- 
tion, sage advice and aid when necessary. 

Governor Bloxham was fond of humor, was himself full of 
it and frequently interspersed his speeches with anecdotes to 
relieve the tedium of a dry subject, the presentation of statis- 
tical matters, or to bring home to his audience the importance 
of a thought which he wished to impress upon it. No man in 
public life could surpass him in carrying conviction to his 
hearers by means of homely every day illustrations and hum- 
erous anecdotes, and no one ever had a greater or more en- 
during share of popularity. It is fit that this celebration of J 
the hundredth anniversary of his birth should be held; that 
the present generation may be reminded by his contemporaries j 
of the eminent and effective services rendered by him for their . 
State in time of its greatest need, and that expression may be 
given of the appreciation of those services which contributed '. 
so largely and beneficially to ths reestablishment and upbuild- 
ing of the State and to its lasting prosperity. 

It is fit that by these public ceremonies, the high character, 
the useful and exemplary life and the eminent public service 
of Governor Bloxham be made a matter of record as an in- 
spiration to the present and succeeding generations, and as a ^ 
deserved tribute to the memory of one of the outstanding men 
produced by the State of Florida, who gave so willingly and 
freely of his time and talents in order that his own and suc- 
ceeding generations might be restored to and enjoy the bless- 
ings of liberty. 

FRANCIS B. CARTER. 

By HON. W. V. KNOTT 
State Treasurer 

It is both a privilege and a pleasure to express my admira- 
tion for the late Governor Wm. D. Bloxham. Having been 
employed by Governor Bloxhan, in his last administration, to 
audit the accounts of public officials, I have felt that whatever 
honors have come to me thereafter, I owed in part to the favor 
of Governor Bloxham in giving me this relatively modest em- 
ployment, and to his unfailing kindness and encouragement 
to me in performing the duties entrusted to me at the time.. 

Governor Bloxham was my friend. As truly as may be said 
of anyone, he was also the friend of all the people of Florida. 
Thou5h his early political leadership was in a period torn by 
Civil War and still srreater fin many ways), problems of re- ||| 
construction, and his last administration was in a period of 
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,K'JpptnStf ITwel? af tnl devV'^of his friends 

rr^n^d 'the last of a Une ~ Confede-te sol- 

ministration should have given the °PP°itun y,^^ 
mander-in-chief of the ^ °iida Jtaty roop , 

State honors itself. . ^ ^ KNOTT. 

By w. M. Mcintosh 

trihTitp to Governor William D. Bloxham, 

when the majority was aeainst h m No nope o p 

SSnrrnfhe^^^Ta^ra^s^wir/S ^xp^ndUe, mone. 

-X TT. n^s^^usual sc.. - 

racy and he ^ow ^o apply t^^^^^^^^ unquestioned 

Tnf hl^hrr^aSTndeS^arrg'o? t^o pic. his suhordi- 

Governor Bloxham's ability was shown many tini^ on me 
stump when speaking in behalf of ^^s pai ty-^ tie ^.^ 
quence that Particularly appealed to his heam ^^^^ 
more than any other one man is due Flo ^^.^.^^ ^.^ 
carpetbag rule in 1876. Yet tne ^ove ^^^^^.g^j 
litical success was not of the sort that mcuu ^ 

i£H:SSSaSSt=- - 

many cynical Persons that our r^sp^ct for g ^^^^ 
much less if we had to li^e in close com<* neighbors were 
was not so with Governor Bloxham-his^ closest ne g^ ^^^^ 
his friends and those who contacted him d^^^^^^ we ^ 
him most. I am a witness to h f en^ine^^^^ solicitation he 

I was grappled to him as it weie^ "^^^^l^iS i mere cog 
^V^^^S^^^^ ^ou%t\n important official 
function. „ ... j^an.. His ability 

^^^^S^^S^'^ ^3 Of him 

.ti^e t^o imitate his virtues to ^e ^^est^o^^our^ability. 

Note --Mr. Mcintosh served in the Comptroller's office for 
fifVy-five years, and resigned as Chief Clerk, June 30 1933^ 
For many years he was Secretary ^"dj^;f^^f,";^^ °JJfhful o ! 
Internal Improvement Fund and was an able and taiuiiui oi 
S5al o the State. He was a close f^^nd and assistant to 
Governor Bloxham as Governor and as ComptioUei of the 
State.. 

By WILLIS M. BALL 
Editor-in-Chief of The Times-Union 
! It will be impossible for me to attend the memorial exer- 
cises commemorating the one hundredth anniversary of the 
birth of Hon. William D. Bloxham. 

Governor Bloxham was my personal friend and it would oe 
El joy for me to join in doing honor to his memory. 
It was my pleasure to have been closely associated with him 



v^^fv, nf hi^ terms of office as Governor of Florida, 

l--^rs.iiinVf\»ErSp- 

these memorial exercises. ^j^LIg m. BALL. 

By SENATOR J. A. HENDLEY 
The Last survivor of the Constitutional Convention of 1885 
Governor Bloxham. to my mmd wa^ the most out^Unding 

bag governors who had plunged the State m deot^ 
Yel yes to know Governor Bloxham was^to^U^ve him. 

By SENATOR C. F. BARBER 

ho^„o^^?tSia"S&|;'.p^^^^ 

PloiMa's greatest men, William D. Bloxham. 

T began studying this great statesman, when as a young man 

rn"w{r sianVr ^ Z^^^''^^^ 
STpulS y and his services to our State be more appreciated. 

Tt mv privilege to be a member of the Baker County 
de^gltion t'o toe State Democratic convention held at Ocala 
?n l896 when this distinguished statesman was nominated for 
Governor for his second term, and I led this delegation m 
S efforts to secure his nomination and his election aftei 
having been nominated. 

T renresented the twenty-ninth Senatorial district compris- 
iii Sr and Clay counties during the 1897 and 1899 sessions 
the Legislature this placed me in the position of very close 
fssoc^ato^wTth Governor Bloxham during his second term as 
Governor aiTd the more intimate my acquamtance and associ- 
ation the greater my admiration, and respect for the ability 
Ssdom and sterling character of this great and distinguished 
statesman. 

Infirmities of age prevent my attending your ceremonies 
nersJnX therefore, I am sending this short messag^ review- 
fnf mv krlowledge and association with the man, who in my 
opinSn S Florida its most able Governor and a statesman 
whose memory is cherished by -^"^"^^/^JJ^j^^'^^^^^' 

By SENATOR L. J. REEVES 
T r,rr, iiist in rereint of vour very kind invitation to the Blox- 
ham^mimor al,' Tknow of no event that would give me more 
pleas^e Than to attend this, but I am compelled to declme the 
Sat'on on account of illness and blindness^ "ducaSon 
RinvVifltn vprv well I knew him to be a man ot education, 
Sme and refSment. These coupled with his wisdom and 
W love Of humanity enabled him at times to soar into he 
realm of sublimity, yet, when one met him E^^i^^Jo man in th^ 
walks of life he was as simple as a child. It would have been 
r pleasure to have known his secret thoughts on public affairs 
but like most great men he kept his very innermost thoughts 
to himself. , 
I know of no man in public life of Florida to whom it would 
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be more pleasure to pay a tribute of respect. He, m my es- 
timation was what we mean when we say, "he belonged to the 
old school " He buffeted the tide with a valour and simplici- 
ty that few men possess. ^ ^ 

By SENATOR D. A. FINLAYSON 

When Bloxham, a native, lived' and served his State, public 
office was regarded as a public trust to be held by him whose 
virtues, unheralded by himself, were recognized by all the peo- 
ple" not a benefit sought by and bestowed upon the seeker 
beckuse of his own highly exaggerated letters of self -commen- 
dation and promise. Self-praise and self-seekmg bespoke a 
weakness which, in itself, disqualified for office. 

No stronger evidence could be furnished of the high position 
he held among his fellow-men, even in his early manhood, 
than when, back in 1872, he was acclaimed the leader to battle 
the State back to constitutional government from the struggl- 
ing usurpation of carpet-bagism, and restore power to the 
hands of intelligence and virtue. 

And from that day on, until the days of his usefulness were 
ended practically his entire public life was spent in the serv- 
ice of his state; and, though twice exalted to her highest of- 
fice never did he refuse his service to her in the humblest 
place she might command. In his unselfish mdoesty he pro- 
claimed his virtues. 

His powers of oratory, too, knew but one or two equals, and 
were unstintingly used to guide his people into the ways of 
honest and intelligent self-government; and no son of Florida 
ever held more complete sway with her people, for he was the 
best beloved of them all. 

D, A. FINLAYSON. 

By COL. J. J. WILLIE 
I want very much to attend the Bloxham Memorial, but my 
going depends on my health on that particular date. I am now 
ei«^hty-mne years old, and don't get about as lively as I did 
when I was twenty; so, if I am well enough, I will be there, 
surely. 

J. J. WILLIE. 

By JUDGE AMOS LEWIS 

Mr Chairman, Members of Tallahassee Historical Society, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: It is my pleasure and privilege to 
speak in memory of one of Florida's greatest citizens, William 
D. Bloxham, Governor of Florida, and to hold up this great 
character to you, and commend his life and works to the youth 
of the generations that are to follow. 

In the beginning, I reflect upon the past to tell the people 
of this State that Governor Bloxham greatly and definitely 
inspired me to enter the field of service which takes one into 
public life. His life has ever ben a source of inspiration to me 
as I have tried faithfully to render efficient service to my peo- 
ple. Well do I remember as a boy seven or eight years of age, 
the presidential campaign of 1884, hearing this great character 
speak in the town of Greenwood, my birthplace. There and 
then he made me his friend by the genuineness of his char- 
acter, the forcefulness of his speech, and by the dignity of his 
appearance. A chum of mine several years my senior, on the 
night of the election of that year, had occasion to be very 
happy as a result of too much strong drink, and as a result of 
his father's victory in the campaign against a negro for the 
office of constable of that district. After the returns were 
announced this chum shouted: "Hurrah for Dad, he has car- 
ried the solid South." A little later when it was definitely 
known tTiat the Democratic ticket had been successful, I felt 
like shouting: "Hurrah for Bloxham, he helped carry the 
solid South." 

He served the State as its Governor under very trying cir- 
cumstances. His first term was during the time when it was 
necessary to bring to a successful close the ruins of a Civil 
War, and to smother the period of depression by bringing to a 
close the days of reconstruction. This could be done only by 
setting a new pace for the people in education, government, 
and politics. Governor Bloxham was an officer in the Civil 
War, and no one knew better than he that every institution 
in the Southland had been destroyed — the home, institutions 



nf nubUc schools, civic institutions, state and coimty govein- 
mentL etc -niank God, these institutions have been rebuilt, 
and ft IS entirely fitting that great praise be given such men 
arGovernor Bloxham who put character in the rebuildmg 
and by vhtue of his character these rebuilt institutions have 
bSi able to shine brighter and more forcibly. Governor 
Soxham holdfthe distinct honor of having served the people 
S hSTtate twice as Governor, and in other state official ca- 
pacifies. _ 

In 1897 was the beginning of his second term as Goy"-nOT. 
and it was at this time my appreciation and respect for the 
man became crystallized. I had just been admitted to the bai . 
^nd I had occasion to visit Tallahassee, go before the Gov- 
ernor on a business mission, and I remember his gen ih y, his 
fairness, his kindness, and his s^^^P^^hy, as weU as if it had 
been only yesterday. To know him was to love him moie. 

The political situation in the South was putting democracy 
to its supreme test during 1896. The popular vote was divided 
in several ways, and all political parties were sponsoring their 
candidates wi'^h all the power that could be manifested^ Gov- 
ernor Bloxham headed the Democratic ticket, and when he 
ca?r^d us safely through the battle, I felt like shoutmg as I 
did in 1884. Those were days of unrest. Security was wav- 
ering, education was demanding greater respect and support 
Government had to be broadened to meet the demands of the 
people Social welfare could not be ignored. Immigration 
to our fair State had to be dealt with wisely. Wisdom and 
justice were the needs, and Governor Bloxham was the man 
of the hour. 

I would like to confine my further remarks in memory of 
this great Floridian to a few of his many outstanding quali- 
ties and ideals. In the first place, I wish to declare to his 
close friends and to the people at large, that he was in every 
sense of the word a great and true statesman. A statesman 
is one who has purposed in his mind and heart to serve his 
fellowman. A statesman has a desire to do for others. Too 
often we refer to men as statesmen without closely defining 
statesmanship. Hence, we brand modern politicians as being 
statesmen when as a matter of fact such politicians have but 
one desire, that of being served. But in addition to Governor 
Bloxham's statesmanship, I wish to declare to my fellow 
countrymen that he was the outstanding politician of his day. 
A politician in the true and high sense of the word; that type, 

of politician who faced the issues of government fairly and 

bravely; that type who never imposed upon the truth to carrj 
the burden of false statements in order that additional glorj 
and respect may be his to bear and enjoy. I believe if ym 
had the definition of a politician from Mr. Bloxham himself! 
he would tell you that the usefulness of such one is determine* 
by the wisdom of his leadership. Leadership has ever been d 
great need of the Republic, and this need should be supported 
by the faithful followship on the part of the masses. It give^ 
me great pleasure to say that Governor Bloxham was capable 
of exercising wise leadership in his day, and he persuaded th^ 
masses they would be safe in following him. As a result ofl 
such qualities, Florida experienced a progressive and memory 
able administration of public affairs. 

In the next place, I wish to speak of him as an educator^ 
Worthwhile knowledge can prosper only when it is rooted ir 
the principles of truth and character, and purpose and ideab 
approved by the better element of society. The opportunitj] 
of education knocked at the doorway of his life, and being t 
keen observer, he seized upon that opportunity to take everj 
advantage of it by hard work and patience. He began survey- 
ing fields which later yielded knowledge sufficient to take hin 
to the end of the way, a student of affairs, still sweet in char 
acter, pleasing in personality, kind at heart, and in sympath- 
with all that is good and right. By seizing upon that oppor 
tunity others were enabled to make similar surveys, and tooi 
have become educated. And by that process interest has growi' 
in such proportions that today education has become a defi 
nite part of government and life, and equal opportunities ar 
being extended to all the youth of our land. 

In closing my remarks, I wish to speak of this great Flori-I 
dian in a very peculiar way, I wish to describe him in sucV 
a way as he has never been spoken of before that I know of. M:\ 
fellow countrymen, be was a country gentleman, a man whdj 
knew the hardships of life on the farm, a man who knew thi 
source of all prosperity and wealth, a man who knew th| 
source of real happiness in the activities and opportunitiel 
which the wide-open spaces, the pioneer plantations afforded 
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, • J ■ ty,r^~o Aavi On the farm his character and per- 
mankind m tho.e days. On tne lar ^^p.^^ ^.^^^ 

lus life that it may never be '-g^t^f -^5.^,8. 

By COL. RAYMOND CAY 

ATrnmmander in Chief of the State's Military forces, he 
pr^p% anf effi'eStly raised the First Florida regiment 

'"\f"^Z^To?trXs in Florence, Alabama, before the Pr-es- 
iden\. MI KLley 'said: "This regiment marches hke regu- 

2sX^l^^%e=er ^^^^^ 

?heTr hearts had been wirmed by a cheering word and the 
friendly grip of a generous hand^^^^^^ 

By COL. L. A. PERKINS 

a Sl^f Ss^r ^? Sm^ToSer^S"^^^^^^^ 
to v^sU his plantation during the cane grinding season m the 
l^n of the year, to enjoy the cane juice and warm syrup, as 
only a boy can enjoy them. , •„ j 

^ a youth, many were the quail and wild duck I killed m 
thefields and on the ponds of his plantation. 
whPn I became a man. my wife and I spent many pleasant 

evSgs wHh hTm and his charming wife, we I'eing neighbors. 

and lastly I followed his earthly remains down the hiU and 

saw them consigned to "Mother Earth" in the Episcopal ceme- 

'"7have in my po^essum ^^^ora^^^n^.^^Oo^^^^ 
furnt'Se^r^afrhfs tSit^StS wi^h ^-k 

SSsij«s 

Srre^SonS ^ s^^be^al^f^^^^ cjy -m 

fall into the hands of the enemy. 
These gentlemen have long since passed to the Great Be 

^°^tn vears ago I passed the "three score and ten year" 

Ir ry ffs; ^..ss' B^^r '.^.vi^c;.:^.^^ 

Patrick Houstoun. ^ ^ PERKINS. 

By DR LOUIS de M. BLOCKER 

„.Tr„°a„^'3ra3f£K^^^ 

fLS wWchTe fmed With honor and w hen hlB office expired 
^^Sie Disston land purchase engineered by him was one of 



the first great events that caused peoge to i^^ them- 

'TZ my head in the X^hTfarw'erhe'was'j^^^^^^^^^ 
est ho-or for such a m^^^^^^^ ^^stacles, be- 

executive he encountered innis adiy j^j^. j^.^ 

wilderments and fjl^anftonents and ^ ^^^^ 

r.Tt^is^M-^S 

irgorsM=^^ 

and associates the memones wiu ang^x ^ 

i3 the life of my -^P-t-'-Isaiah^^I-ie. ^^^^^^^ 

By JUDGE R. L. ANDERSON 
T am grateful for the opportunity of joining in a tribute to 
I am giateiui ''^,r„"'?' ^ cArvippi nublic and private, so 

?^^rtrut sTy m?"^ ^een singularly influenced by 
what he did and by what he was. the sale of 

?aS me tS"ea?e TO native state and to become a at^n of 
"r:«.y .u„. 18« whiie t^av^^^^^^^ 

S .rouiS SSsSm'?i'Ln?5.."o? native state 

"Whose powers shed round him in the common strife, 
Or mild concerns of ordinary Me, 
A constant influence, a peculiar grace. 

who recall his life history, as one of— 
"The choir invisible 

Of those immortal dead, who live again 
In minds made better by their presence. 

R. L. ANDERSON. 

By JOHN H. CARTER 
T thank vou for your invitation to attend the memorial ex- 
erc'ise? ™emoraW the one ^^un^-dth anniversary of 
Governor Bloxham's birth, and I will make it a special v 

*°Bloxham was Governor when I went to Tallahassee to col- 
lege Member 1883. I became ^eU -,^«"^?^*/ememfer S 
as he seemed interested in all young men. I remember 
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private secretary, Ormond Chaires. The only employee in the 
Governor's office. Before the day of stenographers and writ- 
ing machines. 

When he became Governor the second time I was practic- 
ing law in Marianna. He remembered me, and employed me 
to examine the title to the tract of land on which the State 
Reform School was located, and still is. 

When I maintained a summer home at Asheville North 
Carolina, he visited me in my home there. Down to has deatn 
we were friends. 

I with thousands of his old time friends regard him as Flori- 
da's outstanding Governor and citizen. 

JOHN H. CARTER. 

By PETER O. KNIGHT 

Thank you so very much for your kind invitation to attend 
and participate in the ICOth anniversary of the birth of Gov- 
ernor Bloxham, but circumstances are such that I shall be un- 
able to be present. This I regret more than I can tell you. 

I became acquainted with him during the legislative session 
of 1889 when I was a boy member of it from Lee county. He 
was of great assistance to me in the performance of my duties 
as a legislator, and subsequently to that time and until his 
death we were more than devoted friends. 

He was no politician. He never participated in anything 
factional, political or otherwise. He was a statesman in every 
sense of the word. The welfare, prosperity, growth, develop- 
ment, and well-being of Florida was to him an obsession. He 
took more interest in it than in his private affairs. 

He was educated to be a lawyer. He had a splendid legal 
education, but he never practiced his profession. No one was 
more acquainted with the principles upon which this magni- 
ficent republic was founded, or state constitutional questions, 
than he. His legal equipment, his knowledge of the history of 
this country and of this state, were such that governmental 
affairs were as easy of comprehension by him as the A B C's 
are to the average person. No one knew the details of our 
state government better than he. 

He was a conservative of the conservatives. He believed 
that this government was made for the individual instead of 
the individual being made for the government. 

His ability as a statesman, and as a busines man, and his 
keen disinterested interest in all the affairs of this state were 
such that he was easily recognized as Florida's outstanding 
citizen; and the citizens generally during his lifetime, in all 
state affairs, involuntarily turned to him for guidance and 
direction- During the entire period of our acquaintance, I al- 
ways turned to him for help, assistance, advice, and guidance; 
and I can truthfully say that my associations with him had 
a greater effect upon my thoughts and views than any other 
individual I have ever met. 

No man was more humble. He was always as modest and 
shy as a woman, but as courageous as a lion. No man was 
strong enough to swerve him from his convictions when he 
once came to conclusions. 

As a husband, friend, and citizen, none surpassed him. As 
a friend, there was none more loyal; as an official, none more 
capable or perfect; as a political opponent, none so generous, 
tolerant, or magnanimous. 

No one ever questioned his integi-ity. Everyone knew he was 
incapable of any unworthy thought. 

Pew that are now living know that the real growth and ad- 
vancement of Florida commenced with the purchase of Hamil- 
ton Disston of four million acres of swamp and overflowed 
lands in the Okeechobee district and the consummation of the 
drainage contract, all of which was accomplished and consum- 
mated by Governor Bloxham. Florida began to grow after all 
this was done and its growth and development since has been 
largely due to his wonderful common sense and foresight. 
Florida owes him much. 

Although he would be entirely out of tune with the unfor- 
tunate situation we now have in this state and nation, I have 
almost daily prayed that we might have another Bloxham, but 
we do not have, never have had, and will not have. There was 
and will be only one Bloxham. 

While the people of this state, although recognizing his won- 
derful character, his great worth, his magnificent unselfish 
service, rewarded him very little, I know that he has been re- 



warded since his departure by Him who is aU-wise and knows 
all. 

Please read this to those assembled and tell them how sorryj 
I am that I cannot be present personally. 

PETER O. KNIGHT. 

By FRANCIS P. FLEMING 
I regret exceedingly that a court engagement of consider- 
able importance to my clients will prevent me from being pres- 
ent at the memorial exercises commemorating the one hun- 
dredth anniversary of the birth of Honorable Wilham D. B ox- 
ham It is only fitting that those who knew Governor Blox- 
ham dm-ing his lifetime should meet on this occasion to pay 
their respects to the memory of a fine man, to recall for their 
own benefit and that of a younger generation the many es- 
timable qualities that made him during the long period of his 
public service an outstanding figure in the history of our 
State. 

Governor Bloxham began the career that was to make him 
twice Governor of Florida when in 1861 he was chosen a mem- 
ber of the Legislature which convened November 18, 1861, 
where he rendered distinguished service. He participated in 
the election by the legislature of Hon. James M. Baker and 
Hon. A. E. Maxwell as Confederate States Senators from 
Florida. 

In the war between the States, he organized and command- 
ed a company of infantry. 

During the critical period following the war Governor 
Bloxham at once took a leading part in the efforts to break 
up the system of misrule inaugurated by the "carpet-baggers" 
and their associates, and to place the reins of government 
again in the hands of the people of the State. 

As is well known, this took some time, and was only made 
possible eventually by the years of unceasing effort, the 
staunch faith and the unwavering courage of such men as Gov- 
ernor Bloxham, and the realization that only by the sane 
leadership of its own people could the possibilities of the State 
be developed and its prosperity assured. 

In 1870 Governor Bloxham entered the wedge that was fin- 
ally to open the door to the return of the government to the 
people of the State when after a strenuous political campaign 
and a prolonged legal contest he was elected Lieutenant- 
Governor to fill a vacancy during a Republican administra- 
tion. This in itself was no small victory. Two years later he 
was nominated for Governor, but owing to adverse weather 
conditions many voters were unable to cast their ballots and 
the Democratic ticket was defeated. However, the spirit of 
the people had been infused with new life, and in the memor- 
able 'campaign of 1876 the Republicans were ousted and the 
Honorable CJeorge F. Drew became the first Democratic Gov- 
ernor of Florida since the Civil War. Bloxham was appointed 
Secretary of State under Governor Drew, and in that position 
he acquired that familiarity with all the details of government 
and of public affairs that so well prepared him to assume the 
responsibilities of that high office when he became Governor 
in 1881. 

The administration of Governor Bloxham, beginning in 
1881, and continuing in 1897 when he had the unique distinc- 
tion of being the only Governor of Florida to serve a second 
term, was one of the most constructive in the annals of the 
State. He was particularly interested in the development of|j 
the public school system. He established the Institute for the 
education of the blind, deaf and dumb, as well as the Statej 
Agricultural college. The transportation facilities of the State 
were increased enormously during his administration. The 
State's finances were a matter of particular concern, and he 
succeeded in obtaining a very definite reduction in taxation, a 

Between his first and second administrations Governor 
Bloxham was appointed Surveyor-General, and in addition 
served two terms as Comptroller — all with the conspicuous 
ability people had come to expect of him and which he un 
failingly displayed. 

Member of the Legislature, Secretary of State, Surveyor- 
General, Comptroller, and twice Governor! A magnificent 
record of public ser^'ice. To few men is it given to serve in so 
many capacities and with such fidelity and untiring effort the 
wel'"are of their State. Florida was fortunate to have as one 
o^ her leaders during possibly the most trying period of her]| 
history a man of the high courage, staunch loyalty and brilli- 
ant achievements of Governor Bloxham. He well merited thejl 
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„hir.v. hp was; held bv his contemporaries. The rec- 
oTwsSnc hfe fs an of unselfish devotion to 

°' SL^L and unfaltering faith in her high destiny. He was a 
1 Zn of magnetic pei-^^^^^^^ fme character, absolute integ- 
^ ritv and S deals. I hold as one of my most cherished 
r^Pmories Ws long friendship with my father. It is an honor 
to pay rispect to his memory, and a duty to pause for a mo- 
ment in the midst of the perplexities that confront us at th^ 
time to draw courage from the splendid example he set and 
to^ resolSe way he attacked and solved the problems of that 
earlier day. , . ... 

Let me again express my -g.^ ^a^t^I 

By E. J. L'ENOLE 
TTi thP history of Florida the figure of William D. Bloxham 

of Ws peoS at a time when they sorely needed the services 
nf rhPir leaders The high regard of the people of this State 
^or WUliar^ D Bloxham £ shown in the fact that he was twice 
iwfpri ftnvprnor of Florida. While Governor his sole mteiest 
elected Goveinoi . ^ ^^^g of the State and its people. 

Xi years S devoted seS il the Legislature and in other 
JoTernmental positions, it was his good fortune to be Govern- 
!?^f ^tntP at a time when it was beginning to recover 
?rom the Ss^rate conTusion and humiliation of the Recon- 

mctJ^n pIrTod. Governor Bloxham 's consu— 
of men- his wide acquaintance with this State and its re 
sources' his earnest desire to restore peace and Pi-osP^^ty 
and above all his own high character and inspiring leadership 
made both his first and second administrations as Governor 
Sr^ds which will always be remembered as marked by good 
will, success and public confidence. 

It is well to recall the life, ideals and leadership of men like 
Governor Bloxham. It is a fine thmg t.^^n^w that th^ State 

has produced such men, and it is a P^y.^^^^^ *^i^^„^f*^^e^f 
portunity of recalling and reviewing the example of one oi 
Florida's most distinguished and patriotic citizens, William D. 
Bloxham. .,, 

The State is indebted to members of the committee foi 
making possible and conducting this fitting memorial to Gov- 
ernor Bloxham. ^ ^ L'ENGLE. 

p S —The first public speech I ever heard was delivered by 
Governor Bloxham in Hemming Park in Jacksonville. 



By GEORGE P, RANEY 
Among the Governors of the State of Florida history will 
record that few rendered as great service and none r^^^^^^^^ 
igreater service, to the State than did governor Bio^h^^^^ 
,While his fame may rest on his record as Chief Executive ot 
Ithp State from 1881 to 1885, and again from 1897 to 1901, m 
my humbleXinion the universal affection and adimration 
;felt for him by the people during his lifetime was due to h s 
remarkable personality, his uniform courtesy P^oPle Jus 

service as Captain in the Fifth Florida Regiment, Confederate 
States Army, and his constant, able, vigorous and imse f i^^ 
'devotion to the Democratic party in the ten year period follow- 
'ing the close of the Civil War. 

My memory of him goes back to the time when in 1885 he 
was succeeded as Governor by Gen. Edward A. Perry. I per 
feonally knew many of the able men, .^is contemporaries and 
his comrades, who had also participated m the ^oliUcai 
struggles which finally resulted in 1877 m restoring the Gov- 
ernment of the State of Florida to her ^"^^ ^f^f^j^. .^^Jl^^ 
them, like him. deserve the everlasting gratitude of the Peopie 
,of this State, and it does not detract from the reputation for 
patriotism, ability, or unselfish public service of any of the 
bthers, who served their State so well, to say that at the head 
of them all stands William D. Bloxham. 

GEO. P. RANEY. 

By SENATOR THEO. T. TURNBIJLL _ 
i In 1924 Florida held its Centennial celebration m the City 
lof Tallahassee. A wonderful pageant was presented. ^ a 
part of this celebration a bronze tablet, marking the spot 
.where the Legislative Council of Florida first met m the c^m- 
tal on November 8, 1924. was unveiled and presented to tne 



DeoDle of the State. It was my privilege and pleasure, as the 
President of the Senate, to accept this tablet on the part of 
the Legislative branch of the State Government. 
In the course of my remarks on this occasion. I said: 

"Memories must come thick and fast to the true Plori- 
dian aThe stands today upon this historic and hallowed 
ground; and with the history of this great State foi the 
past lob years behind him, he can hardly fai to recall the 
names of men who made this history possible and to re- 
cS their contributions to the life and government of 
FlSa and of the nation. One hundred years is a short 
space of time in the history of a State. But the 100 years 
tha^ have passed since the Legislative Council met first on 
tos historte spot have produced a long 11"^, J,^^^ 
men who have left their impress upon the State and upon 
AmerTcan life and American Government. Lack of time 
o^my part and of patience on yours forbids a discussion 
ot the Uves and history of this long list of patriots who 
make up our pToud muster roll. But, in thought, at least. 
St pause here for a moment in silent reverence before 
each of these historic portraits that form this glorious gal - 
leiv and thus record our homage for our illustrious fore- 
fathers; our sympathies in their -^i^"":^!: ^^^^.^ 
tude for their labors, our high regard for their yiitues 
and our loyal love for those old principles of ciyil and 
reUgious hberty which they enjoyed and for which they 
encountered the dangers of the unexplored forests, the 
stoims Of the elements, the violence of savages, disease, 
war, famine and even death to establish. 
I think it most appropriate that the Historical Society has 
asked that this day be set aside that the people of Florida may 
Sause beTore the portrait of that most distinguished son of 
Florida-Governor William D. Bloxham— in honor of the 100th 
anniversary of his birth and in tribute to his memory. 

If it is indeed true "that the noblest study of mankmd is 
man-' an hour spent in analyzing the character and "irecount- 
Sg the m^ny virtues of this great Floridian will not be mis- 

^^rrloser study of the character and train of thought of Gov- 
Pr^or Sham who so unselfishly gave of his best for Flori- 
da will forcMy impress all of us, and especially the younger 
geneTSion with the thought that it is not only necessary but 
ft will be to our great advantage to follow in his footsteps and 
not llnl the'modern theorists and experimenters m gov- 
ernmental affairs that say our government is a failure and ae 
mand that we change its form. 

So long as our people give a firm adherence to the Constitu- 
tion aT to those principles upon ^hi,f °^5j„ff e 
founded as did Governor Bloxham, our nation will be pre 
served and Florida will in the fullness of time reach the height 
of m4Sty Emd development, and there will be preserved for 
SosK tSt Uberty and order that belongs to a ''land where 
every man is a king, yet no man dare to wear a crown. 

It was singularly fitting that Judge J. B. Whitfield, Chief 
Justice of the supreme Court of Florida, was chosen to preside 
over and conduct the exercises devoted to honormg the mem- 
orv of Governor Bloxham. In the first place no one is more 
beLved by the people of Florida than this distinguished and 
learned jurist and none, since Bloxham, whom they more de- 
Shi Z honor. And in the second place there "o one who 
rrfnre fullv during a long life of service to the State, has moie 
Sy exempS in his public life and conduct the entire and 
foval devotion to the best interests of the people of Florida, a 
mm alSance to the Constitution and a love for the princi- 
plelof self-government that animated Governor Bloxham, than 
has Justice Whitfield. 

He sat at the feet of Governor Bloxham as it were and 
learned the principles of free government, and through his 
life and through his conduct of pubUc office has and is daily 
transmitting to the younger generation this great heritage un- 
impaired. 

While it is compensating to the natures of departed states- 
men to honor their memories and to lay chaplets upon the r 
graves, let us not forget to honor the living who through their 
love for civil and religious liberty, their strict adherence to the 
Constitution, their high regard for the present interests ot 
their people furnish proof that they are not unworthy of their 

distinguished predecessors. „wT^,v™T-prT 

THEO. T. TURNBTILL. 
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By DR. JOHN J. TIGERT 
President of the University of Florida 

While regretting that I am unable to be present at the me- 
morial exercises commemorative of the one hundredth anni- 
versary of former Governor Bloxham's birth, I am grateful for 
this opportunity to offer my tribute to the character and ser- 
vices of this great Floridian. 

To be twice Governor of this State has fallen to the lot of 
no other man. Richard K. Call served two terms as Govern- 
or while Florida was still in the territorial stage; but since the 
star representing the State of Florida was added to the galaxy 
in the corner of our national flag in 1845, only William Dun- 
nington Bloxham has been twice elected to the highest elect- 
ive office in the gift of his fellow Floridians. 

From 1881 to 1885 he carried on the good work begun by 
Governor George F. Drew in 1877, the rehabilitation of Florida 
as a self-governing Commonwealth and the bringing her back 
to financial solvency after the chaotic conditions of carpet-bag 
rule. 

Fi-om 1897 to 1901 he gave this State executive guidance in 
the trying period of recovery from the depression of 1893-'94 
and in adjusting itself to the changes of the Spanish-Ameri- 
can War period and the opening of a new century. 

Betwen these terms as Governor he served the state in two 
important offices. As Surveyor-General and as Comptroller he 
rendered conspicuous service and did much to put the state on 
a business basis and conduct its affairs upon the principles of 
fiscal solvency. 

His unique record of long and faithful service in high execu- 
tive office and the fact that his fellow citizens elected him to 
another term to the high office of Governor, bespeak more 
eloquently than any words of mine could do the confidence 
and esteem in which he was held by Floridians. 

I am happy to have a part in this honoring of his memory 
and in paying our tribute of gratitude for his public service. 

JOHN J. TIGERT. 

By SCOTT M. LOFTTN 
Pi-esident American Bar Association 

I regret that because of other engagements it will not be pos- 
sible for me to be in Tallahasee on July 9th to attend the me- 
morial exercises commemorating the one hundredth annivers- 
ary of the birth of Honorable William D. Bloxham, Governor 
of Florida 1881-1885 and 1897-1901. 

Governor Bloxham was a very highly educated and honor- 
able man. His services as Secretary of State, Comptroller, and 
United States Surveyor General well fitted him to occupy the 
high post of Governor. His election to the Governorship for 
a second term, a unique record in the political annals of Flor- 
ida, was a high tribute to his exemplary life and his distin- 
guished service to his native state. 

Trusting that you will have a very successful memorial ser- 
vice, and again regretting my inability to be present. 

SCOTT M. LOFTIN. 

By J. B. HODGES 
Chairman Democratic State Executive Committee 
The Democratic party of Florida is delighted to honor the 
great leadership and distinguished service to the State of Flor- 
ida, of Governor William Dunnington Bloxham, twice Demo- 
cratic Governor of the State, on the One Hundredth Annivers- 
ary of his birthday. 

J. B. HODGES. 

By JUDGE C. O. ANDREWS 

Whatever my conception may be as to the ability, character 
and fidelity with which the holder of the highest State office 
should be endowed, is largely due to Governor William D. 
Bloxham who took the oath of office in January, 1897 on the 
front steps of the old State capital. 

His philosophy of good government was that our Ship of 
State will buffet the billows and ride out the storms safely just 
so long as those who are entrusted with its insignia of office 
keep the faith that a public office is a public trust; that fi- 
delity to that public trust is our North Star of hope by which 
our Ship of State can be safely piloted through politically in- 
fested seas; that if it should ever be ultimately wrecked and 



foundered upon the shores, the rock upon which its prow will 
first split would be that of selfishness. 

That was just before the primary system of nominations! 
was inaugurated in Florida. At that time any citizen of ap-* 
proved integrity and ability had an equal chance of being 
nominated and elected to a high State office as did a man 
endowed with riches; indeed, fitness for the office sought was 
the essential prerequisite for nomination, and the responsibili- 
ty for a candidate's nomination was placed upon the shoulders 
of a dependable political party organization whose members, 
by the very nature of the system, had to stand sponsor for the 
nominee's fidelity to the public trust, and that aspirant for 
high office should stand out head-high like Saul above his fel- 
lows. 

Under our primary system, any self -inspired and self-an- 
nounced political adventurer may not only become a candidate 
for our hig;.hest offices upon his own demagogal platform to 
which no party group would subscribe, but may secure suffi- 
cient financial aid from designing helpers to either elect him- 
self or make himself a public menace to orderly government. 
Experience has taught us that one so nominated soon forgets 
his duty to the unselfish citizens of the State while taking 
care of those who make his power possible. We have depart- 
ed far from the course chartered by our fathers. 

As we come back today to the old Ship of State whose keel 
was laid for us in solid oak, let us rededicate ourselves to 
the memory and unselfish service typified in the character of 
William D. Bloxham — Florida's greatest nobleman. 

C. O. ANDREWS. 

By SENATOR F. M. HUDSON 
Governor Bloxham is to my mind outstanding among those 
who taught us to forget the ills of the past days of the re- 
construction era and to utilize to the fullest the benefits of the 
new order. 

His personality was that of a great leader. As a newcomer 
my acquaintance with him was limited, and yet his magnetism 
was such that from my introduction to him I felt as if he were 
a friend of long standing. 

Governor Bloxham contributed lastingly to the progress and 
development of Florida and it is most fitting that we should 
honor his memory. 

P. M. HUDSON. 

By SENATOR D. STUART GILLIS 
I am in receipt of yours of the 10th instant, advising that 
on July 9th next, memorial exercises would be held commemo- 
rating the one hundredth anniversary of the birth of Honor- 
able William D. Bloxham, twice Governor of Florida, and the 
only man enjoying that honor. 

While Governor Bloxham's public life was spent long before 
I reached manhood, I well remember the high esteem in which 
he was held by the people of this section. 

I wish that we had more of his type active in public affairs 
these troubled days. 

D. STUART GHilS. 

By W. H. KNOWLES 

I am in receipt of your invitation to participate on July the 
9th in the memorial exercises commemorating the one hun- 
dredth anniversary of the birth of Governor William D. Blox- 
ham. If I can do so, I will surely attend. 

It is a source of great gratification to me to be able to ex- 
press my high appreciation of the fine character and talents 
of the man who served Florida so well and was my friend for 
over 30 years. I don't remember who wrote the following 
lines, but they justly apply to Governor Bloxham: 

"Thank God He sometimes makes a man 
On such a large commodious plan 
That all are proud to claim a place 
In such a highly gifted race." 

Wm. H. KNOWLES. 

By THOMAS P. DENHAM 
Governor Bloxham was a great man and lovely character. 
The State owed a great deal to him. 

THOS. P. DENHAM. 

By ALBERT H. ROBERTS 
During the last four years of his life, it was my privilege to 
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whose midst he spent his very full life. 

Not having known him during the 
service endina with his second term as Gove™oi 01^^°™ ' 

praise Governor deader of the best political aspira- 

vice that needs no comparison for its Justification^ 

ALBERT H. ROBERTS. 

By MRS. ANNIE B. McRAE 
It is very fitting that the Capital should pay tribute to Gov- 

able occasion. , „ „ 

ANNIE B. McRAE. 

By JAMES M. CARSON 

Tt i<; altogether fitting that the only memorial exercises ever 
h Jri fn commemo ation of the one hundredth anniversary of 
?hi ta rth^^ny native of Florida should be held on the one 
?und ed^h annTversary of the birth of the only man ever elect- 
ed twice to the high office of Governor of Plouda. 

When I met Governor Bloxham, I was less than nine years 
nlri but I shall never forget the man or his genial presence, or 

^ture for Ttong period of years from Orange Coimty was 
K livfng in Osceofa, one of the counties which he had been 
iSumental in creating, and told his own children and his 
SanSdi^n much of his regard for «°vern°r Bloxham^^^^^^ 
expressed himself in the highest terms as to the exeinplary 
mi s politics, and distinguished public service which had 
distinguished Governor Bloxham's career. 

in the same campaign, my f ^.t^f ;. Charies A. Carson of 
Kissimmee, was elected for the first time to the State Senate 
from the Nineteenth Senatorial District. 

The campaign of 1896 will be remembered not only in F or- 
ida but also in the nation as the first campaign of WiUiam 
, ?ennSgs Bryan. In . Florida it wil probably jemembere^ 
longer as the campaign in which WiUiam D. Bloxham was 
elected Governor of the State for the second time. 

After another hundred years, Governor Bloxham's memory 
■ win mobaWy be even greener than it is today, because in his 
first adSiltiation he brought about the beginnmg of drain- 
age operations in Florida. The historical importance of that 
blginS wm probably be appreciated more after another 
; century than it is even today. 

Another tribue to Governor Bloxham is the loving and ten- 
der memories that many of our finest citizens hold of him 
after these many years. 

Any man who can retain the place he has in the memory of 
such men as that distinguished public servant, Honorable 
James Bryan Whitfield, of Tallahassee, has left behmd him 
a monument more enduring than marble. 

I am sorry that I cannot participate in the memorial, taut I 
fam glad to have opportunity to put in waiting my own memo- 
i ries of the man, of the things he meant to this State, and oi 
"the affection in which he was held by those near and dear to 

JAMES M. CARSON. 

' By CLAUDE PEPPER . ^ ^ 

'< The truly great are those who not only perform great deeds 
I'but who by the heroic example of their lives ennoble the lives 
l and the aspirations of their fellow men and generations of po^ 
t' terity. By such a standard was Governor William D. Bloxham 
a great man. His name and the fame of his service do not 



*u„ w,oi.fiQi Tprnrds Of his time and in the 
rest alone upon 5^,. '^^[^ ^f.^^hiTnoW^ contemporaries, for 

S v'oTcfori't irU'„r rn.m'S Ld^in^haMe 
from the silence of the grave. 

ers have not been able to achieve, 
which much demogogery and dishonesty nave iiul 

cf f £LCG 

of Florida. . 

ored and man loved, 
private life of Florida. 

^ CLAUDE PEPPER. 

By JUDGE BAYARD B. SHIELDS 
T am entirely in sympathy with the objects and work of the 

sSle for me to attend but I hope to have the privilege of read- 
ing the proceedings. gAYARD B. SHIELDS. 

By HERBERT S. PHILLIPS 

Sat I S long S convinced that he was a great man. Since 
Sing manhood and learning more of his character and 
nnhilp services I have come to the conclusion that he was to 
ffida and Ploridians what Alfred H. Colquitt was to Georgia 
and Georgians. HERBERT S. PHILLIPS. 

By W. H. WATSON 
wp Flnridians of a later generation can scarcely realize the 
ft imnor?ance of the work of Governor Bloxham and 
rs^?ontem;"r'a?£ did ?n throwing off the shackles of the re- 
construction regime. ^ ^ WATSON. 

By PERRY G. WALL 
It was my firm intention to attend the Bloxham Memorial 
seJvicefhSd on the 9th, but I was prevented by other import- 
ant business. Nothing would have ^j^^^Jf/^^ leS^^^^^ 
+v,an fn f-akp nart in any ceremony by which tne peopie ui 
S^orida expressed the'r "^appreciation of the splendid service 
rendered to the State by Honorable W. D. Bloxham. 

His record and accomplishments should be and no doubt 
ar? an insjiration to the men of today to do their part a^un- 
selfishly and splendidly as the old pioneers, Uke W. D. Blox- 
ham ^d theirs. I sometimes feel that the younger genera- 
Son 'd^es not fully understand appreciate he obst^^^^^^^ 
that these pioneers had to overcome m ^constructing and re 
building the State-financially, politically and socially— after 
?he disastrous Civil War. These men did their part in time 
of war and defeat and afterwards took up the burden of re 
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habilitation and by their splendid citizenship laid the founda- 
tion of Florida's present day prosperity. 

In this splendid company of patriotic men, soldiers, citizens 
and statesmen, W. D. Bloxham occupies the very highest 
place. PERRY G. WALL. 



struction era. It was as a soldier of Democracy in those dark 
days that Bloxham won his spurs and for the victory that he 
fought as hard as any man to win, he deserves our honor, re- 
spect and grateful remembrance. rp cASH 



By W. S. McLIN 



HONORABLE WILLIAM D. BLOXHAM 



By SENATOR W. T. CASH 

Governor William D. Bloxham was fitted by inheritance and 
training to be a great Democratic leader. Among his ancestors, 
we are told, there were authors, educators, soldiers, and busi- 
ness men. It seems to be an undoubted fact that great quali- 
ties, while needing development, are inherited, and no doubt 
Governor Bloxham *s facility of expression came in part be- 
cause of his cultured ancestors. 

His education was completed at Wilham and Mary College, 
where many great men before him, including Thomas Jeffer- 
son, graduated. Here we can imagine the youthful Bloxham 
thinking day by day, while under academic oaks, of his prede- 
cessors in the college who had achieved gi'eat things for their 
country. No doubt the young man dreamed many a dream as 
he trod daily upon the ancient William and Mary campus. 

On his return to his native State young Bloxham had op- 
portunity to hear much political discussion. There were great 
Democrats in those days. In Florida one had opportunity to 
listen to Yulee, Mallory, Perry and Milton. At the nation's 
capital one heard eloquence fall from such hps as those of 
Douglas, Breckenridge, Jefferson Davis, Wade Hampton and 
William L. Yancey, and we are pretty sure that the youthful 
Bloxham read and kept himself informed on what was hap- 
pening there. 

He had an excellent chance to observe the government of 
Florida, which one must admit was well administered. Prob- 
ably during no period in the history of our state has the gov- 
ernment been better conducted than between 1845 and 1861. 
The offiicals were probably as unselfish as any ever elected. 
Government was not complicated. Taxes were low and bore 
as fairly on all classes as ever in the history of Florida. 

A strong governmental structure had been built up and pros- 
perity had come to Florida. Between 1850 and 1861 railroad 
building in the state was going on at a rapid rate. At least 
three cotton factories had been established and in Madison 
county there was even a shoe factory. Our leaders were try- 
ing to encourage the people of Florida to make this an inde- 
pendent and self-sustaining commonwealth. 

But young W. D. Bloxham, who must have been impressed 
by what was happening to advance his native state, was to see 
the fruits of long effort largely destroyed by the Civil War of 
1861-1865. He was to see a picture almost as dark as war it- 
self in the tragic misgovernment of the carpetbag era. He was 
to see men of strange political faith rule our beloved land for 
their own personal advancement. He was to observe political 
adventurers piling up a huge debt and through misgovernment 
largely put a stop to the development of Florida. 

Fortunately Bloxham was still young. He had not reached 
the age when one becomes cynical and cries out, "O, well, 
ivhat's the use!" He beheved that dark as things were, the 
State could be rescued from its plight and boldly did he set 
forth to play his part in the rescue. 

The story of Bloxham's eloquence upon many a forum, of 
his expenditure of time and money in behalf of his party, 
of his willingness to render that party such service as was de- 
manded of him at any and all times, is too long to tell. He 
witnessed some defeats, but never gave up. He suffered po- 
litical disappointments but labored on; and in the end he had 
his reward. 

To others I shall leave the story of Bloxham's administration 
of the state government. Others will recount his many politi- 
cal services. I shall only add that to me, W. D. Bloxham's 
mightiest achievement was the assistance he gave in rescuing 
Florida from Republican misrule. Here he was at the front of 
the battle and probably played the biggest single part. All his 
later achievements as governor and administrator, as well as 
those of the great executives who have followed him, were 
made possible by what brave Democratic leaders did to bring 
back good government during the days of the tragic Recon- 



I gives me great pleasure on this occasion to pay my re- 
spects to Governor Bloxham, a man who served this State du- 
ring trying times, and in several different offices, and the 
only Governor who has ever served two terms. A man who in 
all these years of public service not a word of criticism has 
been said against him. 

Governor Bloxham was my life's dream of a typical South- 
ern gentleman. I learned to know him through the close 
friendship of him and my father, the late B. E. McLin. My 
father was a member of the Senate during his last term as 
Governor, and in December, 1900, he appointed him a member 
of his cabinet, as Commissioner of Agriculture. 

I remember seeing old slavery negroes tip their hats to Gov- 
ernor Bloxham, and he in turn tipped his hat back, and on one 
occasion the Governor was asked why he tipped his hat back 
to these old slavery "darkeys" and he replied "Why you don't 
think I would allow an old darkey to be more polite than I 
am, do you?" 

Governor Bloxham had the respect of all who knew him, 
and those who knew him best not only respected him' but loved 
him. He was fond of young men, and always went out of his 
way to speak to them. 

Governor Bloxham has passed on to the banks of that Great 
River where he awaits the coming of the Ferryman, but the 
name of BLOXHAM will live on in Florida forever. 

W. S. McLIN. 

By EDWIN BARNES 

It is a pleasure for me to add a word of tribute to the mem- 
ory of Honorable William D. Bloxham who was signally hon- 
ored by the people of Florida in electing him twice as Governor 
of his native state, an honor worthily won. 

All through his long and faithful public service, and after 
he had retired to the shades of private life, he was ever mind- 
ful of what concerned his state most and he freely gave of his 
time and talent in season and out to the end that its best in- 
terests might always be protected. 

History records the achievements of his public service, a ser- 
vice worthy to be emulated by the generations to follow. 

My father, W. D. Barnes, was honored in being appointed 
Compti'oller by Governor Bloxham during his first administra- 
tion. When my father i-esigned as Comptroller in 1890 to be- 
come Judge of the First Judicial Circuit Governor Fleming ap- 
pointed Honorable W. D. Bloxham to be Comptroller in which 
office he rendered great service to the state. 

EDWIN BARNES. 



By JULIAN HARTRIDQE 

May I offer a few words for myself on the occasion of the 
memorial services marking the 100th anniversary of the birth 
of the Honorable William D. Bloxham, and express for my 
father, the late John E, Hartridge, a memory wliich I have of 
his friendship and admiration for Governor Bloxham. 

I have often heard him speak of his association with Gov- 
ernor Bloxham, and especially in the campaign of 1876. He 
held Governor Bloxham in the highest esteem, and admired 
him as a statesman and loved him as a charming gentleman 
and friend. I know that he regarded the Disston sale and the 
consequent results thereof, an accomplishment of notable 
quality and that in accomplishing this, if he had done nothing 
else, Governor Bloxham rendered service to Florida, the value 
of which could not then be foreseen, but can now be appreciat- 
ed in the light of history. 

My personal acquaintance with Governor Bloxham was not 
intimate, but in every way bore out the high opinion and re- 
gard which I had heard expiessed of him. 

In the turmoil of today we must keep in mind and memorv 
the character and deeds of such men as Governor Bloxhai 
and it is fitting that they should be officially ccmmemorat( i 
and consecrated to the guidance of our living people. 

JULIAN HARTRIDGE. 
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By JOHN T. G. CRAWFORD 

1 I greatly regretted not being able to attend the ceremonies 
I commemorating the one hundredth anniversary of Governor 
Bloxham's birth. It would have been a real pleasure to have 
heard the tributes to his memory. 

My own recollection of him runs back to his second admin- 
istration, and my grandfather and father were among his 
closest friends and greatest admirers. He appointed my grand- 
father as Secretary of State in 1881, and it was through his 
influence that my uncle for whom I was named was appointed 
Receiver of the General Land Office by President Cleveland. 
My older brother, now deceased, was named for him. As a boy 
in Tallahassee I was many times in his home, and it was my 
great joy to hear his stories of the political struggles to nd the 
State of carpet-bag rule. 

I recall a story told of him that aptly illustrates one of his 
many admirable traits of character. His extreme politeness 
was always in evidence. The story goes that he met a negi'o 
on the street who tipped his hat to the Governor, whereupon 
the Governor tipped his hat in recognition of the salutation. 
Some friend who observed the incident chided the Governor 
about it and the Governor asked, "Did you expect me to be less 
pohte than that darky?" 

He was always held up to me as the kind of man I should 
a.spire to become. I think no better example could have been 
found. 

JOHN T. G. CRAWFORD. 

By T. P. DAVIS 

The celebration commemorating the one hundredth anni- 
versary of the birth of Governor Bloxham is an excellent ex- 
pression of gratitude to one who gave his best efforts for Flori- 
da and I hope it will start a widespread sentiment for recogni- 
tion of unselfish service rendered for the good of Florida by 
other public officials. 

T. P. DAVIS. 



By ROBERT W. WILLIAMS 

It is with a sense of keen appreciation that I read your very 
cordial invitation of the 25th of June to attend the memorial 
ceremonies on July 9, next, commemorating the 100th anni- 
versary of the birth of Governor WilUam D. Bloxham. It is 
also with the keenest kind of regret that I am obliged to te 
vou that I am so circumstanced during this month that it will 
be quite impossible for me to leave Washington, even to attend 
these ceremonies for one of the most esteemed men who ever 
lived and whose death perhaps brought more anguish to moie 
human beings than could be counted. 

I am happy in the recollection that I grew up from childhood 
to manhood in the shadow of Governor Bloxham. He was a 
man of superb appearance, superb mental attainments, and 
superlative character and distinction. His home, ^^^as directly 
across Calhoun street from the home that my grandfather 

. father, and myself, together, occupied for just 100 years^ You 

' can therefore, understand that anything connected with Talla- 
hassee and its history, and especially with this beautiful char- 

' acter whose 100th anniversary is to be remembered so fitting- 
ly, touches my heart most profoundly. 

It is most fortunate and most fitting that another one of 
Florida's really great men, the giant oak in the forest, our be- 
loved Chief Justice Whitfield, should officiate as Chairman of 
the Memorial Committee. I feel that it is also most fortunate 
and appropriate that our esteemed Secretary of State should 

I head the State-wide committee, thus insuring the success of 
these ceremonies. 

I am most pleased to have the terse, succinct outline of the 
principal events in the public life of my dear and greatly la- 
mented friend, Governor William D. Bloxham. 

j Will you kindly convey to Judge Whitfield my hearty felici- 
I tations upon this occasion and will you also accept my genu- 
ine and deep appreciation of your kind invitation, appreciation 
I of which I cannot too often express. 

ROBERT W. WILLIAMS. 



By HONORABLE H. J. DRANE 

I think the first outstanding citizen in Florida whom it was 
my pleasure to see was Governor Bloxham, and that was when] 
I happened, as a boy, to be in Live Oak over night, I think it 
was in 1884, and heard Governor Bloxham make a speech in 
the old court house there in the interest of the Democratic 
ticket. I had only been in Florida about a year and his ap-J 
pearance there, manner of speech, and friendliness, impressed 
me so that I soon after sought and was fortunate in gaining 
his friendship. I knew him very well in the days that followed 
up until the day when he quit the Haunts of Man and only 
pleasant memory of him abides with me. 

1889, I became Engrossing Clerk in the House of Represent- 
atives, which was an obscure position in the world of politics,! 
and I continued in official life during practically every session! 
of the Legislature, either as Engrossing Clerk, a Member of the^ 
House or President of the Senate, until 1915. During the 
years from 1889 until 1911, I was with him often. I think he 
possessed the most gracious manner; the most easy and gi-ace- 
ful courtesy, of any man I have ever known. I often sought 
him out just for the pleasure of speaking with him for awhile. 
I have often said he was the only man whom I had ever known 
who would not speak to me with his hat on — he always re- 
moved his hat to speak, even when I would meet him on the 
street. The last time I saw him was at his old home in Talla- 
hassee and he met me at the door with a smile, led me back 
into the dining room and we stopped in front of the sideboard 
— but that is another story. 

There have been many great and good men who have served 
as Governor of Florida but I think that looking up and down 
the Ages he will always stand out in front as the man who 
under many adverse circumstances during the years following 
the Civil War, will be recognized as Florida's Best and Great- 
est. I only wish I could be there on July 9th, and say this in 
a public place. 

HERBERT J. DRANE. 

By SENATOR W. H. MILTON 

W. D. Bloxham was one of the best type of men described as 
the old timp southern gentleman, noble in his bearing, coui-- 
teous, kindly, gracious in his manner. 

As a citizen he was honorable, upright, zealous for his Coim- 
try's good, and a true patriot. 

As an official, he was faithful in the discharge of duties of 
the office which he held, far-sighted, loyal to the interest of 
his State, a constructionist, a great Governor. 

As a friend, from thirty-five years of mutual friendship, I 
knew that he was loyal, true, untiring, staunch, as ready to 
aid his friends, as he was to receive tokens of friendship. 

In his death the State lost a good citizen, a noble man, and 
the people of Florida lost the example of a true Christian 
gentleman. 

W. H. MILTON. 
By JOSEPH H. JONES 

I deem it especially appropriate that this memorial should 
be held in honor of one of Florida's sons who has left such a 
blazoned historic path. 

I came into this State during the time that the career of 
this remarkable citizen was in full flower, and understand the 
affection the people of the State have for his good work in the 
advancement of the welfare of the State. Let the shaft that 
marks his resting place perpetually remain as an inspiration 
to the youth of Florida. 

Truly it can be said that he was a citizen sans puer, a patri- 
ot sans reproche, and a gentleman wearing throughout the gulf 
of years the white flower of a blameless life. 

JOSEPH H. JONES. 

By JOHN R. WILLIS 

It was my privilege to be a delegate to the convention in 
Ocala in 1896 which nominated this great native citizen of 
Florida for his second term as Governor of Florida, and it was 
my privilege to vote for him in that convention. I was also 
Assistant Secretary of the Senate in 1897 when he was serving 
his second term as Governor of Florida and on Saturday morn- 
ings especially when I would see him come walking down the 
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street or riding in his buggy with his hat off and in his hand 
and bowing and saying -'Oood Morning" to both white and col- 
ored I was very much impressed with the great democracy of 
this wonderful man. 

In 1899 I was a member of the House of Representatives 
while he was Governor and had the opportunity of witnessing 
the acts and conducts of this great statesman. I think it ap- 
propriate that the State of Florida commemorate the one 
hundredth anniversary of the birth of this native citizen. If 
possible I will be present at the Memorial ceremonies. 

JOHN R. WILLIS. 

By GENERAL ALFRED AYER 

I will be ninety years old next November and home is the 
only proper place for a man of that age. Governor Bloxham 
was my friend; he conferred several favors on me that I will 
always be garteful for; he had the most remarkable memory 
of any man I ever knew. You could introduce a dozen men 
to him in Tallahassee and if he met one of them in Jacksoii- 
ville months afterwards he would shake his hand and call his 
name. ^ ^ 

I shall read your letter to our U. C. V. Camp next Tuesday. 

ALFRED AYER. 



By JOHN E. PROCTOR 

It is said, "the pen is mightier than the sword." It was the 
pen of the lamented C. E. Dyke, and the labor and persever- 
ance of Hon. W. D. Bloxham that dethroned Carpetbag rule in 
Florida. 

Let me mention some of the great men who assisted the 
Honorable W. D. Bloxham in this struggle. I see the Honor- 
able R B. Hilton, D. W. Gwynn, J. A. Henderson, W. R. Wil- 
son P B Brokaw, Wilkinson Call, R. A. Whitfield, M. Lively, 



D. S. Walker, Sr., R. H. M. Davidson, W. D. Barnes, Geo. P. 
Raney, Walter R. Blake, C. L. Pildes, Theodore W. Brevard. 
W. A. Rawls, T. J. Perkins, R. A. Shine, R. H. Gamble, B. C. 
Lewis, C. A. Bryan, S. W. Myers, J. D. Perkins, J. T. Bernaid, 
J. J. Williams, R. B. Gorman, Hugh Black, Geo. H. Meginniss, 
W. P. Byrd, S. A. Palmer, Theo. Turnbull, N. W. Eppes, J. A. 
Edmondson, Sr., A. F. Spiller, A. C. Croom.Alex Moseley, T. H. 
Randolph, J. W. Nash, C. C. Pearce, M. D. Papy, T. P. Tatum, 
J. S. Winthrop, E. W. Gamble, Mrs. E. C. Long, Dr. John L. 
Crawford, Col. John Bradford, Dr. Geo. W. Betton, Col, George 
W. Scott. These honorable men were the lifters up of the hand 
of the Honorable W. D. Bloxham. 

May we ever keep in memory the name of the Honorable 
W. D. Bloxham. 

JOHN E. PROCTOR. 

Note: — John E. Proctor, a respected colored citizen of Leon 
county, was one of the interested spectators at the Memorial 
exercises in the Senate Chamber in memory of Governor Wil- 
liam D. Bloxham, and was recognized as a useful citizen whose 
influence is for good in the community. He is now ninety-one 
years of age. 

In 1883 and 1885, during Governor Bloxham's first admin- 
istration, John E. Proctor was State Senator from Leon coun- 
ty. He had been a member of the House of Representatives 
from Leon county in 1873 and in 1879, and was regarded as a 
creditable member of his race and of his party. 

At the general election of November 7, 1876, when George 
F. Drew was elected Governor, many of the most prominent 
men in Leon county acted as election officers, deputy sheriffs 
and special city police. W. D. Bloxham was a deputy sheriff 
at Precinct No. 3 in Leon county, and John E. Proctor was ap- 
pointed a supervisor of elections in the same precinct by Unit- 
ed States District Judge J. W. Locke. Pi-octor is perhaps the 
only man now living who was an official of the 1876 election 
in Leon county. 



PROCEEDINGS AT 
FLORIDA STATE COLLEGE FOR WOMEN 

At the same hour of this meeting, exercises commemorating 
the one hundredth anniversary of the birth of William D. 
Bloxham were held at the Florida State College for Women at 
Tallahassee. Judge Charles S. Ausley delivered the following 
address at the College: 

Dr Conradi, Members of the Faculty and Student Body: 
Only one man in the history of the State of Florida has served 
it twice as its Governor. That man was William D. Bloxham, 
whose 100th birthday anniversary Ploridians are today cele- 
brating. 

That Bloxham achieved what no other man in our political 
history has been able to accomplish makes an inquiry into his 
life doubly interesting. 

Was it personal charm and a ready handshake that makes 
him stand alone in having been twice honored by his people 
with their highest gift? Was it his ability to sway people with 
his eloquence? Was it administrative ability or was it an ex- 
pression of the respect and confidence of his fellow citizens? 

From what I can learn of the man, from his intimates, and 
contemporaries, it was a combination of all of these char- 
acteristics. 

Friendly and courteous at all times, an intimate friend of 
his tells me that he never failed to speak to anyone, high or 
low, and that he would extend his salutations even if the re- 
cipient were on the other side of the street. As one friend ex- 
pressed it, you would have thought that he was campaigning 
all of the time. 

This affability of Governor Bloxham, though a great poli- 
tical asset, was in the opinion of his f riends, entirely genuine 
and sincere. By nature he loved people and his greatest joy 
was in mixing with them. 

He was a charming and courtly gentleman possessing all of 
the graces and amenities of the typical Southern gentleman; 
and the dignity of his friendliness inspired love and respect in 
those with whom he came in contact. 



Those who knew Bloxham from yoimg manhood, tell me that 
he was a gifted public speaker— one who could speak elo- 
quently on the slightest provocation. And they relate that 
the eloquence and persuasive powers of the Governor were a 
potent influence in maintaining and preserving the equilibrium 
of the people and in holding intact the remnants of the Demo- 
cratic party during the turbulent days of reconstruction. 

William Dunnington Bloxham was born in Leon County, 
Territory of Florida, July 9, 1835, He was graduated from [.i 
William and Mary College with the degree of Bachelor of Lav/s ' 
July 4, 1855. but because of his health farmed instead of fol- 
lowing the law. 

He was elected to the Florida Legislature November, 1861. 

Captain of Company "C", Fifth Florida Regiment, in April, 
1862 he resigned on account of ill health, but continued in the 
Confederate service until the end of the War Between the 
States. 

He was one of the statutory incorporators of the Florida 
Agricultural College in 1870. 

Was nominated for Governor by the Democrats in 1872, but 
was defeated by O. B. Hart, a Republican. 

Was appointed Secretary of State by Gov. George F. Drew, 
1877. 

He was elected Governor on the Democratic ticket in 1880, 
and his administration marks the beginning of great pros- 
perity for Florida. Progress was made in every direction. 

When Bloxham took office, Florida's Internal Improvement 
Fund, consisting of 13,000,000 acres of swamp land, was hope- 
lessly' involved in litigation, and while the Legislature granted 
lands to aid in building railroads, the litigation prevented a 
good title being given and capitalists would not invest. The 
State could not develop without transportation facilities and 
progress seemed at an end. It was then that the sale of 4,- 
000,000 acres of this swamp land to Hamilton Disston and 
associates of Philadelphia paid off the debt against the In- 
ternal Improvement Fund and placed it in a position where the 
State officials could carry out the legislative direction as to 
land grants. 
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after the Disston sale more miles of railroad were built in 

paused the investment of much capital and the state s i e 
were toought to public notice in this country and m 

"^Attention was given to edu-t^^^^ ^eollegef ^e'e'esSishrd. 

;jr the Itate The constitution then formed is now m force, 
in 1897 William D. Bloxham was a second time inaugurated 



r^overnor of Florida It was during a period of great financial 
?eprei yet old debts were paid and a surplus rnaintamed 
fn the tre^ury. and Florida's financial ratmg was unsurpassed 
by that of any State in the Union. 

Bloxham served as Comptroller -^^tween 1890 and 1^^^^^^^ and 
his administration as Comptroller as well as Governoi was 
signalized by financial reforms and economies , , . 

Appointed minister to Bolivia by President Cleveland m 
1885 but he refused the appointment. 

Bloxham stands out as a man P^^f l^^aL'^and Xue^nt" 
tion of characteristics. He was P0Pul^^V//;fiSitv 
but withal, able and a man of impeccable integrity. 

in honoring him twice with the highest gift t^e^^J^^s^e^ 
sion the people of Florida gave approval to a man who nevei 
forgot that a "public office is a pubhc trust. 



EDITORIALS 



THE BLOXHAM CENTENNIAL 
„ V. or,^ tvio ^tatp of Florida will honor themselves 

KTero/'orTe SolSnSraS Id ..w.ys enshrined 

in the hearts of its people. 

nP^ra^ courtesy The phrase "Southern gentleman, has 

irrP'^s of this fine citizen down the streets of ,^allanassee, nib 
fo^^ militaiv cape flowing, raising his hat to all whom he met 

but of an abundant love for his fellowman. 
buft^iSM^'leS^^^^^^^ 

ro^hrr^dir^^^ 

SdThe' wV; have FaTlen'Siort of that ideal which his life 
taspfred, buT each one is better, nonetheless, for the ambition 
and eagerness to serve which he inspired. 
' Yes Governor Bloxham was the ideal public servant; unos- 
tentatious patient, tolerant, kindly, and above all faithful to 
evSrtrust It augurs well for the future of Florida that its 
people oTn to do honor to those principles which he represent- 
ed and personified; a large attendance on the exercises to be 
held on Tuesday w 11 evidence not only our love for this great 
and good man but our devotion to those principles of just and 
'ri-hteous government in which he so prof oundly believed and 
o which he gave his life.-Prom The ^^^l^, democrat Talla- 
hasee. Sunday, July 7, 1935. By Judge B. A. Megmniss. 
A GREAT FLORIDIAN 
only one Governor of Florida was re-elected after serving 
iin that office: only one man hasbeen by P^P^^^r choice Gov- 
ernor of Florida eight years. That man was William Dun 
nin-ton Bloxham, who, native of Leon county, graduate of old 
^llSlnd Mary, member of the legislature, Captain in ^^^^^^ 
Civil War, Secretary of State, was elected Governor m 1880, 



nominated again in 



served 1881 to 1885, was unanimously 
1896, and elected, serving 1897 to 1901. 

ThP 100th anniversary of the birth of GovernorBloxham 
come Ju?y 9.' A general committ^ ^SrSfef ^STb 
hv thP Tallahassee Historical Society, with Chief Justice j. a. 
S^hlme^afchl^man, has arranged appropriate e^^^^^^^^^^^ 
observance of the anniversary and m tribute to one ot the 
<:tate's trulv great men. They will be held in the senate 
Chamber' Taflahassee, at 11 a. m. ^ecretar^^^ 
Orav is Chairman of the statewide committee to invite 
Snguished gSs. The principal address will be made by 
Judge E. C. I^ove, of Quincy. 

mnrida honors itself in honoring this native son who held 

day, July 7, 1935. 



A GREAT GOVERNOR 
The Tallahassee Historical Society is doing a public se™ 
in navine PUblic tribute to the memory of Gov. Wilham Dun 
ninSon Bloxham on the one hundredth anniversary of his 
birth. 

Tt harms no people to recall to memory its great figures who 

their problems, their courageous devotion t° an uiea wiii c 
courage their followers to a preservation of all that is fine m 
the conduct of public affairs and private living. 

i^h?S^S^?^nSS?I-^niA^^ S 
War Between the States. 

wi= fir<;t venture in the political arena found him defeated 
th?ou<^h RecSruc fon forces. In 1880 he was elected chief 
executive He used his office, in both terms he served, to ef- 
fect financial reforms and economies. He was an ardent sup- 
porter of the public schools. 

r.„rir,p- his administration the first reform school for delm- 
qu?nts wafcreatTr Dur^ his term also was established wha 
S^now the Florida School for the Deaf and Blind at St. Angus 
tine. 

Wis nolitical reforms, his economies, the evidence of his 
sta^^cra? may moulder wfth his bones. But what the good 
Bk>xham d^ for hS native state will stand out Pre-emmently 
fn each succeeding generation if for ^^t^mg niore than for 
his program for educational advantages, not only m the pumic 
snhnni svstem but in the opportunities he created for de- 
Suent Wil^ afoul of the law and for the ^unfortunates 
of humanity who have ben deprived of those senses whose 
measure in the joy of living is appreciated more m the loss 
than in the possession.— The Miami Herald, Tuesday, July ». 
1935. 
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STATE CELEBRATES CENTENARY OP GOVERNOR 
BLOXHAM'S BIRTH 

In the Senate Chamber at Tallahassee yesterday, Florida 
formally commemorated the one hundredth anniversary of the 
birth of one of the State's gi-eatest native sons, William Dun- 
nington Bloxham. At the same time, similar ceremonies were 
held at different places in Florida, all in honor of a man whose 
name is written largely in the history of the State. 

Born in Leon county on July 9, 1835, and dying at Tallahas- 
see on March 15, 1911, Governor Bloxham compressed into 
the seventy-six years of his active, purposeful and resultful 
life, more of real accomplishment than is given to a thousand 
average men to achieve. 

Governor Bloxham came of English stock, his grandfather, 
an earlier William, having been born in England, but coming 
to this country early in life, and serving in the American 
forces in the War of 1812. Governor Bloxham's father, also 
bearing the name William, was born in Alexandria, Virginia, 
within si°ht of the National Capital, but came to Florida in 
1825. 

Choosing the legal profession as his life work Governor 
Bloxham was graduated from old William and Mary College, 
at Williamsburg, Virginia, with the degree of bachelor of law. 
•Of anything but robust physique In his early manhood ill 
health compelled him to forego his chosen profession, and he 
took up farming instead. Marrying Miss Mary C. Davis, of 
Lynchburg, Virginia, in 1856, politics soon claimed him lor a 
career that continued almost up to the time of his death. 

His prominence in the settlement of the Georgia-Florida 
boundary dispute, adjusted by adoption in 1859 of the Orr- 
Whitner Line, brought him more than local fame, and in I8bi 
he was elected to the Legislature. In April, 1862, he was com- 
missioned Captain of Company "C", Fifth Florida Infantry, 
but poor health forced him to relinquish the commission, 
though he served the Confederacy until the close of the War 
Between the States. 

Nominated as a Presidential elector in 1868, he was defeated 
when the Republican Legislature named Republican electors 
instead of submitting the election to popular vote. In 1870 he 
was elected lieutenant governor, but was deprived of the ollice 
by a carpetbag legislature. In 1872 he was the Democratic 
nominee for Governor, being defeated by Ossian B. Hart, Re- 
publican and Unionist. Five years later, in 1877, he was ap- 
pointed Secretary of State by Governor George F. Drew. 

Then in 1880, he was elected Governor of Florida, serving 
the entire term. Sixteen years later, in 1896, he was again 
chosen Governor, being the only man ever to hold that otfice 
for two terras. 

Meanwhile, he had actively opposed cession of West Florida 
to Alabama and was largely instrumental in defeating that 
plan As Governor, he had negotiated the sale of four million 
acres of swamp and overflowed lands to Hamilton Disston and 
associates, for a million dollars, thus saving the Internal Im- 
provement Fund from ruin, and starting the real development 
of Florida In 1885 he declined appointment as Minister to 
Bolivia tendered by President Cleveland, and accepted ap- 
pointment as surveyor-general of Florida, serving four years. 
In 1890 he was made State Comptroller by Governor Francis 
P. Fleming. His second administration as Governor included 
the Spanish-American War period. 

He was one of the incorporators of the Florida Agricultural 
College, now a part of the University of Florida; as Governor, 
he sought enactment of and approved a law for the establish- 
ment of the first reform school for juveniles in Florida; he 
worked for and approved a law re-creating the State Railroad 
Commision; he was a strong advocate of a real public school 
system for the State; and he was genuinely interested in the 
welfare of the remnants of the Seminole Indians.— Tampa 
Daily Times. Wednesday, July 10, 1935. 

TWICE GOVERNOR OF FLORIDA 
At the Capital yesterday the one hundredth anniversary of 
the birth of a famous Floridian, Gov. William Dunnington 
Bloxham. was observed with unusual ceremonies, an assembl- 
?ge of prominent m.en and women of the State gathering in 
Tallahassee to do honor to the memory of a man who had 



twice served the commonwealth as Governor, and who had, all 
during his long Ufe, stood fast for good government, honesty 
and progressiveness in State affairs. The celebration which 
had been planned by those who knew of the splendid ability 
and fine patriotism and statesmanship of the late Governor 
Bloxham, was simple in detail, as would exemplify the char- 
acter of the former chief executive, and with all dignity and 
demonstration of sincerity, served to emphasize the regard in 
which the man was held by his fellow Floridians. The General 
Committee, which had been appointed by the Tallahassee His- 
torical Society, had secured the cooperation of a State-wide 
advisory committee, resulting in the observance of the day m 
some way, in other places besides at the Capital. All State de- 
partments were closed during the ceremonies. 

In Tallahassee representative people from all parts of the 
State, high officials and members of organizations, with Gov. 
Dave Sholtz, as honorary chairman, and Secretary of State 
Gray as chairman of the State-wide committee, heard an ad- 
dress by Judge E. C. Love, of Quincy. in which Governor 
Bloxham's life and activities were eulogized. Governor Sholtz 
" was heard in a brief tribute to the former Governor who had 
ben twice called by his people to act as their chief executive— 
the only instance of the kind in Florida, where the Constitu- 
tion forbids a Governor succeeding himself. Other speakers . 
heard included Senator W. C. Hodges, president of the Florida , 
Senate, and Speaker W. B. Bishop, of the House of Represent- 
atives. 

In the course of the principal address, made by Judge Love, ■ 
it was brought out that Governor Bloxham, born m Leon ! 
County in 1835, was the son and grandson of distinguished 
soldiers and early to enter the War Between the States, serv- 
ing the Confederacy to the best of his ability to its end. Gov- ■ 
emor Bloxham was graduated from William and Mary Col- = 
lege in 1855, but after leaving was obliged to undertake out- ■ 
door work rather than the practice of law, because of lU- 
health. Elected to the Florida Legislature in 1861 he had prev- 
iously been prominent in the settlement of the Georgia-Florida 
boundary dispute. < 



1-1 



Taking an active part in politics Governor Bloxham was 
chosen a presidential elector in 1868; but was not allowed to 
serve the Legislature appointing Republican electors and tak- 
ing no notice of the nomination. In 1870 Governor Bloxham 
was elected lieutenant governor of Florida- but here again the 
Republican factions upset the plans of the Democrats and the 
votes were never officially canvassed. In 1870 Governor Blox- 
ham was one of the incorporators of the Florida Agricultural 
College. This institution later became the University of Flor- 
ida. 

In 1872 for the gubernatorial election the Democrats nomi- , 
nated Governor Bloxham, but he was defeated by Ossian B. 
Hart a Republican. A few years later, in 1877, Governor Blox- . 
ham was appointed Secretary of State by Gov. George F. 
Drew. 

Elected on the Democratic ticket of 1880 Governor Blox- ' 
ham's term of office was marked by many acts of progress. ' 
He was found opposing the cession of Western Florida to Ala- 
bama—and the State continued without division. The sale oi 
four million acres of swamp and overflowed land to Disston, 
and associates for a million dollars was marked as saving the 
Internal Improvement Fund from ruin and the beginning of 
real development of Florida. Declining ministerial appoint- 
ment by President Cleveland in 1885, he served the State as 
Comptroller for several years, first appointed by Gov. Francis 
P. Fleming, later elected for four years in 1892. 

Governor Bloxham was nominated unanimously by thd 
Democratic State convention in 1896. elected again for foui^ 
years— the only man ever serving the State as Governor fo* 
two full terms. During his occupancy of the Governor's office, 
and in capacity as comptroller and as Secretary of State^ and, 
alwavs as a good citizen. Governor Bloxham labored faithfullr 
for the betterment of his native State until his death m 1911 
In honoring his memory the asesmblage at Tallahassee yes 
terdav, and those giving attention to the even else-vhere, wer 
honoring themselves. The people can well recall and retel 
the deeds and activities of such a man as William Dunning 
ton Bloxham: his life is an inspiration; it should not be for 
gotten but held in happy memory.— The Florida Times-Union 
Jacksonville. Wednesday, July 10, 1935: 
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ROLL COMPANY C. FIFTH FLORIDA INFANTRY, 1862-1865 
ROLL COmt-AiN ^ BLOXHAM, CAPTAIN 



Names 



(From "Soldiers of Florida") 
Mustered 



In 



Mustered 
Out 



Remarks 



Captains: 
William D. 
Bloxham Apr. '62 



Council A. 
Bryan Apr. '62 



Transferred to Quarter- 
Master Department, Mad- 
ison, >Pla. 

.1st Lieut.; promoted Cap- 
tain Dec. '62; elected to 
Legislature and resigned 
Nov. 19, '64; afterward 
joined Company C, Scott's 
Battalion, and served to 
close of the war. 



1st Lieut.: 

' a^""" AprU Apr.....e5 ^^f ™^ -gS '3 

Sharpsburg Sept. 17, '62; 
commanded company at 
surrender. 



Carroll, Wm. 

Compaiiett, 
John B. 



Conner, 
Martin C. 

Daughtery. 
James 

Daughtery, 
William 



Davis, 
Washington J. 

Dudley, 
Rufus M 



Eppes, 
Nicholas W. 



..EOUed at Charlottesville; 
buried in cemetery of the 
University of Va. 

Wotmded at Gettysburg 
July 3, '63. 

... Transferred from Co. M 
2nd Regiment; appointed 
Sergt. Major; promoted 
2nd Lieut, for gallantry 
at the Battle of Gettys- 
burg and transferred to 
1st Cavalry. 



2nd, Lieut.: 
Matthew 
Lively 

Alexander L. 
Bull 

3rd Lieuts.: 
James D. 
Gailbraith 



..Discharged 
ability. 



'62 for dis- 



Leroy Allen Feb. 27, '62 



Enlisted Men: 

Allen, Joseph Feb.27, 62 

Alligood, 



Anril '62 1st Sergt.; promoted 3rd 

Lieut, then 2nd Lieut. 



Discharged '62 for con- 

sumption. 

Apr 9 '65 Promoted 3rd Lieutenant; 

wounded at Cold Harbor 
June 5, '64. 



Apr. 9, '65 Promoted Sergeant. 



Charles S. Mch. 28, '62 Apr. 9, '65 Shot at Gettysburg 

3, oi. 



July 



Fairbanks, 
Henry 

Faraday, 
James W. 



French, 
James W. 



Gause, 
George W. 

Gorman, 
Robert B. 

Gramlin, 
J. W. 



Grandy, 
Mike K. 



ECilled at Chancellorsville 
May 4, '63. 

..Wounded at Gettysburg 
July 3, '63. 



Apr. 9, '65 
Apr. 9, '65 



Alligood, Jas. 

Atkinson, 
Stephen 

Atkinson, 
Wiley L. 



Barefoot, 
Thomas B. 

Barlow, 
John S. 

Bariman 
Elias 



..Woimded at Chancellors- 
ville, May 4, '63, 



Wounded at Gettysburg, 
July 3, '63. 



Gray, Edward 

Hall, L. H. -. 

Hargrove, 
Samuel T. . 



..Discharged from Ft. Del- 
aware prison. 



..Imprisoned Ft. Delaware 



Barnes, Elias 

Brown, 
William J. 



'61 



Killed at Gettysburg, July 
3, '63. 



'62 Expiration of term; re- 
enlisted Aug. '62 in W. D 
Bloxham's Company; shot 
at Wilderness, Va. 



Hart, 
John R. 

Hartsfield, 
Moses 



Harvey, 
Mike L. 

Henby, 
James T. 



Hicks, S. J. 



Hinson, 
John H. 



Mar. '61 



Sergeant. jj^ 

Wounded Bristow Station 
Oct. 14, '63. 



Shot at Sharpsburg, Md., 
disabled and discharged 
'63. 



..Died Ft. Delaware prison 



Bruce, 
Robert L. 

Bryan, 
Joseph L. 



Feb 22. '62 Apr. 9, '65 Promoted Sergt.; wound- 
ed at Petersburg, Va. 



Holland, 
Thomas 



Killed at Chancellorsville 
May 5, '63. 



Holt. Asa H Apr. 9, '65 
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Holt, 

Christopher C 

Horne, H. M 

Howell, 
John W 

Isler, D. C 

Isler, 

Frederick W 

Isler, 

John F 

Isler, 

Thomas J - 

[sler, W. M 

Isler, W. M. Apr. 9, '65 

Jenkins, 
Samuel M 

Johnson, 
James W 

Jones, 
Charles S 

Jones, 
William L 

Kyle, 

Christopher C. Mar. '62 
Kyle, 

C. C, Jr 

Lee, John A 

Levy, Alfred 

Levy. David 

Levy, Henry 

Levy, 

Richard 

Livingston, 
J. F. 

Maxwell, 
Francis Oliver '62 

Mobley, 
Robert S. May '62 

Norris, 
Henry H 

Oliver, Arvin 

Oliver, James 

Owens, 
Calvin S 

Page, 

Benj. F 

Page, 

James J 

Page, 

John W 
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Page, 
Sherod P. 



Apr. 9, '65 Pittman, 

William 



..Wounded at Gettysburg Pitts, 
July 3, '63. Joseph 



..Wounded at Gettysburg PUrvis, 
July 3, '63. John N. 



..Died at Staunton, Va. 
Sept. 18, '62 of pneu 
monia. 



^W- 9, '65 

Apr. 9, '65 
Apr. 9, '65 
Apr. 9, '65 



Apr. 9, '65 Wounded and captured, 
paroled from prison. 



..Killed at Gettysburg July 
3, '63. 

..Discharged June '63 from 
Ft. Delaware prison. 

-Imprisoned at Ft. Dela- 
ware. 



Redd, 
Toliver C 

Redd, 

Washington W. 

Renlro, 

James P 

Rickerson, 
James M 

Roberts, 
Richard 

Roberts, 
Robert E 

Roberts, 
William 

Robinson, 
Larkin 



Russell, 
Daniel W. 



Apr. 9, '65 Shot at Petersburg, Oct 
9, '64. 



..Imprisoned at Fort Dela 
ware. 



Russell, 

Jesse Daniel Mar. 22, '62 Apr. 9, 65 Wounded at Gettysburff 

July '63; captured and! 
imprisoned at Fort Dela(: 
ware. 51 

Scott, Allen Apr. 9, '65 Wounded at Petersburg!; 



Corporal 



Va. 



Scott, 
John R. 



Apr. 9, '65 



Died, Richmond, Va. Nov. 
14, '62. 

..Wounded at Chancellors- 
ville. May 4, '63; paroled. 



Apr. 9, '65 Wounded at Gettysburg 
July 3, '63. 

mued at Gettysburg July 

3. '63. 

Apr. 9, '65 1st Sergeant. 
Corporal. 

Apr. 9. '65 Promoted Corporal; 

wounded, Gettysburg July 
3, '63. 



Smith, R. B. Mar. 11, '62 

Smith, W. D 

Stanford, H 



Sutton, 

John A. Mar. 15, '62 



Sutton, S. M. 



Thomas, 
W. H. 

Tomberlin, 
James E. 

Tomberlin, 
Samuel 



Apr. 9, '65 

I- 

Apr. 9, '65 Shot at Chancellorsvill ' 
May 3, '63. 1 

Wounded at Gettysburti: 

July 3, '63. ( 

Wounded at Gettysbur ' 

July 3, '63. 

Apr. 9, '65 Wounded at Gettysbur': 
July 3, '63. ;: 

Apr. 9,-'65 Wounded at Gettysbun' 
' July 3, '63. 



Apr. 9, '65 
Apr. 9, '65 
Apr. 9, '65 



Troup, George 

Verris, 
Farnwell W. . 

Walters, 
William H. ... 



Watkins, 
Robert M. 
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White, A. J Apr. 9, '65 Wounded at Gettysburg 

July 3, '63. 

White S. H Killed at Gettysburg July 

\ ■ 3, '63. 

Whitely^ 

Thomas Apr. 9, '65 Corporal 

Wilson, 

James B 



Wiggins, Dan Apr. 1, '62 Apr. 9, '65 Wounded severely, Get- 
tysburg, July 3, '63. 

A FLORIDA INDIAN ROMANCE 
In January, 1898, a notable convention assembled at Tampa, 
representing the fishery interests of twenty-four states and 
several foreign countries. ("Memeirs of Florida" p. 403). At 
bhis convention Governor Bloxham made an eloquent and in- 
spiring address. Referring to that address the Tampa Daily 
rimes of March 29, 1898, edited by Col, D. B. McKay, contains 
the following: 

"In Governor Bloxham 's addi'ess before the national fish- 
eries congiess at Tampa, he alluded to the historic ground on 
which they met, full of the ambrosia of ancient history, men- 
tioning one romance, based on historic fact, associated with 
;he Clearwater Bay section, in which a Florida Pocahontas 
saved the life of a Spanish cavalier, doomed by her chieftain 
father to death at the stake; only, this was a case of 'for 
friendship's sake,' not love's, since the dusky maid had a lover 
)f her own race who nobly aided in protecting the white man, 
md thereby, through the rage of the father, lost his promised 
jquaw. The Indian girl, although it broke the heart-strings 
Df hope, sacrificed love and life to humanity. On this inci- 
ient, so eloquently described by Governor Bloxham, the fol- 
cwing ballad is based. It was written by W. E. Pabor and 
-ead at the session of the state press association, held at De- 
band in 1898: 

"As found on the historic page. 
Theme for singer as well as sage; 
A tale of friendship, honor, hate. 
And severed lovers, for whose fate 
Maidens might weep, and cavaliers 
Be not ashamed of shedding tears, 
For an Indian chieftain's dusky child, 
A savage princess of the wild. 

"Ere Pocahontas came to show 
That love is lord of all below. 
In savage as in Saxon breast — 
'Virginia's history tells the rest) 
There lived a chieftain stern and bold. 
Whose dusky daughter sought to hold 
At bay the fagot and the fire, 
For Spanish soldier laid on pyre. 

"In fifteen hundred twenty-eight, 

Before DeSoto found his fate, 

Or Ponce De Leon sought the springs 

Whose waters youth eternal brings, 

Juan Ortez, cavalier of Spain, 

Sailed o'er the Caribbean main 

And Mexico gulf, until his sails 

Were fanned by flower-perfumed gales. 

"He cried, 'Is this enchanted land? 
Or lost Atlantis' golden strand? 
Or is this singing sweet and clear, 
That falls so softly on my ear. 
The witch-song of the Lorelei, 
I Or elfs, in woodlands that I spy 

Along this blosom laden shore. 
Where Spanish never trod before?' 

"His ancient servitor replied: 
'O, go not o'er our vessel's side; 
I fear the warlock or the gnome. 
Or magic Merlin here had home; 
By blessed Damosel I pray. 
Hoist sail, and speed us on our way. 
Juan Ortez, go not to the shore, 
Lest, going, you return no more.' 
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" 'Now, out upon your weird alarms' j 
If there are maidens, they hath charms; 
If there are witches, we have spells 
In rosaries and thrice -kissed bells 
To ward off danger, if it looms 
Out from your dim, dark, forest glooms. 
Stand in to shore. With my good sword 
I'll lift the banner of our Lord.' 

"Where now Bellair to sunset's glow 
Its graceful spires of splendor show; 
Where the warm waters wash away 
Clearwater's white and sparkling spray, 
Juan Ortez, cavalier of Spain, 
A score of soldiers in his train. 
Stepped shoreward, in the noonday glow, 
Three hundred seventy years ago. 

"But ere his wits to wonder grew. 
From every tre an arrow flew; 
And hideous braves in scant attire, 
With wild war-whoops gave battle dire; 
The banner of the cross went down. 
Though held by soldiers of renown. 
Until at last Juan Ortez stood 
Captive to wild men of the wood. 

"Into the chieftain's tent they brought 
The man who had so bravely fought; 
Laid him before their savage lord 
For poisoned arrow, flame or sword; 
The savage chief, with angry breath. 
Gave orders for a fiery death; 
'So die the enemies who come 
To steal away the Indian's home.' 

"They drove the pole stakes where they stood; 
They brought the faggots from the wood; 
They laid the captive on the pyre; 
They held aloft tre torch, afire; 
They danced the dance of death galore, 
Till sunset crowned the wood and shore. 
When lo! there comes upon the scene 
The chieftain's daughter, sad of mien. 

"Low at her father's feet she bends. 
And to her grace and beauty lends 
The strongest argument since years 
Of time were young- — a woman's tears. 
She bathes the chieftain's horny hand; 
She dares the swift and stern command 
And think of friends and not of foes. 
To seek her tepee's safe repose, 

"Her tears and prayers avail at last; 
The torch down on the sand is cast; 
The captive's cords asunder fly; 
He stands erect, with trembling eye; 
Then stoops to kiss the maiden's hand, 
And hears the savage chief's command — 
Captive, yet free to come and go. 
Till he his final fate should know. 

"Did Ortez win the maiden's love? 
O, no! This dusky woodland dove 
Had long been wooed by Mucoso, 
A neighboring chief, whose belt could show 
More scalps than moons that crown the year. 
And each to each was near and dear; 
No cavalier of Spain could wile 
The maiden from Muscoso's smile. 

"Soon Hirrihugua's anger blazed 
Anew. Again the pile was raised. 
The faggots placed; but in the night 
The maiden planned the soldier's flight; 
And bade him to her lover go, 
With tokens he alone would know. 
To bide in hiding till the (Jay 
When he could safely sail away. 

"The sun rose hot, but hotter still 
The chieftain's rage at thwarted will. 
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It changed parental love to hate; 
His daughter should for wedlock wait 
Till Muscoso with Ortez came 
And stake and flame their victim claim; 
Till then the maid should bide in tent 
In solitary banishment. 

"But honor had as firm a rest 
In savage as Castilian breast; 
Mucoso failed not to defend 
The captive soldier as his friend. 
The Indian maiden drooped and died; 
Hope, love, lay shattered, side by side, 
A sacrifice to human need; 
But honor crowned the noble deed. 

"O, can you find on Clio's page. 

In civilized or savage age 

A nobler deed than this, wherein 

The crown of sacrifice to win? 

Search in prose or search in rhyme 

Adown the corridors of Time; 

At ruined shrines; on papyrus rolls. 

On ancient hieroglyphic scrolls; 

"On splint and monolith; on walls 
Unearthed from fathoms deep; in halls 
Of wondrous Jap; or where the world 
Its latest knowledge has unfurled; 
At college shrines — and find it not! 
And yet, no temple marks the spot, 
Save that which will forever start 
Age after age, in human heart. 

"O, friendship! Wondrous and divme. 

On savage, as on Saxon shrine; 

O, honor! true when put to test 

In savage or Castilian breast, 

Time's shore no Pharos shows, whose light 

Shines brighter through the human night; 

It rises, luminous, on high. 

And, God-like, reaches to the sky. 

"I would the minstrel's skill were mine 
To make this legend, line by line. 
Illume the page on which it stands, 
A pearl, found in Floridian sands. 
Savage and Spaniard disappear; 
The nobler Saxon race is here; 
Yet nothing nobler time can show 
Than this ballade of long ago." 



OFFICIAL STATE SONG 

Rendered at Memorial to William D. Bloxham, July 9, 1935 
STATE OF FLORIDA 
Legislative Department 
Tallahassee 

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS 
By Mr. Robineau of Dade— 
House Concurrent Resolution No. 22: 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the House of Representatives of the| 
State of Florida, the Senate concurring: 

THAT, from and after the adoption of this amendment the| 
official song of the State of Florida, to be sung in the schools 
and at all other public or official gatherings, shall be "The|! 
S'wanee River (Old Folks at Home"), written by Stephen 
Foster and entered according to an Act of Congress by Firth 
Pond & Co. in 1851, in the Clerk's office of the District Court, 
of the Southern District of New York, 

The following is the song: 3 
1ST VERSE -; 
'Way down upon de S'wanee ribber, 
Far, far away, f. 
Dere's wha my heart is turning ebber, t 
Dere's wha de old folks stay. '[ 
All up and down de whole creation. 
Sadly I roam. 

Still longing for de old plantation. 
And for de old folks at home. 

CHORUS 

All de world am sad and dreary, .r 
Eb'ry where I roam, j' 
Oh! darkeys how my heart grows weary. 
Far from de old folks at home. , 

2ND VERSE ■' 

All round de little farm I wandered ? 

When I was young, ■ 

Den many happy days I squandered ■ 

Many de songs I sung, o 

When I was playing wid my brudder y 

Happy was I. =i 

Oh! take me to my kind old mudder, i 
Dere let me live and die. 



3RD VERSE -f 
One little hut among de bushes, 
One dat I love, 

Still sadly to my mem'ry rushes, 

No matter where I rove. 

When will I see de bees a humming 

All round de comb? 

When will I hear de banjo tumming 

Down in my good old home. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that House Concurrent Reso- 
lution No. 24, the Laws of Florida, Acts of 1913, be and the ,; 
same is hereby repealed. 
Adopted by the House of Representatives, May 22, 1935. 
Adopted by the Senate, May 23, 1935. 

After adoption first sung with band music at the Centennial 
anniversary of the birth of W. D. Bloxham, July 9, 1935. 



PERTINENT HISTORICAL DATA 



The first gubernatorial term of Governor Bloxham was 1881 
to 1885. The only person now living who was connected with 
the Executive Department of the State during that period is 
Hon. Wm. M. Mcintosh, who was then Assistant Chief Clerk 
in the Comptroller's office. There is now no living member of 
the Cabinet or of the Judiciary Department of that period. 
Perhaps the only living members of the Legislative Depart- 
ment during that period are C. Bevill of Sumter county and 
Henry L. Grady of Franklin county, who were members of the 
House of Representatives, and John E. Proctor, colored, who 
was State Senator from Leon county in the sessions of 1883- 
1885. The latter is a citizen of Leon county and was a mem- 
ber of the Florida House of Representatives in 1873 and 1879. 



W. H. Chandler, colored, who was a member of the State Sen-/ 
ate, 1881-1885, and a member of the Constitutional Conven- ij 
tion of 1885 from Marion county, is reported to be now living! 
in Chicago, Illinois. John Hawkins, the colored janitor of the; 
Capitol for fifty years, from 1882 to 1932, is still a citizen of , 
Tallahassee. 

The United States Senators during the years 1881 to 1885 t 
were Charles W. Jones of Pensacola and Wilkinson Call of] 
Jacksonville. The Congi-essmen were R. H. M. Davidson from J 
the First Congressional District and Horatio Bisbee, succeededj 
by J. J. Pinley, from the Second Congressional District. 

Governor Bloxham's second term as Governor was 1897-1901. 
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Judge Francis B. Carter of^ens.c^^^^^nt^^^ Se^Supmne 
. Solham, is the only survnmr of the m^m^^^^^^^ 
icourt of that time, and Judge member of the Circuit 

^Governor Mitchell, is °f ^£^1^. Sett of Jacksonville 
Court of that P^^od Judge J^n^- ^^^^ ^^^^^^ for d^. 
was appointed Judge ° . ^^^^ ^^'"^^e sui-vivor of Gov- 
val county by durinf his seco term is James B. 

ernor Bloxham's Cabinet during nis ^ ^ j^- ott, 

Whitfield who was then State JJ^ajir^r ^ ^^^^^^ and Hon. 
now State Treasurer, was then Acting secretary and Treas- 
Wm. M. Mcintosh, now ^'etired^as tn^n ^^^^^ 
urer of the State Internal I'^P^Xr^easurer's office was 
Barnes now Chief Clerk in the Sta^e iie ^^^.^^ ^^^^^g 

aSstant to the Ch^^f Jl^^^ "'^^SnS term, 1897-1901. 
Governor Bloxham's second gubern ^^^i^tant Secre- 

Dr. James H. ^^^'^^^^^'^"LfvS General David Lang be - 
tnrv to Governor Bloxham, 189' L A Perkins, Mar- 

,S7the secretary t" .S'St, was%^is.a.>t Ad iutant- 
shal of the Florida supieme^"" Governor Bloxham m 1891. 
General on a'<'^^Mm St^t^^°^-'^^^i„,t^, Georgia, J^Jf 

S-S.eS'pflSEfi|--S..fM^^^^ 
■KoSrs^rHotSrS. Oovirnor Bloxham's seeond ad- 

"'^Lr now llvln. Who .ere mem.^ 

=!S'"fia?sr«»«^^ 

Hon. Prank Adams, H?n_ Tnomas ^j^Q^ig those now 

Hon J A. Hendley and Hon^ C. t . ^^'"S, of Representa- 
who were then members the .^use o ^^^^^^^ ^ 
Sbut not now members, are J. M- Lamar^^^^^^_ ^ 
,C. Rouse TX R^Cox, J. H. Harvell,^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^ j. d. 
Keown, J- R- wiuit>, u- ^ 

wmis M. Ban, edjto, in *.er^^^^^^^^ 
'^n'dr ?o^ »r.n"~^^^^^^ tire general welfare o, the 
people of Florida. 

STATE OFFICERS 1881-1885 
Governor: William D. Bloxham 

Lieutenant Governor: W- ^ ^ Niblack, J. G. Speer 

""""Z^TsL.. John L. Crawford 
Attorney General: George P. Raney 
comptroller: W. D. Barr^s 

State Treasurer: ^,„,„tion. e. K. Poster, A. J. 

superintendent of Public Instruction. 

^""'"'^^ • • ..r of Lands and Immigration: Hugh A. Corley. 

Commissioner ot J-.anus 
P w White 

Adjutant General: ^^^^J^f^ J^^c^l. John A. Henderson, 
State Attorney, Second Circuit. 

^ISefinSnrt oTthe State Hospital: Dr. James H. Ran- 
't'cretary to the Governor: Ormond Chair^^ 
Assistant ^--f^^.^^^J^^ ^r^bcock 
Se'ko^'the HoL^^^^^^^^ Wm. Forsyth Bynum 

State Printer: N M. Bowen ^^.^^. ^ ^ Robinson 
commissioner of Bureau oi lum^ immigration: R. C. 
Assistant Commissioner of Bureau 
Long 

STATE OFFICERS 1897-1901 

Governor: WiUiani p,ank Adams 

president of the Senate. C. J- l^^"" ' ^ Rob- 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. D. H. May 
ert McNamee 



Secretary of State: John L. Crawford 
Attorney General: Wilham B. Lamar 

comptroller: ^m^^^ ^J^^^^f j B.Whitfield 
State Ti-easurer: C. B. oomns, j. .i^- chpats 
superintendent of Public Instruction: W^^^^heats 
Commisioner of Agriculture: L. B. Wombwell 
Adjutant General: Patrick Houstoun 
State Attorney. Second Circuit: ^^or.ej^^ ^^l^^r 
State Health Officer: Dr. Joseph Y. Portei 
State Chemist: W. A. Rawls 
Acting State Auditor: W. V. Knott 

secretary to the Governor: ^e^^^-^^^^^^^^ Randolph 
Assistant Secretary to the Governor 
secretary of the Senate: T, J ^^^f^^^ ^ 

Clerk of the House of ^^^f S^S^,!^^^^^ ^nd 
secretary and Treasurer of the Internal impiov 

"S.p"rin~of the State Hospital : J^W^ — 
?h?ef Physician, State Hospital ^ Dr^U D. Bl^^^^^^^ 
Railroad Commissioners: R. H. M. Davidson, 
"?eTreti?To Railroad Commission: John I.. Neeley 
FLORIDA SUPREME COURT 1881-1885 
Chief Justice: Edwin M Randall y^lkenburgh 
Justices: James D. Westcott, 
aerk of the court: Charles H. Foster 
Sheriff: Alexander Moseley 

FLORIDA SUPREME COURT 1897-1901 

Chief Justice: R. Fenwick Tajlor 

A/Tiitnn H Mabry, Francis B. carter 
Justices: Milton H. Mao ^ ^^^^^^ 

Clerk and Librarian: J. B^ ^hitf^ld IJ^^- 
Assistant Librarian: Reuben S. Williams. 
Sheriff: John A. Pearce 

FLORIDA CIRCUIT JUDGES 1881-1885 
Judge First Judicial Circuit: A. E- Maxwell^ 

Judge second J^^--^ .^^^^7* L J Vann 
Tudee Third Judicial Circuit: E. J. Vann 
fud : Fourth Judicial ^i-it: Jamj B^^^^^^ 
Judge Fifth Judicial Circuit . J^ B_ Dawkm . T 
Judge Sixth Judicial Circuit: H.L. Mitchell 

Judge Third Judicial Circuit: John F. White 

Judge Sixth Judicial C rcu t. « g^oome, Minor S. 

Judge seventh Judicial Cncuit. J. ^ 

GOVERNOR BLOXHAM'S MILITARY STAFF 

1897-1901 . 
Major aeneral Pa.rl* Houstoun, Adjutant Oenera, 
Chief of Staff. r-pnpvnl Jacksonville, Pla- 

Sre'l rrP=ps"«r.— ^oeneral. Marlanna. 

Jack- 



Pla 



coionei rLa...r. r-. 

^colonel Samuel T. Shaylor, Judge-Advocate General, Jack 
"crnefL A. Perkins, Assistant Adjutant General, Tallahas- 
"lio^nel Raymond Cay. Assistant Adjutant General, Talla^ 
hassee. Fla. rvpneral Tampa, Fla. 

Fla. 



July 9, 1935 



BLOXHAM MEMORIAL SERVICES 



2 



GOVERNOR BLOXHAM'S PERSONAL STAFF 
Colonel Thomas V. Kessler, Pensacola, Fla. 
Colonel Franklin Q. Brown, Tampa, Fla. 
Colonel W. W. Flournoy, Lake City, Fla. 
Captain H. P. Baya, Aide-de-Camp, Lake City, Fla. 
Captain Glover Miller, Acting Aide-de-Camp, Ocala, Fla. 
Captain N, H. Harrison, Acting Aide-de-Camp, Lake City, 
Fla. 

A roster of Captain W. D. Bloxham's Company C, Fifth 
Florida Infantry, appears on another page. 

In 1876 the Presidential candidates were Samuel J. Tilden, 
Democrat, of New York, and Rutherford B. Hayes, Republican, 
of Ohio. In Florida the gubernatorial candidates were George 
F. Drew. Democrat, of Madison county, and M. L. Stearns, Re- 
publican, of Gadsden county. Drew was elected and inaugu- 
rated as Governor on Tuesday, Janui-y 2, 1877. Hayes suc- 
ceeded U. S. Grant as President, March 4, 1877. 

The campaign in Florida for the Democratic candidates 
was conducted by the Democratic State Executive committee 
consisting of five members, viz: Samuel Pasco, chairman; W. 
D. Bloxham, James M. Baker, George P. Raney, and Dr. James 
H. Paine. Major Robert Gamble was secretary of the commit- 
tee. Governor Bloxham was then also a member of the Demo- 
cratic Executive committee of Leon county. The chairman 
was then Dr. Arthur L. Randolph, and the secretary was 
Major Robert Gamble. 

The only survivor of either committee is Dr. James H. 
Paine, now in his ninety-seventh year, and an honored citi- 
zen of Florida, residing at 344 Grove Street, St. Petersburg. 
He sends an eloquent personal tribute to Governor Bloxham 
which is included with others in the printed proceedings of 
this meeting. 

In January, 1881, Governor Bloxham appointed Hon. John 
L. Crawford, then a State Senator, to be Secretary of State, 
which office he filled until his death in January, 1902. Gov- 
ernor Jennings then appointed as Secretary of State, Hon. H. 
Clay Crawford, who continued in office imtil his death, Sep- 
tember 21, 1929. 

In 1890 W. D. Barnes resigned as State Comptroller to be 
Judge of the First Judicial Circuit, and W. D, Bloxham was 
appointed by Governor Fleming as State Comptroller. He 
served as Comptroller nearly seven years, imtil his inaugura- 
tion in January, 1897, for the second time as Governor, being 
succeeded by W. H. Reynolds, who in 1896 was elected Comp- 
troller and served in Governor Bloxham's second Cabinet. W. 
H. Reynolds died in July, 1901, while Comptroller in Governor 
Jennings' Cabinet, and was succeeded by A. C. Croom who was 
State Comptroller imtil his death in 1912. His successor was 
the present State Treasurer, Hon. W. V. Knott. 

The following Railroad Commissioners were appointed by 
Governor Bloxham under Chapter 4549, Acts of 1897: R. H. M. 
Davidson, John M. Bryan, Henry E. Day. John L. Neeley was 
appointed Secretary to the Commission. 

NOTE: — The first Railroad Commissioners in Florida were 
appointed under Chapter 3746, Acts of 1887, by Governor E. 
A. Perry, viz: George G. McWhorter, E. J. Vann, and Wilham 
Himes. The statute was repealed by Chapter 4068, Acts of 1891. 

When the third term of Hon. Wilkinson Call as United 
States Senator from Florida expired in March, 1897, Governor 
Bloxham appointed Col. John A. Henderson United States 
Senator ad interim. In May, 1897, Hon. Stephen R. Mallory, 
Jr., was elected United States Senator from Florida for the 
term ending March 3, 1903. At that time the United States 
Senators were elected by the Legislatures of the several States. 
The terms of elected United States Senators expired March 3, 
(now January 3). The Florida Legislature convened in April. 
For this reason ad interim appointments were made. In March, 
1899, Governor Bloxham appointed Hon. Samuel Pasco as 
United States Senator ad interim to succeed himself after 
serving two terms a887-1899) in the United States Senate. 
During the session of 1899, Hon. James P. Taliaferro was 
elected United States Senator from Florida; he was re-elected 
for six years in 1905. 

Judge E. C. Love, who delivered the address at the Memorial 
exercises in memory of Governor Bloxham. has for more than 
twenty years been the Judge of the Second Judicial Circuit of 



Florida. Prior to that he was United States Attorney for the 
Northern District of Florida by appointment from President 
Wilson. 

Judge Love's father, Hon. E. C. Love, Sr., a prominent an 
much beloved citizen of Gadsden county was appointed State 
Attorney of the Second Judicial Circuit of Florida by Gov- 
ernor Bloxham in 1883, and most ably and acceptably filled 
that important office until his death in 1891. He had been 
County Judge of Gadsden county, a member of the Legislature 
and of the Convention of 1861 and of the Convention of 18851 
which latter framed the present Constitution of the State, and 
he was one of Florida's most valued citizens. 

When W. D. Bloxham was a member of the Florida House 
of Representatives in November, 1861, and later when he was 
Secretary of State, Comptroller and Governor, the Capitol 
building was about one-third its present size. Dunng 
that time the second floor of the building consisted of four' 
rooms to the north of the center hall, and two office room^ 
and the Supreme court room to the south of the center halll 
On the third floor, the hall of the House of Representative^ 
occupied all the space over the four north rooms on the sec 
ond floor. Two office rooms and the Senate Chamber occu 
pied the south half of the third floor. The ground floor room_ 
were used by the State land officials, the Adjutant-General 
and for other State purposes including the office of the firs 
Railroad Commission created in 1887. 

The Governor's office was in the northwest corner on th 
second floor. Opposite, across the hall from the Governor' 
office, was the office of the Secretary of State. The Comp 
troller's office was on the east, and the Treasurer's office o" 
the west of the hall extending north from the center of th 
building on the second floor. South of the center hall wa;s th 
Attorney-General's office on the right or west, and the Su 
preme Court Consultation room on the left. The Suprem 
Court room extended across the entire south end of the sec 
ond floor, under the Senate Chamber. 

In 1902, during Governor Jennings' administration, the pres 
ent north and south extensions to the original building wer 
added. In 1922, during Governor Hardee's administration, th 
present east and west extensions were made. 

The Governor's offices are now in the southwest corner o 
quarter of the second floor of the building, with the offices o 
the Secretary of State opposite. The Comptroller's offices ar 
now in the east and north parts of the building on the firs 
and second floors. The Ti-easurer's offices are in the north 
west quarter of the building on the first and second floor 
The offices of the Attorney-General an dthe Superintenden 
of Public Instruction are on the second floor of the west ex 
tension. The offices of the Commissioner of Agriculture ar 
on the south side of the first and second floors of the east ex 
tension. The State Library is on the south side of the firs 
floor of the west extension. 

The House of Representatives occupies the third floor of th 
west extension, the Senate Chamber being on the third floo 
of the east extension. Legislative offices occupy the othe 
portions of the third floor of the building. When the Legis 
lature is not in its biennial session, the third floor of the capi 
tol building is used by various State boards and officers, wh 
have to occupy rented quarters during the Legislative session 

The Supreme Court and the Railroad Commission now oc, 
cupy a separate building, constructed in 1914 on Jackso 
Square southwest of the capitol. 

The Adjutant-General's department is now located at S 
Augustine in quarters loaned to the State for military purpos 
by the United States. General Vivian Collins, AdJutant-Gei 
eral of Florida, has charge of the Military Department, tl 
Governor being Commander-in-Chief. (Sees. 4 and 16, Art. T 
Constitution) . 

When W. D. Bloxham was Governor, 1881-1885 and 189' 
19C1, there was no Governor's Mansion in Florida. Govern 
Bloxham lived in his own home at four hundred ten Nort 
Calhoun street, which he acquired in 1881 after removing fro 
his plantation home three miles west of Tallahassee, where 
had lived for many years. 

The present Executive Mansion on North Adams street w 
erected during Governor Napoleon B. Broward's term, and 
was the first occupant. To the north of the Mansion is t 
stately home built and occupied by Territorial Governor Ric 
ard K. Call. 
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WIIAIAM DUNNINGTON BLOXHAM 
A Paper Read by 

J. B, WHITPIEUD 

before . 
The Tallahassee Historical Society, April, 1934. 



J. lie iOHic**'"''- 

The name of Bloxham wMc^h occ^^^^^ 
nence in the history of ^1°"^^' "^fg^ional circles in England 
well-known in educational and P^°^^f '""j^jiy in this country, 
before the first representative of Jam^^^^ Alexandria, Vir- 
Governor Bloxham s g/andfather, settled a ^^^^^^ 

ginia, towards the l^^^^'P^i^e °Vned Prominence and wealth 
Enterprising business man l^'pfV' ^portance commercially, 
as a large shiP -owner andean ot ^P^^ active part and 

country of his adoption. sterling auali- 

His son, W^^^^J^f^'lSVy o^Pto^^^ in 1825, and by en- 
ties emigrated to the Teuitoiy oi landed estate m 
ergy and business ^^^^"^^ who was Miss Martha 
Leon county. He ^^d his young w ^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^ ^1 
WiUams of Georgia a relative o^ ^.^ plantation m the 
^^Tr^paifoTTh • "u\%*S^ and a half miles north- 
eastern part ui *i „ . 
east of Chaires Station i ^.^^^ Capi- 
At that place, almost ^it^in signi^ Governor and states- 
tal of Florida, on July 9, 1^2,,' ^^^ir Vas born. Indian hostil- 
nmn William Dunnington Bloxham, w^s born ^^^^^^^^ 
'S'were a constant menace to the eariyw ^ 
neShtaorhood of the Bloxham horae^ 2 ine ^^^.^^^ ^ 
*3 family, who suffered a fatal attacK i ^^^^ ^^^^ 
ll£uv!a only a few -il^s awa^ and^t^s^ %^^^l<iv^^PlS- 
Shr t^o^SfedTy^a Jhim to a place of safety when their 
home and lives were in danger^ ..^^^^ ^^^^^^^ 
While a youth, W. D. Bloxham g^J^^^^^ iiis native coun- 
and at such schools as were then affordea ^^^^^^^ 
ty; and he is said ^ have attended P^ indulged with com- 
LaGrange, Georgia, .^^^^^''^ting and other hardy sports then 
panions and neighbors m hunting anu o communities. His 
L universal ^ [ma^^^^^^^^ made 
manly, generous disposition a ^^^^ 

Mm a favorite among "'"^ ^^^^ges of education, and m 
His father appreciated the advantag ^^^^^ 

the absence of son ^o Williamsburg in his own 

sent his studious and talentea son renowned College of 

native State of Virgmia. jhere at the r ^ 
WilUam and Mary, William u ""f lived m the 

Sculated in 1853. D"""|,iSm he afterwards frequently re- 
home of Mrs. Maupm to whom ne ^^^^ ^ 
ferred as being a most ^SY^naoie v graduated July 4, 
Mter two years of <Wigent agcation^^ ^ engrossing 
1855, receiving the degre of Bacneior ^^^^ ^ 
qual ties as a profound ^h^f^f .^^'Jnencement exercises he was 
ognized at college and ^t ^he commenoe ^^.^^^.^ p^.^^ 
II the roll Of speakers his^ubo^^^^^^^^^^ i„ Europe as 

Government in Europe. ivi ^ 

a young roan. ^ ^ 

— "T^^^TTv^ant field on the site of the Blox- 

*2Later most of t^^l-^^'e^'gettled in the Everglades, thus 

fnaS^StSfm^^^^^ Xndians. 

*3Green H. Chaires whose wue t- 
SdfSr^of Mrl. Sn B^n^^and Mrs. John Earle Perk- 

^-.r^rrerSat. Slaughter 0, 00^^^^^^^ 
wife, Mary Lewis, of Virginia and grea^ niece _ ^.^^^ 

irieton man-ied July H. 182b. ai ^ Napoleon's mar- 
AchiUe Murat, son of Joachim Murat, (one of Nap ^^^^^^ 

' shals and king of SanLte S n^ Murat died April 18, 
sister of Napoleon Bonaparte, t^m 

''V^e lines extends f^- t^^ .-"J^thT^ 

hoochee and Fhnt rjvers to t^^^^^^ S^e Appendix for 

Ellicott's Mound in the OkeienoKee ow 

the history of the controversy. Page -2b election of 

* 'eunder the constitution of JSSS^^the J ^^^^ 
members of the legislature nn<^f . ^^^^ i oio 
j {Tern on the first Monday in October^ 1862^ ^ ^ ^^^^ 

*7The other members from Leon county w 



+„^r. -Pinrida his health was not vigorous, and 
Upon his return to Florida nis jic engaged in the out- 

he did not begin the practice of law but enga|,^ plantations, 
door vocation of farming on one oi October 28. 

His mother died during the next yeai ISf bK ^^^^^ ^^^.^^ 
1856, he married Miss Mary C Davis ^ ^ 

Lynchburg, Virgmia, ^nd later of Flonda ana ^^^^^^^ 

bride to a" Tallahas." 
joining that of "^"icess murdu, ^^^^ ^ 

see. Little remains of the house, out. ^ home of 

order of Elks in ^^^f^^^^ ^ ^is time and talents 

For several years ^i- Bloxham appae^^ ^^.^ constant 

in managing and improving h^ estate ano.^ ^j^^ 
desire, in doing kindly acts for friends^^^^^^ ^^^^.^ 
while taking a deep ^"teiej and an actw^^^ ^^^^^^ 
questions of the day. H s genial ^rsor^ y eloquence and 
?„VL^'^eK,'SrSer'rr?"fn' demand then .nd 

a subject of seriou^ ^'Snce in Tts amicable settlement 
States. Mr. Bloxham s influence in iis^ whitner, Jr.. repre- 
by a line surveyed in 1859 5 . ^oL ^ r Georgia, gave him 
senting. Florida and G. J On represenu ^g^^^ throughout the 
a prominence m State aiiaus li^'"''' 

years of his long and ^eful life. ^^^^^ 
Florida seceded from he U^^^^^^Sam was elected* 6 to the 
in 1861 at a special electmn, Mr- B^^f^^Jortant session of 
legislature from If on J^oun^^^ Galbrafth. *7 who, while 

November, 1861, to succeea legislature elected 

speaker of the House '8 had be^n by t ^^^^^^..^^ years 
Attorney-General of ^he State^ ^noug legislative pro- 

of aee Mr Bloxham took a ^eaaing p^^^ ^ ^ j 

ceedfngsTand it was Jj^rs ^elec^^^^^^^ 
Gadsden county "f/^^^^fl select committee of five 

braith's place. As ohairman oi speaker, Mr. Bloxham 

members on printing appointed by tne ^^^^.^^^ j 

reported a contract made with Messr^. uy ^^^^^^ 

5.?mSS5^onSlaSind^^^^^^^^^ the Committee on 

"Zrr.tr Of Leon comity C^k of the House, and 
W M. Mcintosh, Sr., was Enrolling Clerk. 



M. Mclntosn, &r., wao ^.x.— 
under his leadei.hip in the House g^^^^^^^^^^^ 
P. B. Brokaw in the Senate tne leg^ Florida, on 

Gwynn*9 of Leon county. State Compn cue ^ the 

entering the Confederacy was ^nU^f^^^^^^n active partici- 
Confederate Congress ^I^^,^_'„3^S Se James M. Baker and 
pant in the important selections oi Juag ^ ^^^.^^ 

Hon. A. E. Maxwell who-^^^^^^^ states Senators, and 

wis later killed in battle at Gettysburg, July 
g?l ^.i^rrsVe^'^atS^f M^^^^^^^^ C. Williams and 

SMFHiiiSSdiS*" 

northeast of the present supreme oou ^^^^ 

1865, later moving to Texas Treasurer in Gov- 

^'"/uother pro»l„e„. ..orld..»r^^^^^^^ 

Contederate States Senator ''"' °^;Jx»i>- C. Dawklns. M 

ton. M. S. perry J. B. ^'"if'oll, W G M- D""- T- 

"•'l.^a^ef r^TS'^ud^e ot the Su,.».ee Cir- 
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BLOXHAM MEMORIAL SERVICES 



In April, 1862, upon the organization of Company C of the 
Fifth Florida Infantry in response to the call to arms, William 
D. Bloxham was chosen Captain, Council A. Bryan tjeing First 
Lieutenant and Matthew Lively, Second Lieutenant. Though 
poor health compelled him to relinquish the Captaincy, Coim- 
cil A. Bryan succeeding him in that capacity and Matthew 
Lively becoming First Lieutenant, W. D. Bloxham served du- 
ring the entire war under Col. Geo. W. Scott of Leon county. 
It is interesting to note that Colonel Scott was, later the 
founder of Agnes Scott College at Decatur, Georgia. 

At the close of the Civil War, Captain Bloxham returned to 
his farming interests.* 1 Engaging in cotton planting, he gave 
employment to many who had served him prior to the Eman- 
cipation, maintained a school for children of the negro labor- 
ers on his own and neighboring plantations, and aided those 
who were more impoverished than himself by the four years of 
war. His kindly disposition as an employer and his generous 
assistance in distress made him highly esteemed by all who 
knew him. 

Tlie Republicans nominated Samuel T. Day, while the Dem- 
ocrats selected W. D. Bloxham as their candidate, he being re- 
garded as the most popular Democrat in the State. A vigor- 
ous campaign was made before the election, November 8, 
1870. The result was to be announced by the State Canvass- 
ing Board, which, under the law,* 6 consisted of three mem- 
bers of the Governor's Cabinet, viz: two Republicans, J. C. 
Gibbs (col.), Secretary of State, and Sherman Conant, Attor- 
ney-General, and one Democrat, Col. R. H. Gamble, Comp- 
troller. 

In those days, for lack of good roads and transportation fa- 
cilities, it required weeks to get the election returns from 
some of the counties in the extreme southern portion of the 

Though occupied in farming. Captain Bloxham maintained 
a keen interest in political affairs in the State, and because of 
his ability as an orator, was constantly called upon during the 
turbulent days of Reconstruction to speak in the interests of 
peace and good order. His condemnations of violence and 
pleas for public tranquility were classics of persuasive elo- 
quence, and had great weight with his hearers. 

In 1868 W. D. Bloxham was one of the three Democratic 
candidates for Presidential Electors, the other two being Wilk- 
inson Call of Jacksonville, and G. A. Stanley of Pensacola. 
However, the legislature being composed almost entirely of Re- 
publicans, chose three Republican electors* 2 who cast the vote 
of the State for Grant and Colfax. 

The elections in 1868 under the constitution of that year 
greatly discouraged the conservative and enlightened citizens 
of Florida; and when, in 1870, it became necessary to elect a 
Lieutenant-Governor W. D. Bloxham was chosen to lead the 
responsible people of the State to relief from the misguided 
rule to which they were then subjected. 

At the general election in 1868, Wm. H. Gleason had been 
elected Lieutenant-Governor, but was ineligible because he had 
not been a citizen of the State for three years, as required by 
the constitution of 1868 under which the election was held.*3 
He was ousted from office by quo warranto proceedings in the 
Supreme Court, *4 and under the constitution, another Lieu- 
tenant-Governor had to be chosen at the general election in 
1870, Major E. C. Weeks of Leon county being appointed Lieu- 
tenant-Governor ad interim* 5 by Governor Harrison Reed. 



State. Before all the returns had been received, the Republi 
can majority of the State Canvassing Board undertook to can 
vass the incomplete returns. Circuit Judge P. W. White o 
Quincy granted an injunction restraining the Board from pro 
ceeding until all the returns had been received. Judge White 
was thereupon arrested by a United States Marshal on a 
charge of violating Federal election laws and detained in cus 
tody until the illegal canvass was completed and Day declared 
elected by a majority of 614 votes,*? Col. R. H. Gamble, Comp- 
troller, dissenting. By virtue of this declaration of his election 
as Lieutenant-Governor, the Senate received Mr. Day as its 
presiding officer. 

By the complete returns it was shown that W. D. Bloxham 
had been elected by a majority of 64 votes. *8 This was pre^ 
sented to the Supreme Court in mandamus proceedings, and 
the election of Bloxham was established by the record in the. 
cause.* 9 But before the Court could in due course issue its 
peremptory writ commanding the Board to declare the result, 
of the election as shown by the official returns, the legislature^ 
then in session repealed* 10 the law under which the Board]! 
was acting, and the Court had to dismiss the judicial pro- 
ceedings.* 11 

The result was that though shown to have been elected 
William D. Bloxham was by legislative action deprived of his 
right to the office of Lieutenant-Governor of Florida, to which 
he had been chosen by the voters of the State. This was ac 
complished by the simple expedient of repealmg the statut 
under which the State Canvassing Board acted, thereby leav 
ing no tribunal with authority to announce the true result o 
the election, even under judicial mandate, and rendering th 
Supreme Court powerless to enforce the law and administe 
justice in the case. 

At the same time that W. D. Bloxham was nominated fo 
Lieutenant-Governor, Silas L. Niblack was nominated for Con 
gressman*12 by the Democrats. Like Bloxham, he also w 
elected, yet a certificate of election as Congressman was give 
by the Republican majority of the State Canvassing Board t 
Josiah T. Walls (col.). However, the Repubhcan House o 
Representatives, towards the end of the Session of Congress 
(January 29, 1873) , seated Niblack, a Democrat, after a con 
test, thus doing belated justice to Mr. Niblack, and emphasiz 
ing the injustice to W. D. Bloxham when he was elected Lieu 
tenant-Governor and the office was denied him. 

In 1870, after the death of Princess Murat.*13 Mr. Bloxha 
bought the Murat plantation from the executor of the estate 
Octavus H. Gadsden, and moved his family to the Mura 
home, where they lived for about five years. In 1875 he sol 
the property to Mrs. Dora Hopkins, and the Bloxhams re 
turned to their former home on the adjoining plantation. 

Ever loyal to his native State, Mr. Bloxham strenuously op 
posed all efforts made after the Civil War to cede to the Stat 
of Alabama that part of Florida lying west of the Chatta 
hoochee and Apalachicola rivers.* 14 

Always deeply interested in education, he was one of the 
statutory incorporators of the Florida Agricultural College i 
1870,* 15 and though the personnel was changed when the Ac. 
of Incorporation was amended in 1872,* 16 Mr. Bloxham wa- 
by the Act retained as the first member of the incorporation., 
It was he who, as a member of the Agricultural College Boarc " 
in 1873 effected the sale of public land scrip donated by Con- 



Court prior to the Civil War. A. E. Maxwell had before the 
Civil War been Secretary of State, Attorney-General, Con- 
gressman from Florida, and member of the legislature. They 
were the only Senators from Florida in the Confederate States 
Congress. Both of them were appointed Justices of the Su- 
preme Court by Gov. David S. Walker in Jan. 1866. Judge 
Maxwell resigned and was succeeded in 1866 by Judge Samuel 
J. Douglas of Tallahassee who had been a Judge of the Su- 
perior Court of the Territory of Florida. Later Judge Max- 
well was Circuit Judge in Pensalola, and Judge Baker was 
Circuit Judge in Jacksonville. Judge Maxwell returned to the 
Supreme Court upon being appointed Chief Justice by Govern- 
or Perry, July 1, 1887, to succeed Judge Geo. G. McWhorter, 
Judge Maxwell was also a member of the Constitutional Con- 
vention of 1885. 

*lCaptain Bloxham's father died in 1863. 

*2James D. Green, J. S. White and Robert Meacham (col). 

*3Section 22, Article XIV, Constitution of 1868. 

*4The State of Florida vs. Wm. H. Gleason, 12 Fla. 190. 

"■SWeeks vs. Gamble, 13 Fla. 9. 

"esec. 28, Chap. 1625, Acts of 1868. 



*7The complete vote proved to be: Bloxham 13,462; Dayjl 
Bloxham. 

*3The complete vote proved to be: Bloxham 13,462; Day 
13,398. See 13 Fla. 57. 

*9Mr. Bloxham was represented before the Supreme Cour| 
by Judge Samuel J. Douglas and Hon. R. B. Hilton. 

*10Chap. 1836, Acts of 1871. 

*llBloxham vs. Gibbs, 13 Pla. 55, 57, text 76. 

*12Prior to 1872 Florida had only one Congressman. 

*13Pi-incess Murat died August 6, 1867. Both she and Princ^jjl 
Murat are buried in the Episcopal cemetery, Tallahassee. Thrill 
will of Madame Murat is dated July 11, 1867. It is witnessed 
by R. M. Tydings and James L. Palmer of Waukeenah, JefferH 
son County, Florida. Octavus H. Gadsden was named execui 
tor. 

14*The late Captain C. E. Dyke was one of the Commission^ 
ers from Florida, and opposed the cession of west Florida to 
Alabama. 

*15Chapter 176, Laws of Florida, *16 Chapter 1905, Acts o^ 
1872. 
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?ress, which gave the nucleus of the now substantial Agricul- 
:ural'Pund of the State. Being a fine executive and financier, 
ne contributed largely to the success and usefulness of the 
College which was later made a .part of the University of Flor- 
ida at Gainesville.*! 

In August, 1872, the Democratic State Convention, meeting 
n Jacksonville, unanimously nominated W. D. Bloxham for 
governor. Gen. Robert Bullock was nominated for Lieuten- 
int-Governor. The Republican nomines were O. B. Hart for 
3overnor and M. L. Stearns for Lieutenant-Governor. Josiah 
r Walls, (colored,) and W. J. Purman were the Republican 
candidates for Congressmen. While the Republicans were suc- 
cessful in the election, the vigorous campaign made by the 
Democrats vinder the leadership of Bloxham and Bullock, with 
::;harles W. Jones and Silas L. Niblack, the candidates for 
IJongress, so aroused the people of the State that the Demo- 
crats won a complete victory at the next election in 1876. 

In 1873 at the election of United States Senator by the legis- 
ature W D Bloxham, though a Democrat, received the high- 
;st vote cast for any candidate except S- B. Conover, a Re- 
ijublican, who was elected. 

Tn 1874 W D. Bloxham, with former Governor David S. 
ATalker and others, vigorously supported Col, John A. Hender- 
S as the Democratic candidate for Congress from the First 
District of Florida; however, the Republican candidate. W. J. 
?urman, was elected. 

In 1876 the Democratic State Convention was held m 
-iiTmcv *2 JudRs A. E. Maxwell was unanimously elected 
iSdent of tht convention. The name of George F Di-ew 
01 Governor was presented by James M. Baker of Duval coun- 
V on motion of W. D. Bloxham, Mr. Drew was unanimously 
fomi?at^ foi Governor. Noble A. Hull of Orange county was 
Xed foi Lieutenant-Governor.*3 Mr. Bloxham was ap- 
pointed on the State Executive Committee which conducted 
he notabfe campaign of 1876, the other members of the Com- 
Sftteet^fng Samuel Pasco.*4 chairman, James M. Baker,*5 
Dr jinxes H. Paine, and George P. Raney.*6 Major Robert 
Smbirwa^ secretary of the State Executive Committee. The 
mly surviving member of that committee is Dr. Fame now 
n his ninety-fourth year, an honored and much beloved citi- 
Sn of Florida, residing in St. Petersburg. Referring to Mr 
Sloxham's contribution to Florida's welfare in that critical 
K&r, Dr. Paine *7 writes: 

"I vividly recall his genial personality and persuasive 
eloquence which were material factors in launching that 
memorable movement for the political and financial re- 
demption of Florida. 

"The era during which Governor Bloxham held the 
reins of State government was marked by State-wide ad- 
vancement, and stands out as a red-letter page in Flori- 
da's history." 

As elsewhere in the Union, the political contest in Florida 
luring the summer and early fall of 1876 was strenuous and 
inusually exciting. Mr. Bloxham and others made stirring 
md impressive speeches in all parts of the State. The people 

*lBy the Buckman Bill, enacted as Chapter 5384, Laws of 
Florida, approved by Governor Broward, June 5, 1905. 

*2The Convention was called to order Wednesday, June 7, 
876 by Mr. Pasco, chairman of the State Executive Commit- 
ee. who was made temporary presiding officer until Judge A. 
S. Maxwell was chosen President. 

*3The party candidates for Presidential Electors were James 
C. Yonge, Wilkinson Call, R. B. Hilton and Robert Bullock. 

*4Mr. Pasco was later Presidential Elector (1880.1908) Pres- 
dent of the Constitutional Convention of 1885, Speaker of the 
louse of Representatives, 1887. United States Senator, 1887- 
899 and member of the Panama Canal Commission. 

* 5 Judge Baker hadb een Confederate States Senator, Su- 
preme Court Justice and Circuit Judge, and afterwards was 
(Circuit Judge at Jacksonville. 

■^eMr. Raney had been a member of the House of Repre- 
;entatives from Franklin county and later became Attorney- 
general, Supreme Court Justice, Chief Justice, and member of 
he House of Representatives and Senator from Leon county, 
n 1916 Mr. George P. Raney, Jr., was Chairman of the Senate 
md Democratic State Executive Committee. 

TAmong Dr. Paine 's outstanding services to the State was 
.he great success he attained for Florida as Director-General 
Kf the Sub-Tropical Exposition at Jacksonville in 1888. Pres- 
dent and Mrs. Grover Cleveland attended the Exposition and 
vere shown the courtesies of the occasion by Dr. Paine. The 



were thoroughly in earnest, giving hearty support to the candi- 
dates of their choice.-* 8 It was a party, not a personal contest. 
There was a firm determination to coiTect through the peace- 
ful means of the ballot box the many abuses by governmental 
officials that had existed in the State during the previous 
eight years. Registered voters in the State were more evenly 
divided in their party adherence than at any time since the 
Civil War. 

The result was attained without as much violence and con- 
fusion as might have been anticipated. A large vote was polled 
November 7, 1876, and the returns were slow in arriving at the 
Capital for final tabulation and ascertainment of the result of 
the election of Governor and Lieutenant-Governor, who were 
the only elective State officers '"9 under the constitution of 
1868 in force at that time, all the State and county officials, 
including those who composed the Governor's Cabinet, being 
appointed by the Governor. 

By manipulating the returns made by the election officials 
of the counties, the Republican majority of the State Canvass- 
ing Board again, as in 1870, declared the Republican nominees 
to have been elected. Mr. Drew, the Democratic candidate, 
satisfied of his election as Governor, as shown by the official 
returns, instituted mandamus proceedings in the Supreme 
Court* 10 to require the members of the State Canvassing Board 
to reassemble and to canvass and count the actual vote cast as 
shown by the election returns, and to determine and certify 
who was elected Governor as shown by the returns. 

In due course a peremptory writ* 11 was issued commanding 
the Board to make the canvass and to certify the result as re- 
quired by the writ under the law. It was not definitely known, 
however, until the day of the Inaugural, January 2, 1877, 
whether Drew would be duly sworn in as Governor, the com- 
plete return to the mandate of the Supreme Court, declaring 
the election of Drew by a majority of 195 votes* 12 not being 
filed in the Supreme Court until ten o'clock that morning. 

Upon being officially notified that his election had been duly 
announced, the Governor-elect walked acros the street with 
a few friends from the old City Hotel which stood where Dr. 
H. E. Palmer now lives, and after taking the oath of office ad- 
ministered by Chief Justice E. M. Randall at noon on the East 
Portico of the Capital, Governor Drew delivered his Inaugural 
addres. Thus ended without violence a menacing period in 
Florida's history, and the State entered upon an era of good 
government and great progress. 

W. D. Bloxham was appointed Secretary of State by Gov- 
ernor Drew,* 13 and during the time he occupied that Cabinet 
position, he availed himself of the opportunity to become 
thoroughly acquainted with the condition and needs of the 
State, with the result that he was fully qualified for the po- 
sition that was next offered to him. 

For a list of Florida Territorial and State officers see Ap- 
pendix. 

In 1880 at the Democratic Convention in Gainesville, W. D. 
Bloxham was enthusiastically nominated as the Democratic 



members of the Democratic Executive Committee from Leon 
county in 1876 were: Dr. A. L. Randolph, chairman; H. N. 
Felkel, W. D. Bloxham, Sam J. Fleming, D| Si Walker, Sr., 
Henry Perkins, R. H. Gamble, Alex Moseley. R. C. Parkhill, 
John Maige, Jackson Moody, J. J. WilUams, R. B. Hilton and 
Robert Gamble, secretary. 

*8The Republican candidates for Governor and Lieutenant- 
Governor were M. L. Stearns of Gadsden county, and David 
Montgomery of Madison county. 

*9R. H. M. Davidson and Jesse J. Finley were elected Con- 
gressmen, Judge Finley being seated after a contest against 
H. Bisbee, Jr., a Republican. 

*10Mr. Drew was represented before the Supreme Court by 
R. L. Campbell, R. B. Hilton and Geo. P. Raney. 

■►llDrew vs. State Canvassing Board, 16 Fla. 17. 

*12The vote as finally declared by order of the Supreme 
Court, January 1. 1877, was Geo. F. Drew, 24,179: M. L. 
Stearns, 23,884. See 16 Fla. 17, text 65. Bullock received ap- 
proximately the same vote for Lieutenant-Governor as Blox- 
ham did for Governor. 

*13The other Cabinet officers appointed by Governor Drew 
were: Columbus Drew. Comptroller: George P. Raney, Attor- 
ney-General; Walter Gwynn, Treasurer; Hugh A. C orley. 
Commissioner of Lands and Immigration; William P. Haisley, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction; J. J. Dickison, Adjutant- 
General. 
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candidate for Governor, L. W. Bethel being the party's choice 
for Lieutenant-Governor.*! Resigning as Secretary of State, 
*2 Mr. Bloxham and other prominent speakers made an active 
campaign throughout the State with the result that Bloxham 
and Bethel were elected by a good majority* 3 amid great en- 
thusiasm and rejoicing. 

William D. Bloxham was inaugurated Governor on Tuesday, 
January 4, 1881, the oath of ofice being administered by Cir- 
cuit Judge David S. Walker* 4 at 2 p. m., in the presence of 
the Joint Session of the Legislature* 5 in the Assembly Hall at 
the north end of the Capitol.*6 There were no inaugural pro- 
cesisons in those days, the occasion being marked by the ut- 
most simplicity. In his Inaugural addres Governor Bloxham 
referred to healthy immigration, development of the State's 
varied resources, and education of the rising generation as 
the thre great links in the grand chain of progress upon 
which the State could confidently rely for future growth and 
prosperity, and said: 

"Knowing no sectional lines, and fostering no sectional 
animosities, let our patriotic impulses be as broad as the 
Union itself, and as pure as the inspiration that gave us 
the Divine injunction of peace on earth and good will to- 
ward men." 

Governor Bloxham appointed as his Cabinet, John L. Craw- 
ford, Secretary of State; Geo. P. Raney, Attorney-General; 
W. D. Barnes, Comptroller; H. A. L'Engle, Ti-easurer; E. K. 
Poster,*? Superintendent of Public Instruction; Hugh A. C or- 
ley,*8 Commisioner of Lands and Immigration; and J. E. 
Yonge, Adjutant-General. Ormond Chaires of Tallahassee 
was Private Secretary to the Govern or.* 9 

The legislature convened on the same day that Governor 
Bloxham was inaugurated, (Jan. 4, 1881), and, since this gave 
him no opportunity as Governor to prepare a message on the 
condition and needs of the State, he presented ( Jan. 7, 1881) 
a comprehensive message prepared by his predecessor. Gov- 
ernor Drew. The legislature cooperated heartily with Govern- 
or Bloxham, and at the sessions during his administration 
many laws were passed leading to economy and efficiency in 
government, and to the development of the resources of the 
State. 

As Chief Executive, Governor Bloxham gave his entire time 
to his official duties. It was his view that Executive matters 
should be transacted at the Executive office. He was regular- 
ly at his post of duty and rarely left the capital city while he 
was Governor. He kept fully informed of the operations of all 
the administrative departments and anticipated the needs of 
the people of the State in every possible way. In his opinion, 
official obligations required efficiency, economy and unremit- 
ting daily personal attention to the details of duties, as con- 
templated by Sections 2, 17, and 18, Article XVI, of the Con- 
stitution of Florida. 

Governor Bloxham, realizing the value of the Everglades 

*lThe Republican candidates were S. B. Conover and Wm. 
M. Ledwith. 

+ 2The Rev. F. W. A. Rankin was appointed Secretary of 
State for the remainder of the term, October 1, 1880 to Janu- 
ary, 1881. 

*3The vote for Governor was: Bloxham 28,378; Conover 23,- 
297. 

* 4 Judge Walker had been Senator from Leon county, Reg- 
ister of Public Lands 1849- '59, Justice Supreme Court 1859-65, 
and Governor 1865-68. 

*5L. W. Bethel took the oath of offiec as Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor upon the organization of the legislature at noon on the 
same day, the Lieutenant-Governor being ex-officlo President 
of the Senate. 

*6Since the first Inaugural of Governor Bloxham, each 
Governor has taken the oath of office, administered by the 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, on the East Portico of the 
Capitol, except Governor Gilchrist, who, on account of a heavy 
rain at the Inaugural hour, on January 5, 1909, took the oath 
of office in the Hall of the House of Representatives, then in 
in the north wing of the building. 

'7Hon. E. K. Poster resigned February 1884, and Major A. 
J. Russell of Jacksonville was appointed to succeed him as 
Superintendent of Public Instniction. 

*8Hon. Hugh A. Corley resigned before his term expired, and 



section of south Florida for producing immense quantities o| 
sugar, vegetables and tropical fruits, succeeded in inter estingj 
Mr. Hamilton Disston, a wealthy citizen of Philadelphia, in th| 
project of pioneering in the raising of sugar cane in the vast 
area to the north of the Everglades; and the resulting Disstoif 
purchase of large areas of swamp lands in June, 1881, marketf 
the first substantial development of the fertile lands in th« 
southern portion of peninsular Florida. c 

In his first regular message to the legislature, Januaryj 
1883, *10 Governor Bloxham explained the Disston land sale, rej' 
ferring first to the basic facts that Florida's Internal Improve-! 
ment Act of 1885*11 vested in the Governor and four- other 
State officials, as Trustees of the Internal Improvement PundC 
all the remaining lands of the 500,000 acres gi-anted by conl 
gress to the State for internal improvement when Florida wa| 
admitted to the Union *12 and all the remaining swamp an<J 
overflowed lands gi-anted in 1850*13 for drainage and reclamal 
tion purposes, (the two grants amounting to more than 20,1 
000,000 acres) , and that the statute authorized he Trustees toj 
use these lands to guarantee the interest payments on several 
million dollars of railroad bonds issued under the Act of 1859 
for the construction of certain lines of railroad in the State, j 

Due in part to the sparsely settled country through whicll 
they were built, the railroads were not paying enterprises, and 
after the Civil War they were sold under decrees of the UnitJ 
ed States Courts pursuant to the statute, for non-payment ol 
the sinking fund required to retire the bonds at maturity.* l| 
The effect of this sale was to require the interest payments orf 
the railroad bonds to be made from sales of public lands vest-| 
ed by the State in the Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund. The lands had been made subject to the payment oi 
such interest by the Internal Improvement Act, and the de| 
faulted interest on the bonds through a period of year? 
amounted to much more than the then forced sale value of al? 
the trustee lands which were to be sold under decrees of th( 
Courts. 

In this situation the only possible hope for saving a part of 
the lands and having all of them reclaimed by drainage ai 
contemplated by the statutes, was to sell some of them for a 
fair cash price and pay the amounts adjudged by decrees ren4^ 
dered by the United States Courts which were a prior lien onj 
all the lands. i 

Accordingly, in June, 1881, Governor Bloxham and his co4 
trustees. Comptroller W. D. Barnes, Treasurer H. A. L'Engle 
Attorney-General Geo. P. Raney. and Commissioner of Lands 
and Immigration Hugh A. Corley, by the authority vested in 
them, sold to Mr. Disotn 4,000,000 acres of the swamp and| 
overflowed lands for $1,000,000.00 with which the judgment^ 
were paid and the lands released.* 15 This was the beginninMj 
of the real development of Florida. Since then the populatioq 
and taxable values of the State have multiplied and are stilli 
growing. 

Reference was made in the Governor's message to the effiJ 
cient service of Hon. Walter Gwynn in selecting lands for thej 

Judge P. W. White of Quincy vias appointed Commissioner oiij 
Lands and Immigration. 

*9The county officers for Leon county appointed by Gov- 
ernor Bloxham in 1881 were: County Judge, Wm. P. Byrd;|j 
Clerk Circuit Court, Council A. Bryan; Sheriff, Alexandeil! 
Moseley; Tax Asessor, Geo. A. Croom; Tax Collector, Chas. C| 
Pearce; County Tieasurer, J. L. Demilly; Supt. of Schools^ 
Henry N. Felkel; County Surveyor, W. T. Bannerman; Count5^i 
Commissioners, John Bradford, J. L. Taylor, W. R. Wilson, 
John McDougall, John Maige. jl 

*10Appendix to Senate Jom-nal, 1833, p. 77. 

*llChapter 610, Laws approved by Gov. Jas. E. Broome, Janr 
6, 1855. ! 

*12By an Act of Congi'ess in 1841 which became effective foij, 
Florida upon its admission to the Union, March 3, 1845. h 

*13By an Act of Congi-ess approved Sept. 29, 1850. 1 

»14Senate Journal 1897, p. 1336. 

*15After 1880 the legislature granted to railroad and othea 
companies, to aid in railroad and canal construction, mord 
acreage of swamp and overflowed lands than the State owned; 
but during Governor Jennings' administration, 1901-'5, moral 
than a million acres were regained in compromise settlements! 
and active drainage operations in the Everglades were beguri| 
during Governor's Broward's administration, 1905-9. The Trus-il 
tees still own more than a half million acres of land in thai 
Everglades, but they are subject to drainage expenses. 1| 
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"My distinguished predecessor in office, conforming to 
a usage which seems in every respect appropriate, has pre- 
pared an able and comprehensive message to you, which, 
with the accompanying reports from the several adminis- 
trative departments, I with pleasure transmit and com- 
mend to your careful consideration. The unparalleled im- 
provement and progress in our State, as shown by these . 
communications are exceedingly gratifying." 

In this mesage to the legislature at the close of his admin- 
istration, Governor Bloxham said: 

"Florida's growth in the last four years must be a source 
of profound gratification to every lover of the State. The 
release of our Internal Improvement Fund from threat- 
ened bankruptcy and ruin, not only largely augmented 
our taxable resources, by placing a large amount of lands 
upon the tax books, but added an immense impetus to rail- 
road building, thus inviting immigration and capital — all 
tending to the deevlopment of the State — and has about 
doubled our taxable resources in that period. The tax- 
able values for 1880 and several years prior averaged about 
thirty-one millions of dollars. Since 1880 these values have 
swollen, until in 1884 they show an assessment of over 
sixty millions of dollars.*! No other State in the Union, 
that I am aware of, has doubled her resources in the last 
four years. Florida stands alone in such an unprecedent- 
ed growth." 

The last Governor to be elected under the constitution of 
1868, which made the Cabinet officers appointive. Governor 
Perry re-appointed Gen. W. D. Barnes, Comptroller, Dr. J. L. 
Crawford, Secretary of State, and Maj. A. J. Russell Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction. Col. David Lang was appoint- 
ed Adjutant-General, C. M. Cooper Attorney-General, E. S. 
Crill Treasurer, and L. B. Womb well Secretary to the Gov- 
ernor. 

In January, 1885, Chief Justice E. M. Randall resigned, and 
Governor Ferry appointed Hon. Geo. G. McWhorter to suc- 
ceed him. At the same time Judge J. D. Westcott resigned, 
and Hon. Geo. P. Raney was appointed in his place. In 1887 
Judge A. E. Maxwell was appointed to succeed Judge Mc- 
Whorter who resigned to become chairman of the newly cre- 
ated Railroad Commission. The other Railroad Commission- 
ers appointed in 1887 were Judge E. J. Vann and Hon. Wm. 
Himes. This Railroad Commission was abolished in 1891, and 
there was none until a new Commission was established in 
1897. 

Note: Madison S. PeiTy was Governor of Florida 1857-61. 
He lived in Alachua county. 

When Governor Bloxham was inaugurated in 1881, he was 
still living on his plantation, but soon afterward moved into 
Tallahassee, and, as there was no Governor's Mansion in those 
days, he and his family at first occupied the residence of Mr. 
Matthew Lively, subsequently the home of Mr. T. B. Byrd, 
which stood on the site of the Caroline Brevard School. Later 
in the same year (December 30, 1881) , the Governor bought 
the David C. Wilson residence on North Calhoim street* 2 
where he lived until his death. The Bloxham home of cul- 
ture, refinement and delightful hospitality was a center of so- 
cial life in the Capital. Mrs. Bloxham 's niece. Miss Blanche 
Blake, was an attractive and highly esteemed member of the 
household. 

Mrs. Bloxham was her husband's constant helpmeet all 
through his public life, passing away on March 2, 1904. Ever 
interested in social and religious activities, as well as devoted 
to her home and family, her lofty Christian character and 
cordial friendliness made her life an example and inspiration 
to all who knew her. The pulpit in St. Johns Episcopal 
Church, of which both were members, was given by the Gov- 
ernor as a memorial to her. 

Governor Bloxham was one of the few Ploridians who have 
been tendered an appointment as minister to a foreign coun- 



*lThe taxable values in the State now far exceed five hun- 
dred million dollars. 

*2The ded to the Bloxham home on North Calhoun street, 
covering Lots 93 and 94, north addition, was executed to Mary 
C. Bloxham, December 30, 1881, by George H. Meginniss, T. J. 
Rawls and Joseph A. Edmondson, Commissioners. 

*3Hon. Bert Fish of DeLand, Florida, is now United States 
Minister to Egypt, and Mrs. Ruth Bryan Owen of Miami is 
Minister to Denmark — the first woman to be appointed to a 
diplomatic post. G. B. Stockton of Jacksonville was Minister 
to Austria, 1929-1933. Wallace S. Jones of Jefferson county 



try.* 3 In 1885, after the expiration of his first term as Gov- 
ernor, President Cleveland offered him the appointment oi 
Minister to Bolivia, but he declined the honor, preferring 
remain in Florida. 

Later in the same year (November 14, 1885), he accepte 
from President Cleveland a recess appointment as Unite 
States Surveyor-General of Florida. This was confirmed bjr 
the Senate January 27, 1886, and he was re-appointed Fetaru^ 
ary 2, 1886, serving until October 28. 1889. a total of four year=' 
His asistants in this office were E. G. Chesley and John M 
Cook. The offices were on the second floor of a wooden build-i 
ing on Monroe street in which, prior to 1880, had been the 
banking house of B. C. Lewis & Sons, now the Lewis State 
Bank, of which Mr. George E. Lewis is president. It stooi 
where the Christo and Gelberg stores now are. 

In 1886, while he was Surveyor -General of Florida, Ex-Gov 
ernor Bloxham was urged to accept the Democratic nomma 
tion for State Senator from Leon county, but he declined. 

One of Governor Bloxham's most eloquent addresses was a 
impromptu one on the occasion of the inauguration of th 
Clyde Steamship Line between New York and Jacksonville! 
The first ship of the new line, the S. S. Cherokee, arrived 
Jacksonville on Thanksgiving Day, 1886, and was greeted wit 
an elaborate celebration in which prominent citizens froiri) 
New York and all parts of Florida .ioined. As Hon. Willis M 
Ball describes it: 

"At a banquet in the dining hall of the Everett Hotel 
that night, former Governor William D. Bloxham was seen 
among the guests, and the assembled guests voiced call 
after call for him to deliver an addres." , 
The eloquence and encouragement of Governor Bloxham'J 
utterance on that occasion proved an inspiration to the peopl'^ 
of Florida and awakened everyone who heard or read it to th 
realization that with the establishment of direct rapid trans 
portation by sea as well as by rail with the cities of the north 
and east, a new era was opening to the State. 

In 1887 Ex-Governor W. D. Bloxham and Governor E. A 
Perry were the leading candidates for United States Senator] 
which officer at that time was elected by the legislature. After 
a long contest both withdrew and Hon. Samuel Pasco* 4 wa 

At the Democratic State Convention held in St. Augustin 
in 1888 there were several candidates for Governor, amoni 
them being Francis P. Fleming, John L. Crawford, Robert 
Bullock, J. G. Spear and Robert W. Davis. Governor Bloxhairi 
was not a candidate, but when the roll call began, Alachua 
the first county on the list, cast its nineteen votes for W. D 
Bloxham. The delegates in the Convention rose en masse an 
paid a great tribute to ex-Governor Bloxham, who was at hj 
home in Tallahassee. Again the call of the county was mad 
and Alachua again cast nineteen votes for Bloxham. A secon( 
demonstration for Bloxham followed. Numerous telegram; 
were sent urging the ex-Governor to allow his name to 
used but he steadfastly declined. After several days of fruit 
less balloting, Hon. F. P. Fleming was nominated, and wa 
elected Governor in November, 1888. 

On May 1, 1890, Mr. Bloxham was tendered and accepte 
from Governor Fleming an appointment as State Comptrolle; 
to succeed Hon. W. D. Barnes who had resigned to accept thi 
Circuit Judgeship of west Florida.* 5 After being unanimousl: 
nominated at the Democratic State Convention of that yeari 
he was elected in November for the unexpired term and again 
unanimously nominated and re-elected in 1892, thus serving 
in all six and a half years as Comptroller. 

During his service as Comptroller, many economies in Stati 
finances were accomplished. 

A cause of great extravagance at that time was the fact tha 
the Constitution of 1885 required the costs of criminal prose 
cuions to be paid by the State. Comptroller Bloxham present 
ed the matter to the legislature at the session of 1893 with the 



was Consul to Messina under Cleveland's administration! 
George G. Mathews, now of Fort Lauderdale, was Consul a1 
Para during the first Cleveland administration. 

*4Mr. Pasco had been Presidential elector in 1880, and w 
again in 1909. Pi-esident of the Constitutional Convention o: 
1885, and was Speaker of the Florida House of Representative; 
when elected Senator in 1887. After serving as United Statei 
Senator for twelve years, he was appointed by President Mc 
Kinley as a member of the Isthmian Canal Commission, 1899 
1905. He died March 13, 1917, and was buried at Monticello 
Florida. 

*5Judge Barnes succeeded Judge J. F. McClellan. 



JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 



July 9, 1935 



}6 

.f^^r, that the organic law be changed so that the costs 

;^rwS^f»"oT a\^;r£ea. economic s..m. 

hat reasonable pensioM to OonMerate^^ 
•Sc^ SSn^awr^^rhlf^n'Sn. the many abuses 

= ££f «rnX"irtrs^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

rom proceeds of lana saies wc ^ ^ j^nds from invest- 
Te^i^ts^^riTdT Shflf Sr^o^xhtrn^^as Governor or State 

'^S^ affairs of ^the^— 
hat State taxation ^.^^ J^duced tiom s^e 
nills during ComptroUei ^loM s ™^ 
in 1896 when the ^eniocrat^ Con^^^^^^^^ ^ 

he only man the ^fXnSmS noZn^ted. and in October 
Bloxham. He was i^nammousiy officer, was for 

896. by the largest 7°^ c^s* The vote was: Bloxham. 

ri7rGrb™RetubU?a?T2^^^^^^ Populist, 5,270. 

on January 5, l««^',,«m°ple!5'^Si^ sSnf terTTs 
xperience of simultaneously comp^e^mg ^ Governor of 
comptroller and ^egmning his secona ^ ^.^p^^ 

lorxda. At that time the Inaugu^auon w j t^res not 

K the inaugural procession and ot^^^^^^Xham and the 
-et being introduced.^ G^^r^na ^.^^^^^^ 
etiring Governor H Mitcheu w Governor Blox- 

lired carrigaes to the Capitol, ^ner e^^ j^^^j justice 

.am took the oath of omce adm^msteied^ ^y ^^^^ 
Hilton H. Mabry on the ^ t-orxiLo 

,ge of citizens. In.^°^°\^e HaU of the House of Representa- 
tral ball that evening m the Hall oi ^ Mansion,* 5 Governor 

^fMrt^ToXrcortU^To occupy their own home on 

iorth Calhoun street. _ — — 

Sosal of tKufr^Uded a— ^^^^^ ^,3^,,,, 

the-c?" r^Tr'Tmen a'superlntendent. and 
;as undei the care 0^^^^^ 

^'•o^' i«QR Hon W A Rawls was Chairman and Hon. J. C. 

*3In 1896 Hon. vv. Executive Committee. 

;ooper. Secretary of the ftate Execute ^^^^ 

*4The first Inaugural cainage p inaugural 
50V. Jennings ' inaugnration The f^^^^^^^ Am. 
jrocession was in 1917 wnen^ Carlton's inaugural. 

MSS^ig^ati^n wa\' t^e first to be broadcast over 
^Moving pictures were first made of Governor Martin's in- 
'"^S-Se^Kxecutive Mansion was built during Gov. Broward's 
"™Se'?.°t Art. XVin, constitution, as amended in 1890. See 

icts 1889, p. 315. „„HvP of Georgia, had been Secretary 
*7W. H. Reynolds, a native oi ^^o^^ . ^ tjie 

f the constitutional Convention^^^^^^^ 

jenate in 1893. ^tn'^f hv A C^ Croom who served until his 
901. and was succeeded by A C. or^^^^ Treasurer 
eath in 1912. when Go^- Gilchrist ^^?^^'^s° acceding him as 
V. V. Knott as ^omp^^^^^^^^^^^^ until 1917^^and 

:'reasurer. Mr. Knott servea d.b j appointed Treas- 

l^eTbTGrSirfn^eS^^^^^ office in 1928 and 
''scollins resigned June 7. 1897, and was succeeded by J. B. 

''^nrl^' Leon county officers during Governor Bloxham's 
ecS adnJSatton-1897-1901 were: County Judge, R. A. 



Since Gove^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
administrative off ceis iori^^^^^^ 

Stio^of Ss 'etee^^ -T,^" 
fsS'Sected for'the same tei^ as the Governor were^_j^^^^ 
L. Crawford. Secretary of state , W^B ^amar Attomey^G^^^^^ 

SSi I. "srarsUSS^^^^^ and 
L B. Wombwell, Commissioner of Agriculture. „ . . , 

S'artKnT-S ?rf,l£ SretS. and James H. Randolph 

the Governor's Military Staff. a t 

Tn Januarv 1897, upon the resignation of Justice B. fa. Ud- 
Hnn of the supreme Court to return to the practice of law. 
Semoi Bloxham tendered the appointment as his successor 
^ EX Governor Francis P. Fleming of Jacksonville He de- 
clined, °Xthe Governor appointed Hon. Francis B. CarterHO 

°\^,nnTh?expiration of the term of office of Wilkinson Call 
.. TWPri StXs senator from Florida, March 4, 1897, Gov- 
trn?r moxSm appointed Col. John A. Henderson United 
States senator ad'^hiterim. At the ensuing session of the leg 
islature Colonel Henderson was not a candidate, and fatepnen 
•R Mallorv*ll of Pensacola was elected. t,i v, ~ 

in h s message to the legislature of 1897, Governor Bloxham 
emphasized thi need of the f-ancial and economica^^^^^^^ 
in the laws which he had recommended as State Comptroller 
and many of them were made effective by enactments Among 
?he e^tctments was a provision for aPPomtment by the Gov- 
ernor of a new Railroad Commission composed of three mem- 
her^a raihoad expert, an attorney at law, and a farmei. re- 
Sectively n2 In 1897 Mr. W. M. Mcintosh was chosen Secre- 
tary and Treasurer for the Trustees of the Internal Improve- 
r's ^in'tosh served the State most efficiently as Chief 
cS in the comptroller's office and in other positions of trust 

^^^h^sSIn^h-Am^^^^^^^^ ocfm-red during Governor Biox- 
han?s second administration. As the over-seas railroad to 
Ke? west had not been built, the United States troops were 
trILnoited to Cuba via Tampa. Governor Bloxham's coop- 
erSn with the Federal authorities in that war was higWy 
commented gy President McKinley. Gen. Ptizhugh Lee 
Qp^'^Sph Wheeler and Col. Wm. Jennings Bryan were 



Whitfield; Clerk Circuit Court CouncU A. Bryan, Sh^^ 
Tnhn A Pearce" Tax Assessor, H. T. Felkel, Tax coiiecroi. w. 
J'^SeminyTsubt schools, N. W. Eppes; Comity Tre^ure^^^^ 
John Day Perkins; County Surveyor. W. T. Bannerman 
county Commissioners, F. T. Christie. John Bradford W. J- 
Johnson, Miles H. Johnson, Julius Diamond Hugh Black. 
*9Gen. Lang had been Adjutant-General m both Periys 

^"nSudS'^arteThad been a Presidential Elector in 1896 with 
W. S. Jennings, Geo. P. Raney and R. A. Burf ord O" ^ay 25 
1905. he resigned as Supreme Court Justice to become Judge 
of the First Judicial Circuit, succeeding Judge C. B. Parkniu 
who was appointed Justice of the Supreme Court. 

niStephen R. Mallory, U. S. Senator, IS^I-iaO?- ^a|,\^°S 
of stenhen R Mallory, U. S. Senator from Fla. 1851-61, ana 
ConfedCate'ltates Se^cVetary of the .^avy- "e ja. re e^^^^^^ 
in 1903 serving until his death. Dec. 23. 1907. As his successui 
Sov IVoward^PPointed Wm. James Bryan a very te^en^^^^^^ 
voung man only 31 years of age. who die^ in Washington, 
March 22 1908 Gov. Broward then appointed, March 27. 

l^sreefHor;^^^^^^^^ 

Set 1 1910 and Nathan P. Bryan, brother of former Senator 
Wm. Jas Bryan, was elected. After the expiration of his term, 
he was appointed Judge of the U. S. Circmt Court of Appeals, 
which office he held until his death. August 8. 1935. 

n2Those appointed members of the Railroad Commission m 
1897 were Col. R. H. M. Davidson of Quincy, H E. Day oi 
rCinP^viiip and J M Brvan of Kissimmee. with John i^- 
Se ley'as'secrefary. Mr. Bryan was the father of Wilham J^ 
and Nathan P. Bryan, both of whom were U. S. Senators iron 
Florida. 
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among the officers stationed in Florida. Governor Bloxham 
appointed C. P. Lovell as Colonel of the First Regiment of 
Florida Volunteers. Gen. Albert W. Gilchrist, afterwards 
Governor of Florida, was an officer in the United States Army 
in Cuba. Col. Theodore Roosevelt passed through Tallahassee 
with his Rough Riders on the way to Cuba from the west 
While stopping here en route, he and his staff were entertained 
by our citizens and most cordial relations were established. 

Dui-ing Governor Bloxham's second administration Tallahas- 
see also received its first visit from a President of the United 
States. President McKinley, who was visiting Mark A Hanna 
at his winter home near Thomasville, came to Tallahassee 
with Mr. Hanna and a party of friends by special train on 
March 24, 1899, and they were shown the attractions around 
I allahassee by Governor Bloxham. The President was not as 
tall as the Governor, but they were both distinguished in ap- 
pearance, with engaging manners, and made a most pleasing 
impression on the thousands who saw them as they were driv- 
en in a carriage through the streets of Tallahassee, and at the 
reception given the President and his party by Governor 
Bloxham m the Leon Hotel. 

In his message to the legislature of that year. Governor 
Bloxham referred to President McKinley 's visit as follows: 

"Hon. William McKinley, Pi-esident of the United States, 
with a party of distinguished friends, accepted an invita- 
tion and visited the Capitol of our State on March 24th of 
the present year. It was the first time that a President 
has ever visited our Capitol, and he was given a most en- 
thusiastic reception— one worthy of his pure personal life 
and exalted station. No sectional lines mar the patriotic 
promptmgs of Floridians. and their welcome to the official 
head of seventy-five millions of people emphasized their 
devotion to American institutions, and their loyalty to 
their Government." j j i-u 

The Governor's message of 1899 showed continued increases 
in the population and taxable resources of the State It con- 
tained a useful review of State affairs, and pointed out the 
need for further legislation. Special attention was called to 
the condition of the organic law which provides for no one to 
succeed to the Governorship if it should become vacant when 
there is no President of the Senate and no Speaker of the 
House, since, under the constitution of 1885 there is no Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, the President of the Senate being elected 
from among the Senators. No change has yet been made in 
the constitution to remedy this situation, but it is now cus- 
tomary to elect as President of the Senate a Senaor who is 
beginning a four year erm, because otherwise there might be 
a period between the election and the convening of the legis- 
latur when theer would be no one to succeed should the office 
of Governor become vacant.*! In that message the Governor 
remarked upon the most efficient service of Mr. W V Knott* 2 
who had been employed under legislative authority to examine 
the accounts of county officers. 

On December 27, 1900, L. B. Wombwell, Commissioner of Ag- 
riculture, died, and Mr. C. B. Gwynn of Tallahassee acted as 
Commissioner of Agriculture until the end of the term Janu- 
ary 8, 1901. 

The State Reform School at Marianna was established du- 
ring Governor Bloxham's second administration, and the State 
Hospital was greatly extended and improved under the guid- 
ance of Hon. J. W. Trammell, Superintendent, and Dr. L. D 
Blocker as Chief Physician. 

Chapter 4744, Acts of 1899, provides that: 

"The Governor of the State of Florida is hereby au- 
thorized and empowered to cause the preparation and 
publication of a manual which shall contain the statute 
law of Florida, proper, forms based thereon, a brief but 



-"IThe term of office of the Speaker of the House always ex- 
pires at the next general election. 

*2In 1901 Governor Jennings appointed W. V. Knott as act- 
ing State Auditor, which position he held until appointed 
Treasurer in March, 1903. He was appointed Comptroller in 
1912. In 1928 he was again appointed Treasurer, and was 
elected to that office in 1928 and 1932. 

*3Hon. W. H. Ellis was appointed State Auditor in 1903, 
serving until appointed Attorney-General by Governor Jen- 
nings in February, 1904. Since January, 1915, he has been a 
Justice of the Supreme Court of Florida. 



comprehensive statement of the rules of evidence and the 

rules of pleading applicable to Justices of the Peace." 

Under this enactment Governor Bloxham appointed Hon 
Geo. P. Raney who had been Attorney-General and Chiel 
Justice of the Supreme Court, to make the required compila- 
tion. Judge Raney reported the completed compilation tc 
Governor Bloxham, December 20, 1900. It was printed and 
has proven a most useful volume entitled "Manuel for Justicet 
of the Peace and County Judges." See page 4719, Compileq 
General Laws, 1927. 

Governor Bloxham was constantly attentive to the welfar^ 
of those who were subject to penal restraints or misfortune 
In 1899 he appointed a committe of three to carefully consided 
the status and needs of the State convict system and to rec- 
ommend appropriate remedies for needed reforms. The com- 
mittee consisted of Senator E. S. Crill, Representative J. W, 
Watson and Captain J. T. Bernard. Their report was of much 
assistance to Governor Jennings in getting improved condi-j 
tions during the succeeding administration. 

Upon Governor Bloxham's suggestion, statutes were enacted 
safeguarding the funds of the State and the counties, which 
if duly enforced, prove most beneficial to taxpayers. As Gov- 
ernor, as Comptroller, and in private life, W. D. Bloxham ad- 
vocated and practiced rigid economy and efficiency in expend- 
itures of public funds. 

The first dormitories at the West Florida Seminary, now] 
the Florida State College, were erected by funds secured 
through the influence of Governor Bloxham. Those buildings] 
were later destroyed by fire and others built. 

For many years efforts had been made to remove the Capi 
to to some other point in the State east or south of Talla 
hasee. Governor Bloxham desired the Capitol to remain in 
Tallahassee, not merely because he was a resident here, but 
because his view was that the Capitol should have a quiet, con 
servative environment; however, being Governor, he declined 
to serve in the organization which opposed a change in its 
location. Mr. George Lewis was made President of the organ 
ization and Mr. W. A. Rawls, Secretary. Pursuant to action 
taken by the State Democratic Committee in Jacksonville in 
1900, a primary election was held on the day of the general 
election of that year to decide by a plurality vote the location 
of the Capitol of the State. The vote at the election was over 
whelmingly against a change, the other cities voted for being 
Jacksonville, Ocala and St. Augustine, in the order named. *4 
The Democratic State Convention in Jacksonville in 1900. 
which was the last one to be held in the State, nomination by 
primary being provided for after that, unanimously and en- 
thusiastically adopted the following: 

"We most heartily endorse the administration of Gov- 
ernor William D. Bloxham, and we express the sincere hope 
that after his retirement from the office of Chief Execu- 
tive, by reason of constitutional limitation, he may live 
long to counsel and guide the party of which he has been 
a chief adornment and strength throughout his distin- 
guished and honorable career." 

The Convention nominated as Governor Bloxham's success- 
or, Hon. W. S. Jennings* 5 of Hernando county, who was sub- 
sequently elected and inaugurated Governor Januray 8, 1901. 
In his inaugural address Governor Jennings said of his pre- 
decessor in office: 

"His services, which have been pre-eminent, entitle him 
to the love, admiration ad veneration of every Floridian." 
During each of his administrations* Governor Bloxham di- 
rected State affairs with courage and simple dignity, without 
ostentation, and with courteous regard for the rights and views 
of others, ever ready to collaborate with all who desired to 
perform some useful service to the people of the State whom 
he so sincerely loved. In his association with his Cabinet and 



♦4The exact vote was: Tallahassee, 16,742; Jacksonville, 
7,675; Ocala, 4,917; St. Augustine, 2,881. 

*5Governor Jennings, a native of Illinois, moved to Brooks- 
ville, Hernando County, Pla., in 1885, was appointed County 
Judge in 1887, elected to the legislature in 1892 and 1894, was 
Speaker of the House in 1895, and Presidential Elector in 1896. 
He was Governor of Florida 1901 to 1905, and was succeeded 
by N. B. Broward. He died in Jacksonville, Florida, in 1920. 
Governor Jennings was a first cousin of the great Democratic 
leader, William Jennings Bryan, who was a resident of Florida 
at the time of his death, July 26. 1925. 
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Ler officials, whether Stat- county 

CSst considerate, and s°Vg^^^°^°°rtaUmately with him in 
*ect Those who were thrown mosu unselfishness and 

.fficial or social life appreciated his many courteous 
S hir^ for his noh e ^^^^f J^^^^^^^^^ friendly 
..onduct, he being at aU ^^^^^Xrev in the pubUc service, 
eader and guide, as well as co la ^^^^ 

upon his retirement f^^^P^et presented him with a loving 
,nd term as Governor, l^?f, 9^°^^^^ knew nothing of the 
'up as a token of their h^gti esteem. ^^^.^^ ^.^s be- 

Jended gift, and being ^sked f 0% ^^^^^^^ Secretary of 
nved friend. Dr. John L. ^^^^^.7"' p^.oeneral Lamar made 
State he w^ overcome ^^en Attorney Gene 

'he presentation. His ^f^^^^JJ^^oT^i^l^e who were privi- 

vords will ever linger in "^^"^^^ .^4^ to the incident as one 
Sed tobe.present He ofteyefen^d^^.^^^^^ ^^^^^.^^ 

,f his cherished surprises, anu ^.^ 
,hose who had served the State wi ^^^^^g ^ven 

' William D. Bloxham ^,^fii^^^„\^^ty of^^^^^^ he was a mem- 
*nore popular than the Polit^^^^^P^i'/g ^een twice elected Gov- 
,Pi He is the only person f "Istinction of being one 
^nor of the State.*2 He a^^°,J^throne » office, hav- 
,f the few who have held moie ^^^"^omptroller. 
,ng ben both Secretary of State ^^^J^ ^ married in 

on September 19. 1907_^G^ve no, B^^^^^^^^^^ 

Salem, Virginia, to Mrs^^^/.f g^Icious manner made fo 

'Ze "or W»ds »nd chosen to est 

in January, IW. E^-°°XseSt KesSeSia" Elector, tne fi.e 
Sefrtr'st;°t?b''inrcS1» Iryan and Kern, tnough Taft 

"So~BSirSed people. 'gll^ed'sS? 
»Srcont.cts ^n'l r'^'^SSd i?atfon'in all things Al- 

^nd business affairs of the Stale ^^^^ 

Mr. Bloxham was not a man of wealthy H ^^^^^^^ ^.^ 
,han a modest income. Dm mg tne ye ^^^.^^ 

ents to the service of t^^^^^^fje was of a high order, 

very meager,*3 bu the service lenaeicu 

With few of the advantages and convemen j^^^^ations 
have, the patriotic ^^tizens of that day la^^ progressive 
upon which her P^°P^^ 

State, the blessmgs of which P^JP ^ad no superiors. 
■ AS a statesman and f^f^^^i^dS Srest and steadfast 
Humanity, Pati'iotism, loyalty. Kin progress in human af- 
oelief in moral uphft and conseivat i^n. His civic 

fairs, inspired hmi to true eloquence ^ g^^^^. 

S?.„f:j/eSrilfi°a^^^^^ -gush and ele- 

gant diction. ^„„oi,nr,r Rlnxham for historical 

An excellent biography of Govein^^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^ 

nublication was written 3^ ia09 dv ^ ■ 
Snguished editor and 30urnalist 4^ ^^^^^^^ 

, in the early P^^* '^^JI^l tout his cherful disposition 

ham wa5 not as vigorous ag i^ua^ ^^^^^ ^.^^^.^ 
encouraged his friends to hope i ^^..^^^3 

Sre^eirPoSf-co/l^and^^^^^^^^^^^ 

;?e'a^S'~^5n?^l^?hi native State came to a 

peaceful end. March 15. 1911. 



aenume .let was manl-ested thro^hou. the SU. at hu 
'trs»re.e coi^t^then — » entered the lo.lowln. 

upon the minutes of the Court. 



Chief Executive JanuaiT, 1881, JJf $31 000,000. When 

iState was 266,566 with tax^^^^^^^ ^^^^^ j uary, 

rrMoSarroS^n^VS an increase of 51.4 per 
-^^^liSd^hC^w^twi^^^^^ 



the minme. .... 
"The Court being advised of the aea gioxham, who 
horJ?ln this city. the Hon^ W^ham D 
waTtwice Governor of thisf tate^^na^^ ^.^j^^^ 
Sarded as °f *|taTe JttSered that in respect to 
ored citizens of the State it ^^.^^^^.^ f^r the day. 
memory, the Couri au pabinet adopted me- 

Governor Albert W. Gilchrist ^^^^.^^rtfield. secretary 
mS?al resolutions P^^pai-ed by Mr^ G. ^^^^ f the 

to the Governor which were sPiead^P^ ^^^^^^^^ 
Executive Department, a copy o capitol. with 

The body lay in f^J^^^^y^c^^^^^^^ °L^red 
the Bloxham Rifles, lh„^„/who had known and admired 
*r. and vast numbers of jos^^^^^^^ ^ ^..^inuous pro- 

him m ^«*Vtribute of esteem. 

cession as a fmal timu ^^^^ ^^^^ 

His funeral was said to have been the ^^^^ jgeopal Church, 
Tanahassee. Services ^^^re hdd in St. Jo ^^^.^^^ 
attended by Governor Grlctaist an legislature Confeder- 
fte^S^'t^ShS^I^f^^^ as in^-ry e^sc. an^a 

Itt^oTr^ch^rc^^^ 
hvered an impressive eulogy_ If teiment w 
Z TTnisconal cemetery, TaUanasbt^, w parents. A 

l,HSeei;'i„'sr«^^^^^^^^ 

simply the name Bloxham. ^ Christian gentle- 

Mr Bloxham was an ^ducf °^uU^ in manner 

man of high ideals and practical ^ua^'^j^^harge of duty, loyal 
^nri courteous to all, earnest m the di^^^^rgj^^ convictions, 

S considerate in fssoc^lSnfth^^^ He was a trust- 
and eloquent and forceful in expre^^^^^ ^^^^^ed as a 

^.^ara^a f^rie^r^aS a citizen. 

Hi. philosophy Of r^rSTred fofthe worst. 

To hope for the best, but be P^^P^^^a i 
II st^ve to advance -"^^^Xi^coSLL and appreciative. 
l: Z rrcLr "obStior., steadfast in per- 

forming duties. generous in extending them. 

SSHErSSSrdtJ^r^f.! relations 

"'if have efficiency, economy and strict accountabiUty m 
'To'obstve constitutional requirements with patriotic fi- 
delity- r^atience in obeying and enforcing 
To have firmness and paiienoe 

l: rge^sT olrs^nd contented with one. own lot 
'"to speak kindly or not at all of one's neighbor^an^^ 
______ cabinet officers 

received $1,500 and $2,000. 

MColonel Choate was ^^^TeS^^^ 
gest of Florida SuP^^me Covu-t Repoits s^ ^.^^ Adjutant- 
Ability and research, ^e f ived 101 untiringly to ad- 

General of the State and labored 10 g^^ choate 
rs^^TuJgVrdV'ocaV gS^ Btaff of Governor F. P- 

Fleming. 
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To so live each day that if it should be the last, it will have 
been well spent. 

His magnetism, his innate courtesy and refinement, his 
ability and experience in public matters, his sincerity of pur- 
pose and lofty ideals, and his patience and forbearance at all 
times, made him an outstanding character in his long life of 
useful service. The memory of his example is an inspiration 
to all who knew him. 

The people of Leon county were emphatic and constant in 
their confidence in, and admiration for W. D. Bloxham, a 
native of the county, who rendered such distinguished service 
to the State. Every honor was accorded to him throughout 
his life for his talents, his modesty, his helpfulness and his 
illustrious example. As evidence of the love and estem in 
which he was held in Tallahassee, the space in Park Avenue 
between Monroe and Calhoun strets was named Bloxham Park 
in honor of the Governor, and many of the trees and shrubs 
which now adorn it were contributed by him. Later, after he 
had passed away, an oak was planted in his memory on Arbor 
Day in Boulevard Park with fitting ceremonies. 

Attaining distinction as a student at the College of William 
and Mary, as a legislator in the Florida House of Representa- 
tives, as an active member of the dominant political party in 
the State, as an orator and statesman, as Secretary of State 
and Comptroller, as Surveyor-General of Florida, as Governor 
of the State in a time of economic distress and again during 
the Spanish-American War, William D. Bloxham served the 
people of Florida for nearly half a century with great ability, 
with absolute fiedlity and with unexcelled achievements for 
the benefit of the State. His memory lives in the hearts of 
the people he so nobly served, and his exemplary life may well 
be emulated by those who desire to attain success crowned 
with honor and the love of their fellow-citizens. 

Florida has an impresive number of distinguished citizens 
who have pasesd to their reward in the great Unknown, but 
no name on this roll of honor is more illustrious than that of 
William Dunnington Bloxham. 

The following tribute to Governor Bloxham was recorded 
upon the archives of the Executive office at Tallahassee, Flor- 
ida: 



STATE OP PLORroA 

At a meeting of the Governor and the Administrative Offi- 
cers of the Executive Department of the State of Florida, held 
in the Executive Office March 15, 1911, the death of the Hon- 
orable William Dunnington Bloxham, former Governor of Flor- 
ida, in the city of Tallahassee, on Wednesday, the 15th day of 
March, 1911, was announced whereupon the following resolu- 
tion was unanimously adopted and ordered to be spread upon 
the records of the Executive Office; 



WILLIAM DUNNINGTON BLOXHAM 

No man of his generation has enjoyed the confidence and 
affection of the people of Florida in greater measure than 
Governor Bloxham — and none more faithfully earned or richly 
deserved their implicit trust. Practically his entire life was 
devoted to the public service of the State, and throughout the 
prime of his manhood, for three decades, he was the unriv- 
alled, unchallenged leader and champion of sturdy and in- 
domitable citizenship which rescued Florida from the destitu- 
tion of a ruinous war, and from the intolerable corruption of 
alien and ignorant rule, and placed her destinies again and 
forever in the hands of her own intelligent and liberty-loving 
people. He was the acknowledged leader of those patriotic 
forces which redeemed this State first from the ravages of war 
and misgovernment. then from the burdens of poverty and of 
debt, and firmly established her upon a lasting foundation of 
educational, material and civic development. He was a con- 
structive statesman, whose impress is indelibly stamped upon 
Florida's history. For half a century his rare eloquence, his 
splendid intellect, his high moral courage and his personal 
means were laid at the service of his fellow-Floridians, who 
with ever-increasing confidence in his wisdom and probity, 
and his remarkable capacity for efficiently administering 
great public trusts, delighted more and more, as the years 
passed, to honor him and advance the State's interests by 
placing him in official positions of high responsibility. The 
causes of education, of sound public credit, of economic gov- 
ernment, of improved transportation facilities, of immigra- 
tion, of development of the State's resources, of increased re- 



spect for law and order, and of a higher standard of citizen- 
ship, have had no more loyal or effective advocate in Florida 
than they have found in William D. Bloxham. 

All his life he was a citizen of Leon coimty. There he wa^ 
born July 9th, 1835. At the age of twenty he completed a;- 
academic course at the College of William and Mary, in Vir- 
ginia, and was married the following year to Miss Mary C. 
Davis, of Leon county, formerly of Lynchburg, Virginia, with 
whom he lived happily until her death in March, 1904. In 
1907 Governor Bloxham was married to Mrs. G. Moss Norvell, 
of Henderson, Texas, who survives him. One son and one 
daughter of his first marriage died soon after reaching ma- 
turity. 

He entered public service in 1861 as a member of the House 
of Representatives from Leon county. Early in 1862 he or- 
ganized and commanded a company of infantry which was 
mustered into the Confederate service as Company C, Fifth 
Florida Regiment. In 1868 he was chosen as a Democratic 
Presidential Elector for this State in support of the Seymour 
and Blair ticket. Two years later he was elected Lieutenant- 
Governor of Florida, and in 1872 was nominated by the Demo- 
cratic party for the Governorship. At this troubled and criti- 
cal period of the State's history, the eloquence and superb 
courage with which Governor Bloxham waged the mighty 
battle for white supremacy and home rule won for him the 
devotion of his people which will last as a cherished legacy in 
the State's history. When that great struggle was concluded 
and the peopleo f Florida were again in control of their gov- 
ernment, Mr. Bloxham's services were recognized by his ap- 
pointment as Secretary of State in Governor Drew's Cabinet, 
which post he filled from January, 1877, until 1880, when he 
resigned and was elected to'the Governorship, being the choice 
of his Democratic felow-citizens. 

Upon assuming the chief magistracy. Governor Bloxham 
found the vast grant of lands which had been made by the 
United States to the State to be drained and developed, ap- 
parently hopelessly involved in litigation and in debt amount- 
ing to about a million dollars, with the management of the 
entire found taken from the State officials and under the 
control of the United States Court, all of it being thereby 
made unavailable for purposes of promoing transportation, 
immigration and education, and the debt steadily increasing 
through interest charges. Progress and development were 
throttled and the future appeared dismal. The master mind 
of Governor Bloxham grasped this situation and effected a 
happy solution. Pour million acres of the swamp lands, about 
one fifth of the entire body, was sold for one million dollars, 
which was used to immediately wipe out the indebtedness and 
release the fund from the control of the Federal Court, and 
make it applicable for the purposes of development for which 
the grant was made. This statesmanlike action was followed 
at once by an era of prosperity and development such as had 
never before been known in Florida. It was promtply followed 
up by the best and most favorable contract ever made for re- 
claiming the swamp lands in southern Florida, south of Town- 
ship Twenty-Three and east of Peace Creek, including the 
Everglades — it being stipulated that the contracting company 
was to assume the entire cost of drainage and reclamation, 
and the State was to retain the alternate sections of re- 
claimed lands. These beneficent transactions are but typical 
of he statesmanship displayed by Governor Bloxham through- 
out his long public career. 

After an interval of twelve years, during which he declined 
an appointment by President Cleveland as Minister to Bolivia, 
served four years as Surveyor-General under appointment from 
President Cleveland, and six years as Comptroller of the State, 
Mr. Bloxham was again elected Governor, being the only man 
in the history of Florida who has twice been elected Governor 
of the State. While Comptroller, he was largely instrumental 
in practically freeing the State from debt. He instituted econ- 
omies and systematized the financial affairs of the State upon 
a basis which has stood the test of long experience and proven 
wise. 

During his second term as Governor he succeeded in having 
adopted .as fixed policies of the State the advanced and pro- 
gresive ideas of government which his long experience had 
shown to be the best fitted to meet the needs and conditions 
of the State; and when this term of office expired, he gladly 
retired to private life, a happy and contented man, in the 
knowledge of having done his full duty and earned the grate- 
ful appreciation of his people. 

In view of Governor Bloxham's long and honorable service 
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nc: an Officer of the Executive Department of the State, it is 
.nLuUaVlv appiopriat that the Administrative Officers make 

=.^al fflnr C^£ 

bsequies- that an engrossed copy of t^is memonal be senate 
the widow of the deceased, and to his devoted niece iviibb 
Blanche Blake, for many years a member of his family, and 
that copies be also sent to the press. 

ALBERT W. GILCHRIST, 
Governor. 

H. CLAY CRAWFORD. 

Secretaiy of State. 
PARK TRAMMELL, 

Attorney General. 

A. C. CROOM, 
Comptroller. 

W. V. KNOTT. 

State Ti-easurer; 
W M. HOLLOWAY, 

Supt. Public Instruction. 

B. E. McLIN, 
Commisioner of Agriculture. 

G T. WHITFIELD, 

Secretary to the Governor. 

THE GEORGIA-FLORIDA BOUNDARY LINE 
CONTROVERSY 

Thm controversy has an interesting historical background, 
pr,^,P back to the time when Georgia and Florida were English 
^nri Smnish colonieT respectively. At an early date the Span- 
ish p!Znce of Ma ex'tended on the west to the Missis|;PPi 
rivern and on the east and south was bounded as the State 
s now by the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico but 
the exact location of the northern boundary Ime between Floi- 
ida and Georgia was an unsettled question. 

Early conflicts as to this northern ^o^^ary were removed 
whPn bv the Treaty of 1763 Florida was ceded by Spam to 
Seat B^itafn. By proclamation of October 7, 1763, the Bntish 
fove^eign Xded Florida into East and West Florida. West 
Florida east of the Perdido river was bounded on the north by 
^"Aanel of 31 no^th^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^J^ Z 

SfdeTto ?hf ^estwai^^^^^^^ Mexico and the Apa- 

lacWcola river and to the northward by a line drawn from 
hat nart of said river where the Chattahoochee and Flint 
rivers meet to toe source of St. Mary's river, and by course of 
Taid river to the Atlantic Ocean." (Coffee v. Groover, 123 U. 
S I text na4 11) This line, wherever its proper location by 
survey may be from the junction of the Chattahoochee and 
Phnt rivers to the source of the St. Marys river has from 
1763 been the recognized boundary line between Florida and 
Georgia. 

thp treaties of 1783, Great Britain recognized the inde- 
pendence and soverignty of the United States in the former 
British colonies, adopted the above described line as the south- 
?in Suniry of the United States, and ceded the Floridas 
back to Spain. 

Bv Ti-eaty of October 7, 1795, between the United States and 
Spain, this boundary was confirmed, and, pursuant to Treaty 
provisions Commissioners Andrew EUicott for the United 
States and Stephen Minor for Spain in 1798 and 1799 ran and 
marked the taoSndary line from the Mississippi to the Chatta- 
hoochee river, and determined the geographical position of 
the junction of the Chattahoochee and Flint rivers to be m 
north latitude 30° 42' 42.8". and west longitude 84 53 15' . 
The hostility of the Creek Indians prevented the running ot 
the line east of the Chattahoochee, and the Commissioners 
sailed down the Apalachicola river and around the coast oi 
Florida and up the St. Marys river. They fixed upon the east- 
ern terminus of the straight line from the junction of the 



Chattahooche and Flint rivers to the head of the St. Maiys 
river as prescribed in the Treaties, at a point where the St. 
Marys river issues from the Okefenoke Swamp, and erected a 
mound of earth to designate the spot. This was m February, 
1800. The mound is still in existence and gppears on the 
maps as "Elllcott's Mound." 

In Coffee vs. Groover, 123 U. S. 1, a case concerning conflict- 
ing land grants in the disputed territory, which was appealed 
to the United States Supreme Court from the Supreme Court 
of Florida in 1887, a history of the boundary question is giv- 
en, in the course of which it is stated: 

"The commissioners, supposing that the true head of the 
river was located in the swamp, agreed that it should be 
considered as distant two miles northeast from the mound, 
and that in running the boundary line from the Chatta- 
hoochee, it should be run to the north of the mound and 
not neai-er to it than one mile. The point fixed upon as 
the head of the St. Marys was determined by obsei-va- 
tions to be in north latitude 30° 21' ZOW, west longitude 
82° 15' 45". The distance by a straight line, or great 
circle from the junction of the Chattahoochee and Flint 
rivers to the head of the St. Marys, was calculated at 
155 2-10 miles, and the initial course, for running the line 
from each terminus was given, with the proper corrections 
to be made at intervals in order to follow the great circle. 
The commissioners signed a joint report of their proceed- 
ings, and transmitted the same to their respective gov- 
ernments. *1 

"It thus appears that by authority of the United States 
and Spain, the termini of the line in question were fixed 
and settled in February, 18C0. It only remained for a com- 
petent surveyor to follow the directions of the commis- 
sioners in order to trace the actual boundary line on the 
ground." (Coffee vs. Groover, 123 U. S. 1, 8 Sup. Ct. Rep. 
1, 31 Law Ed. 51, text page 13.) 

However, the controversy was by no means at an end, for 
the ultimate question later became, what and where is the true 
head of the St. Marys river? 

It was asserted in Georgia that the real head of the St. 
Marys was not its north branch on which the eastern termi- 
nus of the boundary was fixed by Ellicott and Minor, but the 
south or west branch which ha^ its source many miles further 
south than the point marked by Ellicott's Mound. Thereupon 
the State of Georgia early in 1819 appointed three eminent 
egineers to ascertain which branch was the true head of the 
river. They reported that after a careful examination they 
found the head of the river to agree with the report made by 
Mr. Ellicott. Notwithstanding this report, the State proceed- 
ed to employ an engineer to run what is known as the Watson 
line which seems to have terminated considerably south of 
Ellicott's Mound. 

The boundary was thus still a disputed question when Spain 
ceded the Floridas to the United States later in the same 
year. After the Territory of Florida was established, the Unit- 
ed States Surveyor-General for the Territory in 1825, prepar- 
atory to a survey of the public lands therein, had the bound- 
ary line between Georgia and Florida run and marked. This 
line, called McNeil's line, was north of the Watson line. 

"For many years a controversy was carried on between 
Georgia on the one side, and the United States and Florida 
on the other, with regard to this boundary line; Georgia 
contending that the line should be run to Lake Randolph, 
the head of the western or southern branch of the St. 
Marys', and the United States and Florida contending that 
it should i-un to the head of the northern branch, as 
settled and determined by the commissioners, Elhcott and 
Minor, under the Treaty of 1763. lb., and Ex. Doc. 152. 
1st Sess. 23 Cong." fCoffee vs. Groover, 123 U. S. 1, text 
page 16.) 

Following a gi'eat deal of contention both before and after 
Florida became a State, it was finally agreed in 1859 to have 
a re- survey made between the terminal points by two survey- 
ors, one to be appointed by each State, and to accept the line 
decided upon by them jointly as conclusive. The State oi 
Georgia appointed George F. Orr, and the State of Florida, 
Benjamin P. Whitner. Jr.. surveyors, to run and mark the ime 



I 



1 



nLater by successive adjustments, the western boundary of 
West Florida was, in 1813. (3 Statutes at Large 472) confined 
to the Perdido river (3 Howard 212, 228), but to this day, sev- 
eral Louisiana parishes are called Florida parishes. There 



is still some uncertainty as to the exact boundaries of Florida 
at the mouth of the Perdido river and on the East Coast to 
the Gulf Stream. 
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accordingly. It turned out that the line run by Orr and 
Whitner was even further north than the McNeil line run by 
Florida, terminating, as it did, one quarter mile north of Elii- 
cott's Mound: and at the same time, it was more favorable to 
Georgia than the line agreed on by Ellicott and Minor, which 
was to rim at least one mile north of the Mound. This line 
was accepted by both States as final."^ Thus by a joint survey 
and the placing of markers on the ground, the boundary line 
between Georgia and Florida was permanently settled.*! 

FLORIDA HISTORICAL DATA 
LIST OF GOVERNORS, OFFICERS, ETC., OF THE 
TERRITORY AND STATE OF FLORIDA 

The cession by Spain of "East and West Florida" "in full 
property and sovereignty" to the United States was accomp- 
lished in the following manner: 

On February 22, 1819, a treaty of cession was signed in 
Washington, L>, C, by John Qumcy Adams for tne United 
States and by Luis De Onis, for Spam. Tne tieaty of cession 
was approvea and ratified by tne Kmg of Spain on Octooer 24, 
1820, and by the United States aenate on ^'ebruary 19, 1821. 
It was promulgated as effective by the proclamation of Presi- 
dent James Monroe and attested by John Quincy Adams, Sec- 
retary of State, on Februry 22, 1821. On Marcn the third of 
the same year an act of Congress was approved by President 
Monroe extending a previous act of Congress approved on 
March 3, 1819, for carrying the Treaty of Cession into execu- 
tion, and which latter hado een enacted in anticipation or an 
earUer ratilication ol the Treaty of Cession. Tne dividing 
line betwen East Florida and West Florida was the Apalachi- 
cola River. Under the Act of March 3, 1821, President James 
Monroe, on March 10, 1821, issued to Major General Andrew 
Jackson of Tennessee, three commissions. He first authorized 
Major General Jackson "to take possession of and occupy the 
territories ceded by Spain to the United States" by the Treaty 
dated February 22, 1819. The second commission appointed 
Major General Andi'ew Jackson "to exercise within the ceded 
teiTitories of East and West Florida, all the powers and au- 
thorities heretofore exercised by the Governor and Captain 
General and Intendent of Cuba, and by the Governors of East 
and West Florida within said provinces respectively." The third 
commission did "appoint and authorize the said Andrew Jack- 
son to administer the Government with the existing authori- 
ties in the best manner in youi- power for the present." 

Under the first commission General Jackson proceeded to 
the ceded territory in East and West Florida accompanied by 
his wife and staff of military officers. By authority of Gen- 
eral Jackson Col. Robert Butler, with all formalities, received 
East Florida from the authorized Spanish official, Jose Cop- 
pinger, at St. Augustine on July 10, 1821, and on July 17, 1821, 
General Jackson, at Pensacola, received West Florida from 
the authorized Spanish official, Jose Coppinger, at St. Augus- 
tine on July 10, 1821, and on July 17, 1821, General Jackson, 
at Pensacola, received West Florida from the authorized Span- 
ish official, Jose Callava. On July 17, 1821 Major General 
Jackson issued a proclamation attested by R, K. Call, acting 
Secretary of West Florida, in which it was declared "that the 
government heretofore existing over the Provinces of the 
Ploridas under the authority of Spain has ceased, and that of 
the United States of America is established over the same." 

ANDREW JACKSON AS GOVERNOR 

On July 21, 1821, Andrew Jackson, as Governor, promulgated 
ordinances attested by R. K. Call, Acting Secretary of West 
Florida. One ordinance divided the teiTitories included in 
East and West Florida into two counties : the territory between 
the Perdido River and the Suwannee River being designated 
as Escambia County, and all territory east of the Suwannee 
River including the entire peninsula was named St. Johns 
County. Other ordinances established a system of government 
for the ceded territory to be observed until Congress made 
permanent provisions. The ordinances were issued under the 
authority conferred upon Major General Andrew Jackson by 
the commissions above referred to. 

Under the Act of Congress approved on March 3, 1821, 
President Monroe appointed for East and West Florida offi- 
cials who conducted the government in the two divisions of 



Florida until the Territory of Florida including both East and I 
West Florida was established an dorganized under the Act of!!' 
Congress approved March 30, 1822. 

Officers appointed by President James Mom-ce for East and , 
West Florida under Act of Congress of March 3, 1821, after 
the Treaty of Cession from Spain promulgated Februai-y 22, , 

1821, at Washington, D. C. i 
Governor; Major General Andrew Jackson of Tennessee. ■ 
United States Judge of West Florida: Elijias Formentin of ^ 

Louisiana. 1 

United States Judge of East Florida: William P. Duval of | 
Kentucky. [ 

United States Attorneys : Alexander Anderson of Tennes- 1 
see and John G. Bird of Tennessee. 

United States Marshal: James G. Forbes. | 

Secretary of West Florida: George Walton at Pensacola. f 

Secretary of East Florida: William G. D. Worthington atr 
St. Augustine. i 

Collector of Customs at St. Marks: Mark Harden of South ^ 
Carolina. ■[ 

Customs officers at St. Augustine: John Rodman of Newi 
York, and R. S. Hackley, of Virginia. p 

Customs officers at Pensacola: Alexander Scott, W. S. F 
Smith. Charles Jenkins. |l 

Commissioners of Land Claims — West Florida: S. R. Over-i! 
ton, Jos. M. White, C, P. Luckett. [ 

Commissioners of Land Claims — East Florida : Davis Floyd, [ 
W. W. Blair, Alexander Hamilton. t 

When Governor Andrew . Jackson left the Ploridas in Oc- c 
tober or November, 1821, for . his home in Tennessee, George t 
Walton, Secretary of West Florida, acted as Governor of West t 
Florida and W. G. D. Worthington acted as Governor of East t 
Florida until the Territory of Florida was organized in the 
year of 1822. Until Governor Duval was inaugurated in 1822 
the F loridas were governed under ordinances promulgated by ;s 
Major General Anarew Jackson as Governor of the Floridas jj^ 
under commissions from the President, James Monroe, under |[ 
the first Act of March 3, 1821. Sec. C. G. L. 4735-63. ' 

TERRITORY OP FLORIDA UNDER AN ACT OF CONGRESS 
APPROVED MARCH 30, 1822 t 

The first Governor of the Tenitory of Florida was William 
P. Duval; the Secretary of the Territory was George Walton. 
They were appointed by President James Monroe. 

Members of the First Territorial Legislative Council were 
appointed by the President and were required by an Act of 
Congress, March 30, 182, to met on the second Monday in j 
June, 1822, at Pensacola, but actually convened on July 22, 

1822. The members from East Florida were more than a I 
month late in arriving at Pensacola because of stormy passage 
by water from St. Augustine around the coast to Pensacola. 

Members: J. C. Bronough, Henry M. Brackenridge, Richard, 
K. Call, Edgar Macon, Edmund Law, Wm. M. Gibson, Josephl 
M. Hernandez, John Miller, William Reynolds, Thomas Lytle, 
Bernardo Sequi, James H. Hanham, and Joseph M. White. 

Hernandez resigned and Greenberry Gaither was appointed; 
Sequi resigned and George Murray was appointed; Bracken- 
ridge resigned and John de la Rua was appointed; Joseph M. 
White resigned and Joseph Noriego was appointed. 

J. C. Bronough was chosen President and J. C. Connor, clerk 
of the council. Both died of yellow fever and Edmund Law 
was chosen President and Robert Mitchell, clerk to succeed 
them. 

During the yellow fever epidemic in Pensacola in August and 
September 1822, the Legislative Council held its sessions at the 
ranch of Don Manuel Gonzalez, north of Pensacola, called the 
Fifteen Mile House. 

The Second Legislative Council of the Ten-itory of Florida 
met in St. Augustine, Florida, in May of 1823. The members 
as appointed by the President of the United States were: 
George Mm-ray, Wm. Reynolds, Jos. Noriega, R. K. Call, Wm. , | 
Barnett, Gabriel W. Perpall, Edward W. Gibson, Wm. H. Sim- ! i 
mons, Octavius Mitchell, Peter Mitchell, John Bellamy, Zep- 
haniah Kingsley, Henry Yonge. The President was George 
Murray and the Clerk was F. J. Patio. This council appointed 



*1A11 these particulars are set forth in Mr. Ellicott's journal, Philadelphia 1803. (Coffee vs. Groover, 123 U. S. 1, text page 
and are matters of public history. See Ellicott's Journal: 13.) 
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nr W H Simmons of St. Augustine and Col. John Lee Wil- 
SmTof P™ola to locate a Capitol site for the Jemton^ 
The location selected was surveyed and called Tallanassee 
,ihe present Capitol of the State of Florida. 

The Third Legislative Council of the Territory of Florida 
coJJene'd at^allahassee in November of 1^,^ ?apitS°sS" 
Erected on the southeast corner of the present capitol sqiiaie. 
^rhe members were Wm. R. Reynolds, Peter Mitchell, Joseph 
M Hernandez Abraham Bellamy, John L. Doggett James 
Bright, Thom^ Russ. Jonathon Ri^hai'dson, Richard J. Comp^ 
ton John de la Rua, Joseph Noriega, Ben D. Wnght Josepn 
M Hernandez was chosen President of the Council and Sam- 
uel Fry, Clerk. 

The Fourth Council in 1825 contained t^e followmg new 
members (The complete list is not no^ available.) Joseph 
B LancLter John W Tone, James Deil, Alexander Douglass. 
,Afte™ tL'e members of the Council were elected from dis- 
tricts formed by the Governor. (Acts of May 15, 1826. See 
Compiled General Laws 1927 page 4736). 

the following members of the Council 
David C Pinkham, Robert McKin- 
non iieniy D. Stone, John Britt, Thomas Speight, William 
W?atrJames Dell, John Doggett. Edgar Macon. Peter Mitchell 
and Samuel Fry. 



December 12, 1839 to July 1, 1841 
Robert Raymond Reid. _Goyemor of Tenitory 



l^aiTt^. "::rZ::Z secretary of Tei^i^ry 

^phnMillel^. - ilZZZ^^^Z^TiJ^S 



r~j jj Austin 

John Wan-en:wililam P. Duval. Geo. S. Hawkins^-^^---^-^---^^^ 

Jame^ s:ilot,inson:;:Z:::::..^..^..^.--.^eci^te the senate 
Richard H. Long. Leigh Read, Peter W. Gautier 



Speaker of the House 
Clerk of the House 



James S. Gibson 

August 11, 1841 to June 15, 1844 
Richard K. call °l ^^^l 



Territory 

John Miiier^^.- ::':::::::::;:;:;;;::;Treasu_er 



Thomas H. DuvalZZ:ZZZZ 



In December 1826 
were elected: Peter Alba, 
non, Heni-y 



HOW THE TERRITORIAL COUNCIL WAS CHOSEN 

Under the Act of March 30, 1822, the Legislative Power^ of 
the Territory of Florida was "vested m the Governor and thi^^^ 
te-n of the most fit and discreet persons of the Teiiitory to 
be called the Legislative Council, who shall be appointed an- 
nLllv by the President of the United States by and with the 
"dvE Snd consent of the Senate, from among the citizens o 
the united States residing there." By an Act ^ C°ngiess ^ 
--av 15 1826 the Legislative Council was made elective from 
districts formed by the Governor. In 1829 the Coimcil was m- 
Sised in number and were elected from the comrties of th 
Tpn-itorv Bv an Act of Congress of July 7, 1838 the Legis- 
^trve CouncU was divided into a Senate and House of Repre- 
seiitatives, there being eleven Senators and twenty-six mem- 
bers of the House. 

OFFICERS OP THE TERRITORY AND 
THE STATE OF FLORIDA 



W HBroSbrough;""Geo." Walker. Pi-esident of the Senate 

Thomas Brown. Thomas T. Long Secretary of the Senate 

S'^T walker. James B. Lancaster Speakers of the House 

Hugh Archer '^^^^^ ^"-^ 

June 15, 1844, to June 1845 

Tnhn Branch Governor of Territory 

^SZS h Duval Secretary of Territory 

?pn w McCme President of the Senate 

^homls F mng Secretary of the Senate 

w rForwSd speaker of the House 

Hugh Archer ....Secretary - 



President of the convention. By 
1845, Florida was admitted. 



of Territory 



April 17, 1822 to April 24, 1834 

S^waC ;:;:;::;::::secrS^;TW Territory 

™lm McCarty:Z Secretary of the Territory 

James D. Westcott. Jr Secretary of the Temtory 

Davis Floyd. Charles H. Aust-n - Star 

Thomas Brown, John Y. Garey ° 

J c Bronough, Edmund Law. George Murray Joseph M. 
Hernandlz A Bellamy. H. D. Stone, John Doggett, Peter Alba. 
?ohn P Booth. John Warren, Richard Pitzpatrick-Presidents 
legislative Council. ^. „ 

John Coppinger Connor, Robert Mitehell. F. J. Fatio, Samuel 
Frv George E Tingle, A. Bellamy. Thomas Munroe John K. 
?ampben Joseph B.' Lancaster-Clerks of the Legislative 
Council. 

April 24, 1834 to March 16, 1836 

Tnbr, TT Faton Governor of Territory 

R H Welfoid ■.Z-Private Secretary to the Governor 

rpnK Walker Secretary of Territory 

Geo. Waikei.. Auditor 

rhos. Brown 

John ^Sren*^ Richard Pitzpatrick— Presidents of the 
lative Council. 

March 16, 1836 to December 12, 1839 
r^- I, ^ -cr na,u Governor of Territory 

SSf? guS"=::z:z:= of T^^ry 

Thomas BrJw^^^ S. Robinson^ CJerk 

the Senate 
Secretary of Senate 
Speaker of House 



John Miller „ + „f 

John Warren 

J. S. Robinson.. 
E. L. Drake- 



Joseph B 



. Lancaster Clerk 



of the House 

At" a'convention'held "at St. Jose^^^ Coast in 

1838-9 a constitution for the_future State of Florida was pro- 
mulgated, R. R. Reid being 
Act of Congress approved March 3 
as a State. 

GOVERNOR AND OFFICERS OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA 
By an Act of the Legislative Council approved Maaxh 11, 
1845 Governor John Branch, the last Territorial Governor 
was authorized to call a State election, wnich was held May 
26 1845, wnen a Governor, a Representative in Congress, and 
a Legislature were elected. The Legislature met at Tallahas- 
see on Jime 23, 1845. and with William D. Moseley, as Govern- 
or-elect, the State government was organized. David Levy 
(Yulee) and James D. Westcott, Jr., were elected by the Leg- 
isTatuie as the first two United States Senators from Florida. 
DavM Levy (Yulee) had been elected the first Itepresentative 
in Congress from Florida at the election held m May 26 1845. 
but upSn his lection as United States Senator by the Legisla- 
ture July. 1845, he resigned as such Representative -elect and 
in t spec al election contest between E. C. Cabell and W. H. 
Brokenbrough. the latter was seated as the first Representa- 
tiv from pSa in the Congress of the United States. He was 
succeeded by E. C. CabeU. 

June 1845 to 1849 
Governor and other officers including the Cabinet of the 
State of Florida: onvemor 

William D. Moseley •- - V " • " 

James T Archer, Augustus E. Maxwell Secretaries of State 

Nathaniel P. Bemis. Simon ^o^^^^-^ -^^-j^;:o^ 
Joseph Branch, A. E. Maxwell, Jas. T. Archer^D^P.^Hogue.^.^^^ 
^^MByrd;- William R. Hayward...........-..^aJ. ^a^er 

Oscar rMyers Govemor-s secretary 

Sert Butler Surveyor General 

James A. Berthelot. D. H. Mays. D. G. McLane^ E^^.^Tracy^^^ 

Thomas-F: King. Hugh Archer. C. Downmg..^^.,-^^-^^ 

'^'fVSm' '^'^'^ """'"'.^^S^r"^ Se House 
Mariano D. Papy. W. B. Lancaster Clerk of the House 

1849-1853 

„, „ Governor 

Thomas Brown - opcrltarv of State 

'^^.Z-Be'^r' :Z:=^omptroner^SS^ ^counts 

William R. Hayward, Charles H. Austin... ^^^IfaT/^^^nds 

David S. Walker - - - Register of Pub ic I^nds 

David P. Hogue - ^ '/TfL 4nate 

of House R. J. Floyd President of the senate 



..Treasurer 
Legis- 
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John B. Galbraith, Neill McPherson.... Secretary of the Senate 

Hugh Archer, A. K. Allison..... Speaker of the Ho'use 

W. H. Milton, John Dick Clerk 

1853-1857 

James E. Broome Governor 

p. L. Villepique Secretary of State 

T. W. Brevard Comptroller 

Charles H. Austin State Treasurer 

M. D. Papy Attorney General 

David S. Walker Register of Public Lands 

H. V. Snell, Phillip Dell President of the Senate 

D. G. Livingston, S. J. Perry Secretary of the Senate 

W. P. Russell, H. V. Snell Speaker of the House 

John S. Purviance Secretary of the Senate 

Hugh A. Corley Clerk of the House 

1857-1861 

M. S. Perry Governor 

P. L. Villepique Secretary of State 

T. W. Brevard, R. C. Williams Comptroller 

Charles H. Austin Tieasurer 

M. D. Papy Attorney General 

David S. Walker, Hugh A. Corley Register of Public Lands 

John Pinlayson, T. J. Eppes President of the Senate 

John E. Bowden, B. P. Parker Secretary of the Senate 

John B. Galbraith Speaker of the House 

James D. Westcott, III Secretary to the Governor 

R. B. Hilton, A. J. Peeler Clerk of the House 

1861-1865 

John Milton Governor 

P. L. Villepique, B. P. Allen Secretary of State 

Walter Gwyim Comptroller 

C. H. Austin Treasurer 

J. B. Galbraith Attorney General 

Hugh A. Corley Register of Public Lands 

T. J. Eppes, E. J. Vann, A. K. Allison.. ..President of the Senate 
J. B. Whitehurst, E. J. Judah, P. L. Villepique 

Secretary of the Senate 

J. B. Galbraith, S. B. Love, T. J. Eppes, Phillip Dell 

Speaker of the House 

A. J. Peeler, T. B, Barefoot, W. P. Byniun.. ..Clerk of the House 
Governor Milton died April 1, 1865, and Col. A. K. Allison, 

President of the Senate acted as Governor until July, 1865. 
July, 1865- January, 1866 

William Marvin Governor (Provisional) 

S. J. Douglas Secretary to the Governor 

1865-1868 

David S. Walker Governor 

William W. J. Kelly Lt. Governor 

B. P. Allen Secretary of State 

Walter Gwynn, John Beard ... Comptroller 

C. H. Austin State Treasurer 

John B. Galbraith Attorney General 

P. L. Villepique Secretary of the Senate 

Joseph J. Williams Speaker of the House 

William Fisher Secretary to the Governor 

W. P. Bynum Clerk of the House 

1868-1873 

Harrison Reed ; Governor 

W. H. Gleason, E. C. Weeks, S. T. Day, W. D. Bloxham* 

Lt. Governor 

Geo. J. Alden, J. C. Gibbs Secretary of State 

J. D. Westcott, Jr., A. R. Meek, Sherman Conant, J. B. C. 

Drew, H. Bisbee, J. B. C. Emmons Attorney General 

Robert H. Gamble Comptroller 

Simon B. Conover Treasurer 

Prank W. Webster Surveyor General 

C, Thurston Chase, Charles Beecher 

Superintendent of Public Instruction 

Geo. B. Carse, John Vamum Adjutant General 

Oscar E. Austin, J. S. Adams Commissioner of Immigi-ation 

J. M. Krimminger. President Pro Tern of the Senate 

W. L. Apthorp, Charles Mundee, Joseph Bowles 

Secretary of the Senate 

W. W. Moore, M. L. Steams..... Speaker of House 

W. F. Bynum, H. E. Russell, M. H. Clay Clerk of House 

1873-1877 

Ossian B. Hart (died March 18, 1874) Governor 



*Bloxham was elected, but was deprived of his office through 

legislative action. 



Marcellus L. steams (from March 1874 to Jan. 1877) Governor 

A. L. McCaskill President Pro Tern Senate 

S. B. McLin Secretary of State 

William A. Cocke .Attorney General 

C. A. Cowgill Comptroller 

Charles H. Poster State Treasurer 

S. B. McLin Acting Superintendent of Public Instruction 

William Watkins Hicks Supt. of Public Instruction 

Hugh A. Corley, Dennis Eagan 

Commisioner of Lands and Immigration 

J. B. Varnum Adjutant General 

M. Martin, Thomas Hannah Speaker of the House 

Hugh A. Corley, Joseph Bowes Secretary of the Senate 

H. S. Harman (colored) Clerk of the House 

1877-1881 

Geo. P. Drew Governor 

Noble A. Hull Lieutenant Governor 

W. D. Bloxham, F. W. A. Rankin, Jr Secretary of State 

Geo. P. Raney Attorney General 

Columbus Drew Comptroller 

Walter Gwynn Treasurer 

William P. Haisley Superintendent of Public Instruction 

Hugh A. Corley Commissioner of Lands and Immigration 

J. J. Dickison Adjutant General 

C. E. Dyke, Jr., L. B. Wombwell 

Private Secretary to the Governor 

A. L. McCaskill, W. D. Barnes President Pro Tem Senate 

C. E. Dyke State Printer 

Robert Gamble, J. G. Gibtaes Secretary of the Senate 

Geo. G. McWhorter, Charles Doughtery. ...Speaker of the House : 

W. F. Bynum Clerk of the House 

Seth French Commissioner of Immigration Bureau 

R. C. Long Assistant Commissioner of Immigration Bureau 

1881-1885 

William D. Bloxham Governor 

L. W. Bethel Lieutenant Governor 

John L. Crawford ..Secretary of State 

Geo. P. Raney Attorney General 

William D. Barnes Comptroller 

H. A. L'Engle Treasurer 

E. K. Foster, A. J. Russell Supt. of Public Instniction 

Hugh A. Corley, P. W. White 

Commissioner of Lands and Immigration 

J. E. Yonge Adjutant General 

N. M. Bowen State Printer 

S. L. Niblack, J. G. Spear President Pro Tem of the Senate 

J. J. Harris, Charles Dougherty Speaker of the House 

W. H. Babcock Secretary of the Senate 

W. P. Bynum Clerk of the House 

Ormond Chaires Private Secretary to the Governor 

A. A. Robinson Commissioner of Immigi-ation Bureau 

R. C. Long Assistant Commissioner of Immigration Bureau 

1885-1889 

E, A. Perry Governor 

M. H. Mabry Lieutenant Governor 

John L. Crawford Secretary of State 

CM. Cooper Attorney General 

W. D. Barnes - Comptroller 

E. S. Crill Treasurer 

A. J. Russell Superintendent of Public Instruction 

C. L. Mitchell Commissioner of Lands and Immigration 

David Lang Adjutant General 

L. B. Wombwell, J. B. Whitfield Secretary to the Governor 

J. G. Spear, J. W. Whidden.... President Pro Tem of the Senate 

William MacWilliams, C. A. Pinley Secretary of the Senate 

R. W. Davis, S. Pasco, G. H. Browne Speaker of the House 

W. H. Reynolds Cleark of the House 

Geo. G. McWhorter, E. J. Vann, William Himes 

Railroad Commissioners 

John G. Ward Secretary 

1889-1893 

Francis P. Flemin&_. Governor 

Patrick Houstoun, Joseph B. Wall, Jefferson S. Browne 

President of the Senate 

J, L. Gaskins, J. B. Johnson Speaker of the House 

John L. Crawford Secretary of State 

W. B. Lamar Attorney General 

W. D. Barnes, W. D. Bloxham Comptroller 

P. J. Pons, E. J. Triay Treasurer 
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„ Commissioner oi AgriciUi-are 

^- SS^r SuperinteS of Public Instruction 

A. J. Russeil - '^"t' Adjutant Ueneral 

bavid Lang - State Cueiiust 

Viormaji Robinson.„.^ Secretary to tne Governor 

E. J. Triay, C, A. tmiey.- " „ „f f>,o s^pnatfi 



Secretary of the Senate 
Clerk of tne House 



2. A. Pinley 

B. R. Milam, W. F. Bynum 

3eo. G. McWhorter, E. J. Vann, Wm.^Himes.^.-^-^^^.^^.^^^^^ 

— Secretary 

JJ:^^.D:^Sei:w:B:Henderson;w:|.H^^^ 

The Railroad commission was abolished in 1891 and re-es- 
tablished in 1897. 

1893-1897 

.Governor 

H. L. MitchelL....._.-.._:_..-^--- :;.President of the Senate 

W. H. Reynolds, F. T. Myers^-^.^^^.--^^ Speakei'oJ^ toe House 



„ , ...Adjutant General 

J. C. R. Poster - - g^^tg Chemist 

R. E. Rose - state Auditor 

Ernest Arnos - - ..Assistant Auditor 

■ A ■<^immoiis ' Secretary to the Governor 

i r r Btafey ' secretary of the Senate 

T. J. Appleyard, C. A. Finiey ^^^^^ ^^^^ 

J. G. Kellum - - g^^^g Geologist 

Jef?ersoTB!^rowne,R:Hudsoni^^^^ 

N. A. Blitch - 

Royal C. Duim 



..Railroad Commissioners 
.Secretary 



Governor 



John B. Johnston, w. b. jeimniso "secretary of State 

John L. Crawford - .Attorney General 

W. B. Lamar.. Comptr 

W. D. Bloxham.-..- Treasmer 

C. B. Collins...... -- - coirirnissione:- of Agriculture 

br ^ ^^^''':::;::;::::;;:superintendent of ^^j-f^z 



1909-1913 

^'''£SSS;w;v;-w::::;:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::--.. oomp5^„ 



A. 

W. 



C. Lunmg - 

C. Lvming, W. A. McRae. 



.Treasurer 



W. N. Sheats °ui.c. ^ Adjutant General 

Patrick Houstoun State Ciiemist 

W. A. Rawls - g^ate Oil Inspector 

E. J. Triay - Secretary to the Governor 

David Lang Assistant Secretary to the Governor 

C. L. Shine -•■-■f - -,„„Ve^d Secretary to the Senate 

C. A. Fmley, T. J. Appieyara ^^^^^ ^.^^ House 

W. F. Bynum 

1897-1901 

Governor 

W. D. Bloxham -— - Prpsident of the Senate 

C J. Perrenot, Frank Adams speaker of the House 

D. H. Mays, Robert McNamee sea^tary of State 

John L. Crawford - Attorney General 

W. B. Lamar - .Comptroller 

W. H. Reynolds -.^-Vf '^iH Treasurer 

C. B, Collins, J B. Whitfield ^^—^^^r of Agriculture 

L. B. Wombweli superintendent of Public Instructiori 

W. N. Sheats bupeiinuci u Adjutant General 

Patrick Houstoun : g^^^^^ chemist 

W. A. Rawls Secretary to the Governor 

David Lang._-^^- -- Asistant Secretray to the Governor 

James H. Ranaoipii Secretary Oi the Senate 

T. J. Appleyard - cievk of the House 

I- i: M^son^IL R Day: John m:W.^<J^ 



V. Knott, J 

roTle^ " " "■ ""commissioner of Agriculture 

w: m: Hollowa^=:;;;superintendent of Publ^I^t^ 

Ernest Amos... - Assistant Auditor 

' ;:;::..:;;;;.Adjutant General 

..state Chemist 
State Geologist 



J. C. R. Foster 
R. E. Rose 

T WhftffeM :.":Z:::....Secretary to the Governor 
G. T. Whltlieia - oo„,.„ta™ nf thP Sftnate 



C. A. Finiey 

J. G. Kellum 

R. Hudson Burr 



Secretary of the Senate 
Clerk of the House 



Governor 



L. Morgan 

John L. Neeley.. 



.Secretary 



1901-1905 



W 



Governor 



N A. Blitch, Royal C. Dunn 

Railroad Commissioners 

s/e! CoW)rjrWiil' Yon:i;:i;;:; secretary 

1913-1917 

H 'J Orarles e: Da^s:::::;:::::::::President of the senate 
|n^L.7a?|,^ai. A. Hardee ^-^o^.S 

W. V Knott - - sUte Treasurer 

w A Mcnle ::::.::.";.:."."cornmissioner of Agiiculture 
w' ^' Sheats Superintendent of Public Instruction 

7'r R Foster Adjutant General 

J. C. R. i-oster g^^^^^ Chemist 

ErnesrAmos:R:ZGray:M:"'c:M^^^^^ State Auditor 

G. T. Whitfield, R. A. Gray, W. P- f^^^^-^ -to- the-'G^^^ 
TTHumrH srott " Chairman of the State Road Department 

^ A PinW Secretary of the Senate 

C- A. 511^ f,^- - Clerk of the House 

J. G. Kellum.. g^^^^g Geologist 

t". R. Hod^ges^;.!::::::::' -^'^ Shell Fish Commissioner 



r^S^rS!r:-^^ Aa^:=^^ % r ^<^--^^:..^:..^:.^^S t^ commissioners 

J. W. Watson, 



W B. Lamar, J. B. 
W H Reynolds, A. C. Croom.. 
J.B. Whitfield, W. V. Knott.. 



Comptroller 
Treasurer 

Cornmissioner of Agriculture 



J. Will Yon.. 



..Secretary 



It QheS. supenntendent of Public Instruction 
^atdck Ho«; W-; a; MacWimams, J. C. R. Foster.. .. .. . 



1917-1921 



Adjutant General 
State Auditor 



W/ Vrknottrw- H. Ellis, Ernest Amos gTalte ChemTst 



-■ - , ....secretary 

T. J. Appleyaid ^.-^^^.^ of the House 

W. F. Bynum .^.j^-.-:^^^--^- ---— - ^ Hudson Burr 

H. E. Day, John M. Bryan, John L. Commissioners 

■ i^';^" ...Secretary 

John L. Neeley, Royal C. Dunn 

1905-1909 

Governor 

N. B. Broward .Presi*dent of the Senate 

Park Ti-ammell W. H^JJ^JJ^^^'I .. .Speaker of the House 

A. W. Gilchrist, E. S. Matthews >^ secretary of S+ate 

H. C. Crawford - Attorney Ge^eval 

W. H. Ellis ■ " Co-npt-oHe'- 

A. C. Croom - Treasurer 

W. V. Knott Commissioner 'of Agriculture 

^. M.^way:::;:;::::superintendent of public instruction 



..Governor 

Sidney J. Catts President of the Senate 

John B. Johnson, J. E. Calkins c|^pXr of the House 

Cary A. Hardee. Geo. H. Wilder ^P^^eJetary of State 

H C. Crawford : a^+nvTiPv General 

Thomas F. West. Van C. Swearmgen ^^^''""conStroUer 

Ernest Amos..... Treasurer 

R. E. Rose.... .-^^ state Auditor 

!?V. Burke. J. S Blitch, Sidney J. J/^' t? the Sovernor 

Miss Ruth Catts ^ ^ t? " t ' Patterson J S Blitch. 

John Neel, John S. Edwards, R. J. ^It^te Taix Commissioners 

'Law repealed December 3. 1918. Extra session^ 
J. Clifford R. Foster, J. B. Chnstiar). James McCante.^^^^^^^^i 
,T. Catts. Jr 
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C. A. Finley Secretary of Senate 

J. G. Kellum, R. A. Green ...Clerk of the House 

E. H. Sellards State Geologist 

Jerry W. Carter State Hotel Commissioner 

J. A. Williams State Shellfish Commissioner 

R. Hudson Burr, N. A. Blitch, Royal C. Dunn 

Railroad Commissioners 

Lewis G. Thompson Secretary 

1921-1925 

Cary A. Hardee - Governor 

W. A. MacWilliams, T. T. TurnbtUl President of the Senate 

F. E. Jennings, L. D. Edge Speaker of the House 

H. C. Crawford - Secretary of State 

Rivers Buford - Attorney General 

Ernest Amos Comptroller 

J. C. Luning... Treasui-er 

W. N. Sheats, W. S. Cawthon Supt. of Public Instruction 

W. A. McRae, Nathan Mayo Commissioner of Agriculture 

M. L. Dawson, L. B. Edwards Secretary to the Governor 

C. P. Lovell, J. C. R. Foster Adjutant General 

R. A. Gray, J. Will Yon, M. C. Mcintosh... State Auditor 

R. E. Rose ... State Chemist 

H. B. Phillips .• Chairman State Road Department 

Herman Gunter State Geologist 

C. A. Finley .....Secretary of the Senate 

B. A. Meginniss Clerk of the House 

M. L. Dawson State Tax Equalizer 

Jerry W. Carter State Hotel Commissioner 

T. R. Hodges State Shellfish Commissioner 

R. Hudson Burr, N. A. Blitch, Royal C. Dunn, A. S. Wells, 

A. D. Campbell, E. S. Matthews Railroad Commissioners 

Lewis G. Thompson Secretary 

1925-1929 

John W. Martin Governor 

John S. Taylor, W. S. Anderson President of the Senate 

C. A. Finley Secretary of the Senate 

A. Y. Milam, Fred H. Davis Speaker of the House 

H. C. Crawford. Secretary of State 

Rivers Buford, J. B. Johnson, Fred H. Davis....Attoniey General 

Ernest Amos Comptroller 

J. C. Luning, W. V. Knott Treasurer 

W. V. Knott, W. S. MuiTow Auditor 

Nathan Mayo Commisioner of Agriculture 

W. S. Cawthon Superintendent of Public Instruction 

W. T. Cash State Librarian 

J. C. R. Poster, Vivian Collins Adjutant General 

R. E. Rose State Chemist 

Herman Gunter State Geologist 

P. A. Hathaway, Mrs. A. R. Porter.... Secretary to the Governor 
H. B. Phillips, P. A. Hathaway 

Chairman State Road Department 

J. B. Royall State Game Warden 

T. R. Hodges Shellfish Commissioner 

Jen-y W. Carter State Hotel Commissioner 

M. L. Dawson Tax Equalizer 

R. Hudson Bun-, A. S. Wells, E. S. Matthews, R. L. Eaton and 

Mrs. Mamie G. Eaton Railroad Commissioners 

Lewis G. Thompson Secretary 

1929-1933 

Doyle E. Carlton Governor 

J, J. Parrish, Pat Whitaker President of the Senate 

C. A. Finley Secretary Emeritus of the Senate 

Robt. W. Davis Secretary of the Senate 

Mallie Martin, D. P. Carlton Secretary to the Governor 

S. W. Getzen, E. Clay Lewis, Jr., Speaker of the House 

Frank Webb Clerk of the House 

H. C. Crawford, Will M. Igou, R. A. Gray.-.Secretary of State 

Fred H. Davis, Cary D. Landis Attorney General 

Ernest Amos Comptroller 

W. V. Knott State Treasurer 

W. S. Cawthon..... Superintendent of Public Insti-uction 

Nathan Mayo ..Commissioner of Agriculture 

W. S. Murrow State Auditor 

Vivian Collins Adjutant General 

Henry Hanson State Health Officer 

R. E. Rose, L. R. Leigh, J. J. Taylor State Chemist 

Herman Gunter State Geologist 

L. A. Perkins. Marshal Supreme Court 

C. C. Woodward State Game Warden 

W. T. Ca^h State Librarian 



E. G. Strickland Shellfish Commissioner 

J. W. Carter, B. H. Bostain State Hotel Commissioner 

W. S. McLin Motor Vehicle Commissioner 

F. A. Hathaway, Robert Bentley, H. H. Wells 
Chairman State Road Department 

E. S. Matthews, Mrs. R. L. Eaton, A. S. Wells, L. D. Reagan, 
Mrs. Mamie Eaton Greene, Tucker Savage — Railroad Com- 
missioners. 

Lewis G. Thompson Secretary 

Marion L. Dawson, Frank Drew Tax Equalizer 

(Abolished 1931). 

1933 

David Sholtz _ Governor 

T. G. Futch, William C. Hodges President of the Senate 

C. A. Finley Secretary Emeritus of the Senate 

Robert W. Davis Secretary of the Senate 

Peter Tomasello, Jr., W. B. Bishop Speaker of the Housd 

Prank Webb, W. G. Starry Clerk of the House], 

R. A. Gray Secretary of State 

Cary D. Landis Attorney General 

J. M. Lee Comptroller 

W. V. Knott... Treasurer 

W. S. Cawthon .....Superintendent of Public Instruction 

Nathan Mayo Commissioner of Agriculture 

James P. Newell Secretary to the Governor 

W. T. Cash State Librarian 

Vivian Collins Adjutant General 

Bryan Willis Auditor 

J. J. Taylor State Chemist 

Herman Gunter State Geologist 

C. B. Ti-eadway Chairman Road Department 

Geo. H. Wilder Motor Vehicle Commissioner 

James B. Sullivan State Hotel Commissioner 

Geo. W. Davis Game Commissioner 

L. A. Perkins Marshal Supreme Court 

Henry Hanson State Health Officeiji 

E. S. Matthews, Mrs. Mamie Eaton Greene, W. B. Douglas 

Jerry W. Carter Railroad Commissioners 

Lewis G. Thompson Secretary 

AMERICAN GOVERNORS OP FLORIDA 

East and West Florida 
Major General Andrew Jackson Governor of East and West 
Florida— 1821-1822. 

TERRITORY OF FLORIDA 

W. P. Duval, Governor— 1822-1834. 
John H. Eaton— 1834-1836. 
Richard K. Call— 1836-1839. 
Robert Raymond Reid — 1839-1841. 
Richard K. Call— 1841-1844. 
John Branch— 1844-1845. 

GOVERNORS OF THE STATE OP FLORIDA 

Wm. D. Moseley— 1845-1849. 
Thomas Brown— 1849-1853. 
James E. Broome — 1853-1857. 
Madison S. Perry— 1857-1861. 
John Milton— 1861-1865. 

A. K. Allison, President of the Senate acting — 1865. 
Wm. Marvin, Pi-ovisional — 1865-1866. 
David S. Walker— 1866-1868. 
Harrison Reed— 1868-1873. 
Osian B. Hart — 1873-1874. 
M. L. Steams— 1874-1877. 
Geo. F. Drew— 1877-1881. 
W. D. Bloxham— 1881-1885. 

E. A. Perry— 1885-1889. 

F. P. Fleming— 1889-1893. 
H. L. Mitchell— 1893-1897. 
W. D. Bloxham — 1897-1901. 
W. S. Jennings— 1901-1905. 
N. B. Broward — 1905-1909. 
A. W. Gilchrist^l909-1913. 
Park Trammell — 1913-1917. 
S. J. Catts~1917-1921. 
Cary A. Hardee— 1921-1925. 
John W. Martin— 1925-1929. 
Doyle E. Carlton— 1929-1933. 
David Sholtz — 1933- 
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46 , * IT Maxwell H L. Mitchell. William ■ 

bald Winter Bethel, A. E. Maxwell, McClellan, ■ 

COURT JUDGES OF THE Cocke. David S. Walkei ^^ison W D. Barnes, Johri ■ 

' toSrITORY of FLORIDA „ E^K. Foster, J. D. Broome A- HaJ^o"^ ^ ^^1^^ ^ 

.fnv T1 w Wair Henry M. Brackenndge, f; ^j^j^ William B. Young^, RhyUon m o 2 

i Richard C. Allen, Wilharn W. f ^^;,g"^.^carmack, John A. wm^^^j.^^^, Barron PMliPS. ^f^i,. j. Reeves. B. H. 

Alfred Belch. I^^^^^^^Ss (afterwards Justice ol the Su- J^^^^^, ^inor S Jones Joseph Wal^ i.^ ^^^.^^.^^ ^ ^ 

'Cameron, Sarnuel J^ Douglas ^ai.e^ Governor of the ^^^^^^ S Bullock James T. wu^, ^ ^ Whitney, 

rpreme Court) , WiUiam P. Du^ Randall, R. R- Reid, ^^^.^ j g. Wolfe J- ^^^^"'es^W M. F. Home, 

Territoi-y), Wimam Maivin B. Woodward. l. W. Bethel, d A Simmons. H. P. Bran- 

^joseph L. smith, James Webb, AUgu FLORIDA Geo. Couper Gibbs, D J. Jones D^ a ^ ^ ^^^^^^^ 

,.xTED ---j-^^Si^'ofAppf^^^^^ n iaS..'rri'^sj£\\-— is.^. 

I presiding Judge, Circuit Comtoa yi^ ^^^ ^^^^ (also J„ A Thr-asher, A. V. Long, E. C. Dans ^ 

District Judges-Isaac N Bro^^n j^^j^^^^, t. J. Boyn- fj^^^^'^^^^tt T. Gray, H. F. Atkinson, M^D^ P^^^e. ^ ^ 

provisional Governor l^^^i^^g^ jxjhn A. Bingham. James ^ Parks, W. T. Harnspn, J/- '^se ' H. C. Pette- 

iton, Philip Fraser J°^n McKinney, ^^^^ Cheney, Lane, .^h, J. C. B Koonce A. J Ro^e ^.^^.^^ 

W. Locke, Thomas Settle, Chari Alexander Aker- C.^ ^ ^^^^.^^^ "^l^.iA'^w'^^Jeht E^wyn Thomas. J. B. 

Rhydon M. Caj 1, W^B Sheppa^ , ^ ^ ^^^^^ ^Barker, T. F. West, W W^ ™ton John U. Bird, M. G. 

iman, H. L. Rittei. L. sou _ FLORIDA Johnson, Hal W. Adams O.L. ^^^^^'^^.^^ A. smith, Vin- 

BerS^min D. Wright-;C. J 1853K 186O-I868). ators from Florida, f61-1865_ 

Charles H. Duponfr-a854-1860) 1 ^ j 3. owens^ |„^erson, John P. Sand- 
Byrd M. Pearson-tl856-1859) . ^^j^^ M. Mart^^pV B DawkuS-^ States 
Wmiam A. f^^^a^-'^-'^n'JJe 5) ^Became Governor iii 1866) . ^^.^^^ Jackson Morton. J^^^^^^ °ohn M. Martin, the grand- 
David S. Walker-i 1860-186 5) ^« C. j 1887-1889)- congressmen from Floiida CoL Jonn ^^^^ survivor of 
Augustus E. Maxwell-a865 ^^^^^^ ?°T."°'J°^ess dyi^g at Ocala in 1921. Governor 
1889-1891). Tseg) the Confederate Congress, ay ing a ^^^^ ^ ^^^^ 
James M. Baker-a865-1868) . ^^^^ ^ ^^,tin was also a S^^™ ^ephen R. Mallory. 
Samuel J. D°"Sj^\^c j 1868-1885). ,„ ,„,3) David Levy Yulee, J^'^^fP-JSi ^^eS in 1865 but not 
Edwin M. R^"^^"^^i?-i873) .Became Governor in 1873) . ^^^^^ j^^rto^, Wilkmson Gail select ^^^^^^^ ^ g_ 
O^i^'" wo=!t^tt Ji -< 1868-1885) . seated) , Wimam Marvin (1865, el^^^^^^^^^ ^ ^^^^^^ Ct^^^. 
James D. Westcott Ji _ i«> .j, ^ Osborn. Abijah G Deii^» Stephen R. Mallory. 
Franklin F^^^^-^Surgi^^ • W. Jones. Wilkinson Can, Samuel Pa^^^^ Mil- 
Robert B. van yalkenburgn gg^^ .p Taliaferro, Wiham James ^ ^ jegse J. Fin- 
Seorge G. McWhorter-<a J- 1889-1894) . Sn, D^U. Fletcher, N. P. Bryan, Park Tiamme^^i^^ ^^^^^^ 
George P. ^^^.^yr , i ft88 S (Became Governor m 1893) . wn. ^ appointed ad interim R^ H^ appointed ad 

'9°=' ■■ i„ s Llddon-IC. J. 1894)-(1695-1896) . ,Ueb would have elected torn Sem». ^^^^^^ 

Beniamin S_ L'ddon ^j^, Hernandez. R. K. Call. S'omgres tvotn tlie Ter- 

rrancisB. Caliei w .qno)— mg, Lavld Levy 'Yulee)— DelesaMS lo 

H. #US-<W15-I9f 'js^'i^^^^^^^^^ 5°H. smlthwl*. Frank C^,K «; "^"'i.^j; liardln Peler- 

S!b"/w^nma9iJ!^?f f^9- r-MSriSoi. r-S£d CaldweU-Unlted States Con- 

1 William Bryson, W. J • Keiiy, w . w . 
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Jr., Prank E. Jennings, W. D. Pinlayson, Joseph L. Earman, 
H. Clay Ai-mstrong, J. B. Hughes, H. J. Brett, J. T. Diamond, 
John B. Sutton, Hariy B. Minium, Wm. W. Plournoy, W. L. 
Weaver, John C. Cooper, Jr., A. H. Blanding, W. B. Davis, Ed- 
ward W. Lane, Prank J. Wideman, Raymond P. Maguire, G. H. 
Baldwin, Alfred H. Wagg, Oliver J. Semmes, Harry C. Duncan. 

STATE AUDITORS 
1903-1935 

W. V. Knott. W. H. Ellis, Ernest Amos, R. A. Gray, J. Will 
Yon, W. V. Knott, W. S. Muitow, Bryan Willis. Assistant 
State Auditors: Edward Aiken Crawford, W. B. Sadler, Henry 
Curtis, M. C. Mcintosh, R. A. Gray, E. I. Mathews, LeRoy 
Campbell, H. L. -Pearce, W. M. Wainwright, W. R. Hudspeth, 
E. G. Hanselt, John W. William, Kent Pendleton, A. J. Henry, 
J. B. Wetherington, Wm. M. Smith, James W. Stephens, W. 
.Y. Mickle, J. M. Cooley, W. M. Abernethy, W. C. Goodjohn, 
Bernard A. Luning, J. H. Wentworth. 

MEMBERS OP THE STATE TAX COMMISSION 
1913-1918 

John Neel, John S. Edwards, Robert J. Paterson, J. S. Blitch, 
J. V. Burke. Abolished in 1918, Chapter 7751 Extra Session, 
December 3, 1918. 

Tax Equalizer, (1921-1931): Marion Dawson, Fi'ank Drew. 
Abolished in 1931. 



MEMORIAL EXERCISES 
Commemorating the 
One Hundi-edth Anniversary 
of the birth of 
WILLIAM D. BLOXHAM 
Twice Governor of Florida 
1881-1885 and 1897-1901 
Senate Chamber, State Capital 
Tallahassee, Florida 
July 9, 1935, Eleven A. M. 

Welcome Honorable David Sholtz, Governor of Florida 

Presentation Senate Memorial Resolution — Hon. W. C. Hodges, 

President of the Senate. 
Response — Hon. Leroy Collins, Representative from Leon 
County. 

Address Judge E. C. Love 

Memorial by the Governor and his Cabinet — Presentation by 

Hon. R. A. Gray. 
Memorial by the Justices of the Supreme Coui-t — Presentation 

by Presiding Justice W. H. Ellis. 
Memorials by Individuals. 
Music by the Capital City Band. 
Guard of Honor from Company M, 124th Infantry. 



General Committee 

James B. Whitfield, Chairman; Albert H. Roberts, Vice 
Chairman; P. A. Rhodes, Miss Sallie E. Blake, Dr. R. S. Cot- 
terill, Miss Marjorie Pain, Mrs. H. E. Graham. 

Committee on Pi'ogram 

W. T. Cash, Chairman; George Anderson, C. Beville, Al B. 
Block, Mrs. Nathan P. Bryan, Mrs. J. W. Collins, J. C. Comp- 
ton, Joseph A. Cawthon, Miss Genevieve Crawford, Mrs. Wal- 
ter V. Culley, J. S. Earman, Herbert U. Peibelman, Henry L. 
Grady, P. C. Groover, Mrs. P. P. Hamilton, T. P. Jones, J. V. 
Keen, W. V. Knott, J. P. Koscielny, Mrs. Meade A. Love, W. 
M. Mcintosh, Jr., L. A. Perkins, Geo. P. Raney, P. A. Rhodes, 
Theo. T. Turnbull, G. T. Whitfield, Henry S. Wrenn, JuUen 
C. Yonge. 

Committee on AiTangements 
Claude Pepper, Chairman; Albert H. Roberts, Vice Chair- 
man; Drew C. Adams, Edwin Barnes, R. Hudson Burr, Acey C. 
Carraway, R. H. Chason, William Child, Miss Nancy Choate, 
J. Frank Cochi-an, O. C. Collins, Vivian Collins. Dr. E. S. Cot- 
terill. Miss MaiT Lamar Davis, C. L. Demilly, Mrs. Nan Ran- 
dolph Dozier, Joseph A. Edmondson, John L. Fain, W. R. Gait, 
Mrs. John W. Henderson, Mrs. A. J. Henry, Mrs. W. S. Jen- 
nings, J. B. Johnson, George E. Lewis, Dr. W. E. Lewis, D. M. 
Lowry, W. H, Markham, W. L. Marshall, Hugh L. Mays, B. A. 
Meginniss, Mrs. J. F. Miller, Jr., Frank D. Moor, A. P. Mc- 
Caskill, Guyte P. McCord, P. B. McDougal, W. S. McLin, Mrs. 
Annie B. McRae, Charles Mm'chison, W. J. Oven, Dr. H. E. 
Palmer, O. C. Parker, Jr., Miss Sarah W. Partridge, Floumoy 
Phillips. Alphonse Pichard, George B. Perkins. Theo Proctor, 



W. A. Register, G. W. Rhodes, Geo. W. Saxon, Cade E. Shackle- 
ford, John A. Scruggs, W. D. Stoutamire, Morton Turnley, W. 
May Walker, Leonard. A. Wesson, Miss Mary T. Whitfield, F. 
B. Winthrop, Dr. W. F. Yai'brough, L. C. Yeager, J. Ernest 
Yonge. 

Committee on Decorations 
Lewis M. Lively, Chairman; C. C. Ashenhart, Robt. L. Ban- 
nerman, W, A. Bass, W, P. Bevis, Mrs. R. P. Bradford, B. H. 
Bridges, Douglas Burnette, Miss Sarah Biirwell, A. Bernard 
Byrd, Mrs. James M. Carson, Miss Ruth Catts, E, G. Chesley, 
Miss Hattie Coles, W. K. Collins, Chas. J. Deeb, Robt. W, Duval, 
Fred C. Elliott, Lonnie Farris, Breckenridge Gamble, Mrs. Geo. 
H. Gwynn, Sr., Frank S. Hartsfield, George L. Henderson, C. 
L. Holton, W. Barnes Hopkins, Mrs. R. L. Hunt, W. N. Keith, 
John G. Kellum, Paul V. Lang, Miss Gertrude P. L'Engle, Mrs. 
A. V. Long, Pasco Love, Bernard A. Luning, Mrs. B. A. Megin- 
niss, Ivan Munroe, Mi-s. Wm. Blount Myers, Mrs. John Earle 
Perkins, Eugene Pichard, C. Pred Pierson, Mi's. L. V. Ragan, 
Mrs. H. N. Sandler, Mrs. Raymond B. Sensabaugh, Mrs. Cheev- 
er L. Shine, A. C. Spiller, Prank Stoutamire, Mrs. Louie W. 
Strum, Lewis G. Thompson, Mrs. Thos. P. Turner, Sam Wahn- 
ish, J. E. Whitehead, B. C. Whitfield, Mrs. G. T. Whitfield, W. 
E. Williams. 

Committee on Flowers 

Mrs. N. W. Eppes, Honorary Chairman; Mrs. E. M. Brevard, 
Chairman; Mrs. J. R. Alford, Mrs. Geo. H. Apthorp, Mrs. Ed- 
win Barnes, Mrs. W. A. Bass, Mrs. Geo. W. Betton, Mrs. W. B. 
Bishop, Miss Blanche Blake, Mrs. B. J. Bond, Mrs. N. M. Bow- 
en, Mrs. R. H. Bradford, Mrs. Armstead Brown, Mrs. Rivers H. 
Buford, Mrs. Roy Campbell. Mrs. H. E. Carter, Mrs. W. T. 
Cash, Mrs. W. S. Cawthon, Mi-s. B. C. Chaires, Mrs. D. P. Chit- 
tenden, Miss Janie Clark, Mrs. S. D. Clarke, Mrs. Elizabeth D. 
Cobb, Miss Grace P. Cobb, Miss Evelyn Cockrell, Mrs. LeRoy 
Collins, Mrs. O. C. Collins, Mrs. Sidney Coxetter, Miss Bessie 
Damon, Mrs. Elizabeth Sheats Davidson, Mrs. Pred H. Davis, 
Mrs. Geo. L. Davis, Miss Ruby Diamond, Mrs. Robert Eagle, 
Mrs. David Ellis, Mrs. William H. Ellis, Miss Alice Eppes, Mrs. 
H. T. Felkel, Mrs. Howard Gamble, Miss Julia Gehan, Miss 
Amy Goodbody, Mrs. R. A. Gray, Mrs. C. B. Gwynn, Mrs. Gor- 
don Hart, Miss Betty V Hening, Mrs. W. C. Hodges, Mrs. 
Charles Hopkins, Miss Arabelle Hopkins, Mrs. J. P. S. Hous- 
toun. Mrs. C. W. Hunter, Miss Elizabeth Lewis Jacobi, Mrs. J. 
V. Keen, Mi-s. J. V. Knapp, Mrs. P. O. Knight, Mrs. W. V. 
Knott, Mrs. W. B. Lamar, Mi's. Cary D. Landls, Mrs. Paul V. 
Lang, Mrs. J. M. Lee, Mrs. Geo. E. Lewis, Miss Mary D. Lewis, 
Mrs. R. C. Long, Mrs. D. M. Lowry, Mrs. W. A. MacWilliams, 
Miss Zoe Manning, Mrs. W. H. Markham, Mrs. Nathan Mayo, 
Mrs. Alex McDougal. Mrs, P. B. McDougal, Mrs. Emmett Mc- 
Griff, Miss Edna Mae Mcintosh, Mrs. W. S. McLin, Miss Annie 
McQueen, Mrs. James Messer, Mrs. Charles Munroe, Mrs. John 
L. Neeley, Mrs. W. J. Oven, Mrs. H. E. Palmer. Mrs. L. A. 
Perkins, Mrs. T. E. Perkins, Mrs. James Plant. Mrs. Robt. J. 
Pleus, Mrs. Albert H. Roberts, Miss Muriel Rose, Mrs. Geo. E. 
Russ. Mrs. Marion Salley, Mrs. David Sholtz, Miss Kate M. 
Sullivan. Mrs. Glenn Terrell, Mrs. Ford Thompson, Mrs. W. E. 
VanBi-unt, Mrs. Louis Voss, Mrs. G. K. Walker, Miss Bessie 
Wells, Mrs. B. C. Whitfield, Mrs. J. B. Whitfield, Mrs. A. H. 
Williams. Miss Margaret C. Williams, Mi's. Tom Yon. 
Entertainment Committee 

Mrs. A. J. Henry, Chairman: Mrs. W. C. Hodges, Mrs. P. C. 
Elliott, Mrs. E. G. Rivers, Mrs. W. V. Knott, Miss Miriam Cho- 
ate. 

STATE-WIDE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Honorable David Sholtz, Governor, Honorary Chairman 
Robert A. Gray, Secretary of State, Chairman 
CaiT D. Landis, Attorney General 
William V. Knott, State Treasurer 
James M. Lee Comptroller 
Nathan Mayo, Commissioner of Agriculture 
William S. Cawthon, State Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion 

James B. Whitfield, Chief Justice, State Supreme Court 
William H. Ellis, Justice, State Supreme Court 
Glenn Terrell, Justice, State Supreme Court 
Armstead Brown, Justice, State Supreme Court 
Rivers H. Buford, Justice, State Supreme Court 
Pred H. Davis, Justice, State Supreme Court 
Duncan U. Fletcher, United States Senator from Florida 
Park Trammell, United States Senator from Florida 
William J. Sears, Representative-at-Large from Florida 
J. Hardin Peterson. Representative First Congressional Dis- 
trict of Florida 
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Robert A. Green. Representative Second Congressional Dis- 
uict of Florida „, rvi« 

, Millar-d Caldwell. Representative Third Congressional Dis- 
krict of Florida . . 

J. Mark Wilcox, Representative Fourth Congi-esaional Dis- 

u-ict of Florida 
All members of the 1935 Florida Legislature 
All Circuit Judges and State Attorneys 
AH Statutory State Officers 

ton. Sarasota; Dr W. f^^f^^^,^^^^^^ Amos. Milton; H. 

Mayor John T. ^Isop, Jacksonviii^^ ^ ^ 

L. Anderson JacksonviU^ L- And^^^,.' Katie L. G. 

derson. Gretna; C O- . A.^^^^^'^'Aote Miami; H. Clay Arm- 
Appleyard, Fort '^^^y^^^''f\ly,tTAver^y of Miami Miami; 
strong. Pensacola Di B^ F. Asne u ^.^^^^ j^^ge 
Clyde W. Atkinson. Ta lah^^ee, ^^^^^ ^01. 

Cnarles S. Ausley, Talianassee. «jc 

Preston Ayers, Chattahoochee . 

Mrs. John D. Baker. J^^^Sin lall JacksoSe^^ Willis M. 
ivrr^ rhas E Ball, Tampa; Phihp Ball, '^^''r'^^''^^ barber Mac- 
Mis. una,s. ri. ■^f' ' , Rondv Kissimmee C. F. hsaroei, ^via^ 
Ball, Jacksonville, C. L. ^ . b„,^^^^ Barrs, Jacksonville, 

flenny; Samuel J;,Barco Miami ^u^^n ^^g^n;s^ille; George 
Dr. J. G. Baskin, D^^nellon E. G. Baxter ^^^^ 
C Bedell. Jacksonville; Harry J-.. ^,^"'7'. v,n U Bird, Clear- 
JefieSon Davis Beard, Pe™!^! BlaSwell, West Palm 

water; Ben L. Blackburn Tam^^^ Blocker, 
Beach; Gen. A. H. Blanding, Baitow Stockton Broome, 

Cincinnati; J;,Henry Bloi^^nt Ja^^^^^^ Lew B. Brown. 

Jacksonville; Mrs N. B .B^^^^' Vown, Tampa; Judge Jeffer- 
St. Petersburg; Mrs- ^ dn^^jS^ge iTtkan P. Bryan, Jac^on- 
son B. Browne, ^^y J^^t, Juag Bullock. Ocala; R. A. 

S^r^r^d; Oca^rSeo^^S^^B^^^^^^ Pa- Beachl Bradford 

Byrd, Atlanta. Georgia. Paldwell Miami; James E. 

Ben Caldwell. JfsPer ; Staff ord^aMweU^M^^ ^ 
Calkins. Miami; Judge A. G ^ampoe ^^^^^ ^ 

Doyle E. Carlton, Tampa ■ Mrs. E. L. cairi y . jyt^ss 

Sson, Miami, J^^ge Fra^^y^ B. Cartex ^^^^^^^^^^. ^^^^ 
Helen Carter, Pensacola. ^^ny w.^ Mariaiina; J. M. Cath- 
H. Carter, Sr., Maiianna, Pf^^l^^arter, ^^^^^ Springs; 
cart, Washington a. Suincy J ^^^.^^ j^. chaires^ 

col. Raymond Cay- ™ee a M^ Marie Louise Cappick, Key 
H J. Chance, Tallaha^ee . ivi. Springs; Gov. 

West; Dr. Carita Doggett Coise, Gieen ^ ^^ig. gidney 
, James M Cox l^^ami; Dx^ ^awfoSi Jacksonville, John T. 
Coxetta, Lloyd; Hemy c ay ^romartie. Miccosukie; W. C 
G. Crawford, JacksonvUle ^ cro 

Croom, Jacksonville, W. J. Crosoy, Jacksonville; 

H H. D'Alemberte. Pe'^^f^^^^eChaT E: Davis. Madison; 
Millard Davidson Mananna. Judge Ch^ Jacksonville; 
Robt. W. Davis, .Gainesville T Freoe ^ ^^nham Jack- 
Mrs F P. Dearmg. •Jacksonville, Dickinson, 
Snville; Sidney Df,?J°f3,eksonSre ;^^^ B. Donnell. West 
Tampa; John L. ^''^^^^^^^^^T^^hakee- Mrs. Zach Doug- 
Palm Beach; W. B. Douglass, ia Washington 
lass, Gainesville; H. J- ^^^ne jcu ^ rivevj. Live Oak, 

Tt, Miss Dorothy Drew, Miann, He^be^^ ^^^^^^^^^ ^ ^ 
Harry C. Duncan, lavareb, ivuj' 

.Durrance, CrawfordviUe. _ t n Edge, Groveland; 

: joe S. Earman We|t palm f ac^^^^^^^^ ^^3,,,^., 
T J Eppes, Tallahassee, ivxio. -Riairlip 

, Mrs. Stella Pet. Pal.an^~= ^-nT^''£r^e^l 
Jacksonville; Herbert U. ^^'^^^^^^^^ Monticello; Bert Fish, 
Felkel, St. Augustine. D^ A^.timay ^ ^.^^^^^ Pensacola; C. 
U S. Ministry. Cairo, Egypt, w Jacksonville; W. 

Seton Fleming, " ^es Mrs J . Clifford R. Poster, 

W. Ploui-noy. DeFuniak Spnngs, ivirs. 

St. Augustine. r-omhip Jr Eustis: 

Howard Gamble. Tallahassee^ Howard^^^ J^r-.^ 
, Edward Gamble Jacksonville. W^ T Ua T^ ^^^^^^^ ^.^^^ 
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„o. Mrs Mamie Eaton Green, Monticello, F. C. 
Jacksonville, M^^:, ,?*Xijnan Gunter, Tallahassee. 
Groover, Jacksonville, Hei man uunv^ nann&. Winter 

Fred J. Hampton, Gainesville Aiiieii gtanley Hanson. 
Park; Dr. Harry W. Hansen JacksonvUle W^ Hargroves, Or^ 
Fort Myers. MaiT A Haidee. L^e^^^^^^^ Alabama; 
ange, California; Di. Roland mi pe^ st. Petersburg; Mrs 
John F. Harris, Palm Beach S^ D^H^ms ^ .j. 

W. Hunt Harris, Key W^st M O. wairis ^ .^^^ j ^ 

Harrison, Bradenton; J^l^^Jl. f^^f SksonviUe ; Wendell C. 
Harvell, Milton; A. Hathaway ^^^^^^^^^ ^ ^ 

Heaton, Tallahassee, Tom N Henae s^^^^ j ^ 

ley, Dade City; HaiTy F_ Heiidiy, Fo^t My^^ ^ ^.^^^^^ 

dry, Boyd; W. T. Hendiy. P^Y^H^fb^^:^ paiatka; W. L. Hill. 
J, A Herring Miccosukee, S. J.^ Ha^^^^^^^^ ^ 

Washmgton D^C.. Chas J^" j^hn Hodge. Sopchoppy; 

Live oak. Fred ^o^'^^^' ^ Hod4, Cedar Key; Geo. Earl 
J. B. Hodges, Lake City , T. R. ^oa Jacksonville; Robert 

SSmi; I- A. Hutcmnson. Pa™ City^ ^ 

Mrs. W. M. ^^^^^1' James Miami; Miss Marga- 

jackson, St. A"|;^fiJ^'.J^°^.-^,/ars'^ Jacksonville; 
ret H. Jenkins, St. Pf teisbuig, iii^^^^ Jennings. Jackson- 

Frank E. Jennmgs, Jacksonville. ^^-^ Pensacola; D. 

vine; B. B. Johnson. Jasper. C^J^^^^no ^one ^ 
J. Jones, Chipley; Joseph H. Jacksonville; 
O^S's^i. £ow^^^,^kS^«-s--esMcKay Lykes. 

"Sl^g^E. Mabry. Tampa; Mabry Ta„ 

^^'^^""^^ F-£^on^Tac=: 
Mrs. W. S. Manning, Jacl^onvil e. J^^^" ^^^^^n, Jackson- 
ville; Fred W. Marsh, f/^f acoja Jomi Mathews, Port 
ville; W. M. Mason JacksonyUie, Mathews. 
Lauderdale; Eugene S. Mathews, Tall^^^ ^ ^^^^^ 
Jacksonville; E. C. Maxwell. Pensacm^ McCall, St. 
Pensax^ola; Pa^khill Mays^ MonfaceU^^^^ McCreary. 
Petersburg; F. R. McCoimack Lwe uaK. 

Gainesville; J' wShinS' D C.; Mrs. R. Don Mc 

Miss Martha ^cLeod Washington, ^ ^ 

Leod. Crawfordvil^. W^S McLan Tall w. A 

Mullen. Tampa, Mrs. Robert iv^ j^^^rory. Sanford; A. Y. 
McRae, Jacksonv le, George w.^i jacksonvUle; Austin 
Milam. Jacksonville M^^^pAnn e M ^ ^ 

Miller. Jacksonville J. F^itXll Jacksonville; Dan P. Mul- 
Marianna; Alexander J^ Mitchei^ Murphree, Gainesville. 

arkey. W^^^"^^",' ^.^^^Js Roy V. Ott. Ocala; Judge W J. 

A. H. Odom, Palatka, Mif. Koy v , ^ Ministry. 

Oven, Tallahassee; Mrs. Ruth Bi-yan Ow ^^^^^ 
Copenhagen, Denmark. James M. , Tampa; 

Sr. James H. Paine, St- Petersburg, Tho^^^^ 
John ParkhiU. Jacksonville. Samuel P^^c^-/ g^^ch; J. W. 
D. Patterson, Graceville; B. Paty^ west ^ ^^^^ 

Perkins, DeLand; Ai-thur P- Pf ^;„;tnn D C H S. Phillips. 
Scksonville Hal P^J^^iP^ Jf^.^^^^S^ ga Jac^- 
Tampa; F. C. Poppell, PfJ^ Pieice^ m Garland Powell. 

S^Jville^^Ge^; rSweT jSnville; Harris Powers. 
Sca^I W. A. Pratt, Lake Worthy 

J D. Rahner, St. Augustine; °VT Rawls Jr Pensacola: 
sonville; Geo. P. ^aney, Tampa W. a. Ra^^ J^" pensacola; 
Mrs John Z. Reardon, Jacksonville, i.. J- Takoma. 
SeHalsteadL.RjtterM^^^^^ W. 
^ou^e^,- sUoPpT R-claU H. Rowe, Madison^ 

H. N. sandier, Tampa; John A, Scruggs Uoyd- E^GJ^ ^ 
Mi^mi; Mrs. T. M. fhackleford Sr Tampa ^ ^ 
Shackleford. Tamp; James G. Sharon ^.an j^^j^ 

Quincy; Mrs. W^ B. |S^^PensSaTFrank B. Shutts. Miami 
sonville; Cheever L. Shme Pensacoj , simmons, Tal- 

Mrs. Daniel A. Simmons, Jacteonville, JacK Mari- 
lahassee; J. B. Smgletary. Biadenton. w. ^ ^.^^^ 

anna; Mrs. Lola C. SkiPPei. Ocala A. B. ^ 
A. smith. Orlaiido; M "on W_ Smith bt^ pensacola; C. I;- 
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ville; Wm. T. Stockton, Jacksonville; John P. Stokes, Miami; 
Nate G. Stout, Fort Myers; Bates M. Stovall, Jacksonville; W. 
F. Stovall, Tampa; W. L. Straub, St. Petersburg; E. E. Strick- 
land, Citra; Pied L. Stringer, Brooksville; Judge Louie W. 
Strum, Jacksonville; J.B. Sullivan, Tallahassee; Gen. Chas. P. 
Summerall, Charleston, S. C; Van C. Swearingen, Miami. 

J. J. Taylor, Tallahassee; John S. Taylor, Largo; W. L. Tay- 
lor, Quincy; Judge Geo. W. Tedder, Fort Lauderdale; C. Fi-ed 
Thompson, Tampa; Miss Ella Creary Thompson, Washington; 
H. H. Thornton, Pensacola; Dr. John J. Tigert, Gainesville; 
Mi-s. J. C. Tims, Tampa; Peter Tomasello, Jr., Orlando; Wm. 
M. Toomer. Jacksonville; John D. Ti-ammell, Blountstown ; 
Judge Worth W. Trammell, Miami: Chester B. Treadway, Tal- 
lahassee; John H. Treadwell. Arcadia; T. T. Turnbull, Monti- 
cello; A. G. Turner, Tampa; Walter S. Turner, Fort Myers; 
Fred M. Valz, Jacksonville; Richard Van Bi-unt, Femandina; 
W. C. Vason, Chattahoochee. 

Perry G. Wall, Tampa; C. L. Waller, Tallahassee; H. N. 
Walker, Wakulla; Judge W. May Walker, Tallahassee; J. V. 
Walton, Palatka; Fuller Warren. Jacksonville: Miss Marie R. 
Waties, Washington, D. C; John W. Watson, Miami; W. H. 



Watson, Pensacola; A. W. Weeks, Bonifay; H. H. Wells, Chip- 
ley; Mrs. Hortense Wells. Tampa: Sinclair Wells, Tallahassee; 
Geo. P. Wentworth, Pensacola; FrankUn West, Milton; Pat 
Whitaker, Tampa; J. W. White, South Jacksonville; J. S. 
White, West Palm Beach; J. E. Whitehead. Bradfordville; 
James Whitehead, Tallahassee; Mrs. James Whitehurst, 
Brooksville; John N. Whitfield, Jacksonville; Randolph Whit- 
field, Atlanta, Ga.; B. P, Whltner, Sanford; J. McGehee Whit- 
ner, Miami; Fi-ank J. Wideman, Washington, D. C; Geo. H. 
Wilder, Tallahassee; Prof. Arthur Williams. Tallahassee; Rob- 
ert W. WiUiams, Washington, D. C; Albert M. Williamson, 
Jacksonville; J. J. Willie, Lloyd; Bryan Willis, Tallahassee; 
John R. Willis, Bronson; Miss Emily Wilson, St. Augustine; 
Frank L. Wing, Tampa; Hunter P. Woodbery, Capitola; Fi-ank 
P. Woodward, Tallahassee; C. Edmund Worth, Tampa. 

J. Will Yon, Atlanta. Ga.; Tom Yon, Washington, D. C; W. 
K. Zewadski, Tampa; Lewis W. Zim, St. Augustine. 

COLOR GUARD, Company M, 124th Infantry, Florida Na- 
tional Guard. Corp. Charles L. Evans: Pfc. James W. Marsh; 
Pvt. John A. demons: Pvt. Robert J. McCartney. 



The Committee records, with deep regret, the death, prior to the publication 
of these proceedings, of three distinguished contributors, Honorable Robert L. 
Anderson, Judge of the Fifth Judicial Circuit of Florida, at Ocala, Jitly 26, 
1935; Honorable Nathan P. Bryan, formerly United States Senator from 
Florida, and later a Judge of the United States Circuit Court of Appeals, of 
the Fifth Circuit, at Jaelvsoiiville, August 8, 1935; and Honoralile Joseph H. 
Jones, formerly State Attorney for the Seventh Judicial district, at Orlando, 
August 25, 1935 ; also, the death of Honorable George W. Saxon, a member of 
the Committee on Arrangements, at Tallahassee, July 11, 1935. 



